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t»REFACE. 



THE narrative and observations now pre* 
sented to the public, were the fruits of a voyage 
iHidertaken solely with commercial views. 
They were written without any expectation ©f 
their being copied, and without the remotest 
thought of publication. But falling scciden- 
tally under«the notice of the Editor, he was 
pleased with perusing them, and believed that, 
if printed, they would also be agreeable to 
many!* others. He accordingly communicated 
this idea "to the writer, who, after considering 
the subject, with a proper degree of modesty, 
consented to the proposal. 

If the reader should, derive amusement or 
instruction from this work, he will naturally 
wish to know something respecting the author. 
He is the second sou of the late Doctor Abra- 
ham Sutcliffi who practised, with much skill 
and reputation, as a physician^ vx Sheffield, and 
who died there about twelve years sioce. At 
Sheffield, the mithor, who was bom and edu- 
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cated in the religious Society of Friends, ser- 
ved his apprenticeship ; and afterwards settled 
there in business as a merchant. In this line 
he continued for several yeys, and dealt exten- 
sively with transatlantic connexions ; ^ which, 
after some time, rendered it expedient for him 
to make two voyages to America, for the set- 
tlement of his affairs. The latter voyage an& 
travels subsequent to it, comprise the trans- 
actions which are now offered to the public, 
■ . i» 
lathe year 1806, the author returned to 
England, and continued there till the year 
1811; when he conceived that a residence in 
America, might prove more advantageous to 
him. He accordingly, with his wife and one 
daughter, the only surviving child of a very 
numerous family, embarked for New- York, 
in the sixth month last, 'with the view of 
settlii^ in that country. * 

Whilst the author was in America, he had 
frequent intervals of leisure, which the nature 
of his mercantile concerns rendered unavoida- 
ble. Of some of these opportunities he avail- 
ed himself, to visit his connexions and friends 
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in various parts of the country ; having also 
the view of gratifying his curiosity, and en- 
larging the sphere of his information. Being 
a man of observation, of a strong memory and 
benevolent disposition, and having formed an 
extensive acquaintance with respectable per- 
sons in America, by whom he was treated 
Mdth kindness and attention ; he seems to have 
been qualified to render an account of his tra- 
vels both pleasing and interesting. The Edi- 
tor therefore ventures to presume, that many 
of the remarks and occurrences contained in 
this little volume, will prove useful as well as 
amusing to juvenile readers ; and that they will 
not be destitute of information to persons of 
mature years. The narrative appesBPs tq be 
judicious, and is given with great simplicity ; 
and the Editor has not the least doubt of 
its strict veracity. The anecdotes rise na- 
turally from the subject, and are genemlly 
of a curious, novel, and instructive na- 
ture. They are numerous, and form a pe- 
culiar and striking feature of the work. 
On the whcJe, the Editor persuades himself 
that these travels will not be unacceptable to 
the generality of readers. 
9th Monthy 1811. 
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TRATELS 

IN 

NORTH AMERICA. 

CHAPTER I. 

The author leaves home.-^Peak in Derbyshire--:- 
Manchester — Lwerpool^^Transactigns before tj ' 
voyage-^Sets sail from that port.^^Occt^rren^ 
on the voyage, — Arrival at New-Tork. 

22d of the Sth^ Mouthy 1804. 

AFTER having taken leave of my relations an* 
friends in Sheffield, I left home with my wife and 
children. As our road lay through Castleton, we 
visited Peak*s Hole, which was a great gratification 

♦ To those who may not be itccustomed to desig'nate the 

Months by their numerical names, the following^ Table may 

be useful : 

' The Ist iiiiComroonly called January 

3d * . . February. 

Sd March. 

4th » . . April. 

5th . . . .' May. ' ' 

6tli June. . , 

7th ^ July. 

8th ' . . August. 

9th * September. 

10th ........... October. 

11th . Npvember. 

12Ut December* 

• A 
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to the children, who had^nev^r before seen a natural 
curiosity of equal interest. The habitations within 
the cavern, with the manufactory of pack-tht'ead 
that was carrying on there, had a very lingular and 
striking effect, which had something in it more like 
a dream or a vision, thani^a transaction of real life. 
Yet I did not perceivjs on the countenances of 
those who were employed in this subterraneous 
abode, less appearance of being hs^ppy or cheerful, 
than we see upon the-faces we meet in the crowd- 
ed streets of towns and cities^— Such is the force 
of habit. 

After taking some refreshment, we «et out upon 
«eur n^t stagf?; and, believing it would be some 
relief to the horses, I wafted up the rWinyards, 
which, though a laborious walk, is far from bein^ 
ran unpleasant one. This is, , perhaps, one of the 
most romantic roads in this country, on accour^t of 
the s eep and lofty mountains through which it 
winds its way; and, after having ascended the 
summit, a very diffcfrcnt sceiUfryis presented to 
the view: The most fruitful and populous part of 
the counues of Lancaster and Chester lying in 
full prospect before the eyes of the traveller, pre- 
sents something like the appearance of one vast 
city inte^rikiixed'with fields and woods. 

In the evening, we airiveH safe at Manchester. 
There we were hospitably entertained at the house 
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of T« H. jun» and were kindly shown tfaroiTgh his 
bleaching, dying, and printing works. We were 
alsa shown a beautiful collection of dryed speci- 
mens of herbs, flowers, &c. the production of 
Botany Bay. These he had received from an 
ingemous young man who had been transported 
into that country when but a boy on a charge 
of pilfering ; of which|. I understood, it was ge- 
nially believed he was innocent. His habits of 
industry and care did not forsake him, although 
thrown amongst such. a set of companions as Bota« 
ny Bay and a Transport Ship may be supposed to 
furnish; and, in a few years, he had acquired 
property to a. considerable amount* 

5th Months 23d. Having concluded to take our 
passage in one of the packet-boats which go be- 
tween Manchester and Warrington, T. H. kindly 
acjcommodated us with his sociable to the water- 
side. We got into the packet, and had a pleasant 
fiail nearly to Warrington, where we dined, being 
about 18 miles. This is an easy mode of travelling 
both as to expense and fatigue ; and when upon a 
canal Jike that of the Duke of Bridgewater's, and 
in such a country as that through which we 
sailed this day, the weather at the same time being 
fine and clear, it could scarcely be otherwise than 
very pleasant. In the evening we arrived at 
LiverpQol, and took up our quarters at our cousin 
T* B.'s. 
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Sth Monthy 24th and25thy were spent at Liver* 
pool, in preparation for my intended voyage to 
America. 

5th Months 26rt. Being the first day of the week, 
we attended the meetings at Liverpool, and spent 
the rest of the day at our Cousin A. B/s, at Mile« 
end, near Liverpool ; where we had the company of 
Captain R. B. of the Romulus, an agreeable, con- 
istent friend, from Hudson City, in the State of 

eW-York. 

Sth Mouthy 27th. In the morning cousin T. B, 
indly conducted me to the Lyceum ; a splendid 
public establishment of the nature of a news-room 
or coffee-house, and library. Afterwards, accom- 
panied by my wife and children, we paid a visit to 
the Asylum for the Blind ; an institution well wor« 
thy the support of the wealthy, where many persons 
who have lost their sight, are instructed in various 
)ranches of business') by which they are enabled to 
ass their time usefully, and agreeably to them* 
,elves. After visiting this institution, we walked 
o the Botanic Garden. Our relation being a sub- 
scriber, had the privilege of introducing us as 
strangers ; and we spent a pleasant hour or two, 
having, in the compass of a few acres of land, an 
opportunity of seeing a vast variety of plants, flow- 
ers, shrubs, and trees, natives of every quarter of th^ 
world, alive and flourishing as in the countries 
from which they are brought. Amongst them I 
noticed the banana and the sugar cane. 
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After visiting these noble institutions, our feel- 
ings were harrowed by seeing an unfeeling press* 
gang dragging along a friendless poor man, whom 
they had just hunted down in the streets* 

Sth. Month 2Stk. This day I paid a visit t« 
Captain N, onboard his ship called the Laura; 
and after some conversation with him and his 
agent, J. C. concluded to take my passage in her 
to New- York ; for which I paid 35 guineas. 

5th Months 29th. In the afternoon of this day, 
I was requested by the Captain to be in readiness 
to go on board in the evening'; accordingly, after 
taking leave of my wife, children, and hospitable 
relations, I went on board, accompanied by my 
fellow-passengers, who were J. W. jun. and J. L. 
both of Philadelphia; J. F. of Leeds, and W. W. 
of New Orleans. After sleeping that night on 
board, the wind proving contrary, and there being 
no appearance of a change, we all canve on shore 
in the morning, and I returned to my wife and 
children. Th!s was, I believi, an agreeable disap- 
pointment to all of us, as the prospect of so long a 
voyage, and the probability that we qnight never 
see each other more, on this side the grave, had sat 
rather heavily upon some of our mind^ at parting 
the evening before ; and now, to have almost a 
certainty of spending another day with my wife, 
A 5 
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children, and near relatives, seemed to me a privi- 
lege almost invaluable. 

Sth Months SOth^ I spent this day with my wife 
and children, in the family of my kind relatives, 
and so pleasant it was to me, ,that it was like the 
addition of oiie day to my being in the world* 

Sth Months 2rlsU This morning my wife and 
children) with part of cousin B.'s family, and 
M. M. of Rochdale, accompanied me on board 
the Laura, then lying about a mile from Liverpool, 
near the Cheshire shore. As our boat passed by 
the Princess, a ship of war, then lying in the 
Mersey, we were a little entertained by the ship's 
crew being ordered to man the rigging,, just as we 
were along side of them. In a few moments after 
the word of command was given, the shrouds of 
every mast appeared covered with seamen, from the 
deck to the heads of the masts -, having the ap- 
pearance of three lofty pyramids ; each beginning 
with a file of men at the bottom, and finishing at 
the top with a single individual. After spending 
about an hour, and taking some refreshment on 
board the Laura, we all returned safe to Liverpool, 
where I slept this night. 

1st of 6th Months 1804. The wind becoming 
more favorable, we received orders to be ready 
to go on board again in the evening ; so I again 
took leave of my wife andichildren ; but as I had 
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fcefore to return on shore, and the winds con- 
tinued variable, there was a pibbability that I 
might have to return to them again in the mom- 
ing. These circumstances took away a little of the 
edge of our anxiety at parting, and rendered it not 
quite so formidable as ouf first taking leave on the 
29th ult. My cousin T. B. and W. B. acco^i- 
panied us to the water.side, where a boat was 
waiting for us. We got safe to the vessel, which 
lay at anchor the whole of this night. The next 
morning, being 6th Month, 2d, as the seamen 
were raising the anchor, we were visited by R. B. 
who kindly came at six o^cIock in the morning 
to inqviire after our welfare. What little wind 
we had was favourable ; and it being a clear and 
beautiful summer^s day, the town of Liverpool, 
and country on both sides the Mersey, appeared 
to great advantage as we sailed down the river. 

After passing a little way into the Irish Channel 
our Captain sent away the Pilot. On the Pilot's 
leaving our ship, the captain requested that when 
he got to his own vessel he would not present ouir 
seamen with a bottle of spirits as was commonly 
done in such cases, alledging that his men were 
already so intoxicated they were 'scarcely able 
to work the ship. This circumstance, though 
seemingly of small importance, had nearly been of 
seriouis consequence to us ; and, for a time, there 
seemed some dsmger of a mutiny amongst the 



t TRATELS tV 

Hien. Sucbwas ~the sourness which It produced, 
that, during the whole voyage, they sullenly re- 
fused the customary allowance from the Captain, 
of a bottle of brandy at the end of every week ; 
and, at one time, a ringleader in the business, who 
had formerly served on b^ard a ship of war, 
biDke out into very abusive language to the Cap« 
tain, and treated him in such a manner that there 
was some danger of the Captain firing his pistol 
at him. I was sorry to find that this man had 
been favoured with an. education in our Society i 
and that his mother was a valuable friend. Not- 
withstanding his bad conduct towards the Captain, 
he always behaved with kindness and attention 
to me whenever I came in his way, and when I 
spoke to him, which I did several limes, endea- 
vouring to convince him of the impropriety of 
his conduct, in thus doing his utmost to break in 
upon that subordination which was necessary to be 
maintained in every ship* 

After the pilot had left us, we proceeded along 
the Welch coast, having the mountains of North 
Wales in full view during the whole of the day. 
The weather being calm and clear, it is sc-ircely 
in the power of words to describe the grandeur 
of the prospect, which indeed was such that 
we could hardly regret the slow progress we 
made. In the afternoon, when opposite one of 
the highest mountains^ we were alarmed by the 
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noise of a very heavy discharge of cannon, from 
one or two vessels which were some distance 
a-head of us. At first we supposed it to be an 
engagement between an fingUsfi and a French 
privateer ; but, on coming nearer, we had reason 
to believe they were two slave ships, which had left 
Liverpool a little before us, and had taken the 
opportunity of scaling their great guns, and exer- 
cising their men, when in a situation that would 
produce the greatest echo and noise ^ a disposition 
very prevalent in the world. 

The night coming on, the beautiful and romantic 
Welch scenery was hid from us, and, next morning, 
having made but little progress during the night, 
we found ourselves nearly opposite to Holyhead. 
Having been favoured with a smooth sea, we 
escaped sickness, and sat down to breakfast with 
some appetite* Before we rose from table, a ship 
that was coming up the Channel, put out her boat 
and made a signal to speak with us. Our vessel 
was accordingly managed in a way to put them 
to as little trouble as possible ; and they soon 
reached us. On their coming onboard, we found the 
ship was the Liverpool, from New-York to Liver- 
pool; and the Captain being an old acquaintance 
of the Master of our ship, they were rejoiced to 
see each other • After an exchange of intelligence 
and news papers, we parted from her, and sailed 
slowly round the head of Holy-head, and soon had. 



10 TAAVELS III 

a;fiiie prospect of Gaernarvon Bi^ ; but before the 
erening^ cloied, the sky was overcast, and the wmsL 
got up, sp that we were under the necessity of tak- 
ings in^a great part of our sails ; and sofiFeral of ua 
began to:be very sick* 

In the course of the night, which was very dark, 
the wind became contrary ; and it was with great 
difficulty we got through the narrow part of the 
Channel, near St« David's Head, without fairly- 
putting back towards Liverpool. The passage 
was not accomplished, without several times tack- 
ing from one coast to the other; and, could I hmve 
had the managejnant^ L would gladly have put thxr 
ship into Milford Haven, and.did tidvdsa the Captains 
to do it4 However^ we had cause to be thankful- 
diat we got well out of this narrow sea, although 
not without imminent d»iger of ktaing our cabin* 
boy, who was washed overboard as he was carry-^ 
ing the knives and forks from the caboose to the- 
cabin ; but^ in-passing through the railing, he; g^t 
entangled among some ropes which hung fnosa 
the rail, and was thus providentially preserved* 
Nearly our whole stock of table knives and forks 
were lost, which was a great inconventency to us, 
especially being just at the commencement ot our 
voyage ; however I did not regret the loss of the 
knives and forks, seeing the boy's life was preserv- 
ed. Thir accident made so stt-ong an impression 
upon the poor lad, that he never recovered his spi^ 
rits during the voyage. 
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"Our first -mate foeingan aelive irtmi, -Mtde'us ft 
-few table forks from an old barrel hopp, using the 
-anehor as an anvil. These, v. ith our poeket- 
ktr ves, served as a subatituce tor those ipe had lost. 
This little OGcunrence manifeats the .propriety of 
.p»9sengers providing tbemselves each with an extra 
'fcnrfe and folic. 

About two days after this, we got clear of both 
the Engish and )Irish coast, and made a rapid 

jprogreas on our way across the Atlantic, There 

'aeemed ever}' probability of our being favoured 
witb a short passage; but, ina voyage at sea, as in 

'die vbya§etof life, it often happens that our pros- 

' pects-^af e not< realised. 

After about two weeks of fair wind in thegene* 
tial, we began IQ experience hard gales, and from 
txnfavourable.quarters; so that tor a week or ten 
days, we made buit little way* The patience of our 
Captain being a good deal tried, and his temper 
somewhat soured, he was liable to use harsh Ian* 
gtrage to hie people, and particularly to a black 
-manwhowas-Stewardof the ship. On due oecasion, 
'the ship had laid tofor ^sevei^dd^houps, iMit belag 
able to carry any sail, exempting- a single one to 
steady her. :In this slate she was left to drift be. 
fore the 'Wind, Whichwa*; then, to «se the^Captain's 
-expression, blowing a h^urrieffiie, and '8ke''i»<as of 
ieourse*a good deal aghft«ed. The'waV«s,eaoc«pEding 
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to the seamen^s phrase, were running mountains 
high. It happened, under these circumstances, that 
one of th( passengers, by a sudden roll of the ves- 
sel, was near being thrown down the stairs into the 
cabin ; but, catching hold of the mahogany hand- 
rail, he saved himself at the expense of breaking 
the rail. This the Captain did not observe till night 
when we were all seated in the cabin. Then 
he fell upon the poor black man, with vio- 
lent and abusive language, charging him with 
breaking the rail. After his passion was somewhat 
subsided, I told him that I was a witness that the 
black man was innocent of what he had charged 
him with ; that, considering the kind of day we bad 
passed over, there was great cause to be thankful no 
other damage had been sustained than the breaking 
of the hand rail, and that, so far from giving way to 
passion at trifling things in suth a time as thb, our 
niinds ought rather to be impressed with gratitude, 
thai we had been providentially preserved through 
the storm. - 

At first, the Captain seemed offended at my free- 
dom, and turned from me in displeasure. Nothing 
oiore was said at that time ; however, after we were 
all in bed, and the passengers mostly asleep, he 
called to me, and, on my answering him, he said, 
that he was convinced of the justice of my oli^ser- 
vations; was obliged to me ior the hints I had 
dropped) and that he was sorry for hi^ having 
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given way to passion, Mrhcn far other sentimeiM 
ought to have possessed his mind. This acknow*. 
ledgemcDt was ingenuous oa trie part of the Cap. 
t«n ; and I believe he slept no worse for it. 

In the course of the day, when the weather had 
cleared up, altho' the wind still blew very hard, and 
the waves were rolling along in awful graodeu^; 
while the ship was yet lying to and drifting before 
the wind, the other passengers and myself went upon 
the upper part of the quarter deek, that we might 
have a full view of the sea when thus agitated, and 
appearii^ in all its majesty. There is something in 
sueh a scene exce<fdingly humiliatiag. The most 
powerful of m^n,^ when thus baffled, and riding on 
the waves, every moment in danger of being swal** 
lowed up, are indeed but '^ as the small dust of the 
balance.'' Every sensible mind, when placed in 
situations like th^se, must be alive to the senti- 
ment which that ( xpression conveys. As we thtii 
stood admir.ng how every wave, after rolling 
along in majestic greatness, seemed to break at 
our feet before it reach d the ship, the first mate, 
who was o ' the watch, railed out aloud, for every 
one to take care of himself. Obse**ving that he ra* 
and placed hims- if under the quarter boards, near 
one of the stansions, I immediately followed htiC 
exan.ple, and, taking fust hold of the ropes, sat' 
down by him ; yithich I had scarcely done before' oH^ 
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of these huge waves rolled completely over the shipi 
and we were, for a short time, overwhelmed by it. 
Such was the force with which it struck the ship, 
that she reeled te the other side, aud realty trembled 
under the stroke. One of the passengers having his 
back towards it, and not hearing the mate's warning, 
was struck down with so much violence, and pre- 
cipitated to the other side of the vessel with so much 
force, that his head, striking against one of the 
quarter boards, broke the board in pieces ; and a 
pair of cloth pantaloons which he held in his hands 
at the time were washed overboard. Indeed we had 
great cause to be thankful to Divine Providence, 
that we escaped without further loss or damage ; and 
it was matter of admiration to me, that, whilst buri- 
ed in the wave, my mind was preserved from any 
considerable fear or anxiety as to the consequences. 

At this time, we were, I believe, in the gulf 
stream; for as the water passed over us, it felt as 
warm as new milk. The ship reeled so much to 
one side, at the stroke of the sea, that we had a 
second immersion as she righted, after recovering 
from the shock. As it had blown a hard gale all 
the preceding night, the ocean was become so very 
rough pretty early in the morning, that a heavy sea 
broke through the cabin windows, and rolled into 
the beds on one side of the ship ; which occasioned 
a great alarm ^ and I have seldom seen men rise 
more quickly from their beds than our companions 
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did on that side of the cabin. A little time after the 
storm had subsided, and the sea^as become calm, 
we were entertained with the sight of a number of 
dying fish, which, from time to time, continued 
to rise out of the sea, and after taking short flights, 
dropped again into the waten These flying fish 
appeared to be pursued by a number of dolphins, 
which, for a considerable time, kept company with 
the ship, so as to give us a full opportunity of ob- 
serving their beautiful colours, continually changing ' 
to the various tints of azure, green and gold. The 
gold fishes, which we see confined in glass jars, are | 
very beautiful ; but not at all to be compared with 
the dolphin, which is, besides a much larger fish ; 
generally weiging 8 or 10 pounds. Our seamen 
caught several of them, and we found them very 
good eating. Although the colours of the dolphin 
arc eiLcecdingly beautiful while alive and in motion 
in the sea, yet they are still more extraordinary when 
the fish is taken out of the water, and is in the 
agonies of death ; displaying then, every colour of 
the rainbow, changing in rapid succession as long 
as life remains. As the dolphins were in pursuit 
of the flying fish, so the dolphins in their turn were 
pursued by the sharks ; and such is the activity of 
these voracious animals in seizing their prey, that, 
whilst one of our people was dragging up a dolphin, 
as quickly as he possibly could, a huge shark put up 
his monstrous jaws and snatched the fish from the 
hook. 
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The voracious shark also had his enemies ; for 
the sailors by throflriog out pieces of meat, enticed 
him to come so near the ship, that one of the com- 
pany who stood upon the main-chains had an op- 

' portunity of casting the noose of a strong rope over 
his head ; and the other end of the rope being pas* 
sed through a block, he was quickly hoisted upon 
deck, where he lay some time striking the boards 
with his tail with great violence. It was curious to 

"' see the agitation of the little pilot fishes, which ac- 
companied the shark ; and when he was dragged 
out of the water, they seemed to ^use their best 
endeavours to follow him. 

The pilot fish is something like the mackerel ; 
but of a smaller size. On the shark's being thrown 
ypon the deck, several sucking fish fell from him 
9bout 9 or 10 inches in length. These fishes, I 
should suppose, ^re a consid<frable annoyance to the 
shark, 'sticking close to various parts of his body 
like aleecli."* The Captain not ^ieing willing that he 
should be killedt on account of the dirt and disagree* 
able smell that he would make ; and the sailors not 
being willing that he shculd escape punishment^ 
wantonly tied a piece of wood about the size of a 
common oar to his tail, and then hoisted him again 
^ndlet him into the sea. Notwithstanding he had 
been out of the water more than a quarter of an 
hour, the moment he reached the stra, he dived 
into the deep with the incumbrance at his tai), 
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apparently with the greatest ease,, and was out of 

sight in a few seconds. ^ 

Of the various kinds of fishes we saw on our pas« 
sage, porpoises were the most common. They are 
large, weighing from 20 to 30 stone ; yol we fre- 
quently saw large shoals of them extending as far 
as the eye could reach, and all driving along in 
one direction ; frequendy leaping quite out of the 
water, and often passing close by the ship, so as to 
affopd the sailors an opportunity of striking them 
with the harpoon and dragging them on board. 
Slome of the people, I observed, were partial to 
the heart and liver of this fish when fried, afr*** 
serting that they were scarcely to be distinguished 
from those of a hog when dressed in the same 
way* At one time we were entertained by the 
sight of several whales,' five of which passed close 
to the ship, sporting and rolling along within a 
few yards of us; making a loud noise in snorting 
and spouting up the water from a hole in their 
foreheads. These creatures were of large bulk, 
and appeared exceedingly fat and sleek; their 
skins shining as if varnished. 

Although th^e j^does not appear any place of 
rest for fowls in the wide ocean, yet numbers of 
them are daily seen riding light pieces of cork oq 
£he loftiest waves, and in the most tempestuous 

B 2 
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weather. These are mostly of the petril tribe, 
although 8ea-gulh*are often seen- at a great dis- 
tance from land, especially on the banks of New- 
foundland and in approaching them. 

In pacing these bank^ it is wonderful to see the 
thick fog which generally prevails, so that, in a morn- 
ing, the rigging and sails of the ship would be drip- 
ping wet, as though they had been in a heavy show- 
^ er during the night. In addition, the weather was 
so cold that it was very uncomfortable to be without 
fire, although it was the middle of summer, and 
we were maiSy degrees more to the southward 
than England. These heavy fogs when seen at « 
distance had many times much the appearance of 
land ; and about the time of the setting sun, they 
presented a great variety of appearances. Some- 
times we might imagine we had the sight of a 
splendid city, \^ith towers, domes, and steeples, 
rising before us; and, in awhile*, the whole would 
entirely vanish, and leave nothing to be seen but 
the wide extended ocean, bounded by the horizon. 

Being detained nearly two weeks in the gulf 
stream, by light and contrary winds, our Captain 
began to be anxious about the provia ons and water, 
in conne^u^nce of .which he put the men upon their 
allowance of beef and pork, which were now 
handed to them by weight 5 and we ourselves were 
prohibited the use of fresh water, in washing our 
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hands and fiicet, and were oUiged t» uae the sea 
water which is far from being pleasant* Besides, 
having had a considerable loss by the breakage of 
ale and porter bottles, owing to their having been 
put up when the liquor was new, the passengers 
and officers of the ship were obliged to submit td 
a certain allowance of these articles; and we now 
began to be more frugal of our fresh provisions 
than heretofore* 

While our time was thus passing on in the gulf 
stream, we were under some apprehensions of be* 
• ing carried out of our course by t.he current^ and 
the sea being often as smooth as a fish-pond, we 
occasionally hoisted out the boat, and taking an 
iron pot, let it down into the sea, by which means 
the direction of the current was ascertained. 
Some of us were at the trouble of sealing up a 
bottle, inclosing a paper containing the lattitude 
and longitude ; and, adding our names and places 
of abode, we requested that the "person who 
might pick it up would inform any of the parties* 
Although we had no great expectation of hearing 
more of the bottle after it was thrown into the 
sea, yet I had not been long in America before 
the paper vr$B handed to me, having been picked 
up on the sands near Newport, in Rhode Island. 
Thus, contrary to the received opinion respecting 
the current of the gulf stream^ ' il had been carried 
in a north-westerly direction*^ ' There seemed no 
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way of accoanting for this circumstance, but by 
supposing that the action of the wind had made 
the bottle deviate from the course of the stream. 

Having considerable time on our hands, we 
amused ourselves in little experiments of this sort. 
Several times we sunk well-corked empty bottles 
to a considerable depth into the sea; and although 
great care was taken to have the corks tight and 
sealed, yet it was invariably the case, when drawn 
up again, that the corks were found pushed into 
the bottles, or that the bottles had filled with water 
by its passing through the pores of the cork. ^ I have* 
aSt'eady observed that the water in the gulf streana 
was warm as new milk ; but on sinking^ a ther- 
mometer some depth ia the sea, and hastily draw- 
ing it up again, we found that the water below was 
as cold as in any other part. 

After a tedious time spent in the gulf stream, we 
at length arrived on the coast of North America ; 
apd on 1st day morning, the 29th of the ^th Month, 
we were favoured with the sight of Long Island. 
A little after noon, we ran close in shore, so much 
so that the ship was hastily put about, or she 
would have touched the bottom in a few minutes ; 
for, in turning round, she raked up the mud 
so much as to discolour the water to a con- 
eiderable degrcf? i , however we were soon in deep 
water again. Thus^ after having been for 8 weeks 
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at sea, where the eye had been aimoat wearied with 
a continued sameness of prospects, snd after hav- 
ing had, for several hours, the delightful prospect 
of farm-houses and plantations, wefigain launched 
into the wide ocean. To be thus snatched from 
green fields and- woods, and cheerful habiutions, 
was a trial of patience to some of our companions ; 
and, all the afternoon, I noticed an anxious looking 
towards the land, in most of us. 

The neiU morning, about four o'clock, 7th 
Monthi 30th, I was waked 1^ the report of a 
great* gun, which was followed, by considerable 
bustle upon declu After getting up, I understood 
that a shot had been fired over us by an English 
frigate, called the Boston, which, in company with 
die Leander and Cambrian men of war, and Driver 
sloop of war, wsls then cruizing near os; and 
as the cannon-ball that was fired over us, was an 
earnest of what we might expect if we did not 
stop to receive an officer from the frigate, the 
topsails were immediately backed, and we short- 
ened sail that they might have an opportunity of 
coming to us. A Lieutenant and Midshipman 
were sent on board. After spending about half 
an houi' in conversation with us, and exchanging 
intelligence and newspapers, they left the ship; 
and, at parting, observed that they believed all our 
.seamen were citizens of the United States, and 
therefore did not wish to examine them; but 
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that they hoped we would not hoisrour saUs until 
we had a signal from the frigate ; which' was com- 
plied with. 

We were now again in sight of land, being near 
Sandyhook. Having a fine view of the Jersey 
Mountains, and it being a clear aummer's morn- 
ing, the country before us appeared exceedingly 
beautiful. In approaching the -shore we observed 
an appearance not less beautiful in what I believe 
is called a land-loom. The whole country ap- 
peared to be reflected in the atmosphere ; some* 
thing like what we see from the banks of rivers, 
when objects are reflected in the water. But 
here, instead of the images appearing in the water 
united at bottom to the objects, they were all re- 
flected in the air, with their tops downwards ; and 
each reflection seeming to touch the top of the 
object reflected* 

The different ships of war, which I have just 
mentioned, made, a very gay appearance ; for 
the weather being fine and clear, ai\d but little 
wind, they had most of their sails spread ; and 
continued sailing to and fro before Sandyhook ; 
the Never-sink Mountains being in the back 
ground. Their object wa^ to watch two French 
frigates then lying in New-York, as the Lieutenant 
of the Boston informed us, and, at the same time^ 
to examine all American ships, in order to discover 
if there were any of the subjects of Great Britaii 
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serving on board, with a view to impress them. 
It appeared to be an arduous and delicate situa- 
tion in which the Commander of these ships was 
placed. Having to fulfil the orders of his Govern- 
ment pn the one hand* and being in danger of 
giving offence to the Americans on the other, it 
seemed impossible for him to steer clear, unless 
possessed of a very uncommon share of prudence 
and discretion. 

In sailing up to New- York, we passed by the 
two French frigates, called the Didon and the 
the Sybille. They appeared to be very full of men. 
Soon after four o'clock in the afternoon, we ar- 
rived at that city; and coming along-side the 
wharf, we were handed on shore by J. W. wha 
kindly conducted us to our quarters, and we were 
^soon after joined by A. B. who drank tea and 
spent the evening with us. Thus, after a passage 
of 58 days, we were favoured to land safe in 
America, for which we have abundant cause to be 
thankful. In passing through the streets to our 
lodgings, I was struck with the great variety 
of fruit exposed for sale ; such as pine-apples, 
melons of various kinds, peaches, &c. &c. Me- 
lons and pine-apples I bought for 3d. or 4d. each, 
and other fruit in proportion. ' On going to bed 
this evening, I found that after being so long ha- 
bituated to the motion of the ship, I could get 
scarcely any sleep. 
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Jfevy-Tvrk.f^TUladelphia^^Accmint of the Mamnioth,-^ 
JV'orti^tovm.-'-^ring MiM F(rry,'^Philadeifihia.^» 
Buriington-i^Ambotft^MeV' York^Boltimorey WaaA- 

ingtoTUi^Akxandricu 

7tk Month ZUt^ 1804. This morning I wai 
conducted by my companions to one4>f the Public 
Baths kept in the city of New- York. These 
Baths are upon a plan I had not seen before.' On 
each s de of a long and spacious passage* is a 
range of small rooms, in- each of which is a Bath 
sufficient to accommodate one person ; with suit- 
able conveniences for dressing and nndressing. On 
the side of each Bath are two .brass cocks^ the 
one furnishing warm and the other cold water ; so 
that the^ bather may have the water at what temv 
perature he pleases. There is also a valvey by 
means of which^ if there is more water than is 
pleasant, he may let part of it out. Some of these 
Baths are made of white marble ; and are so con- 
structed that a person may lie down or sit in them. 
So grateful it is to remain a considerable time in 
them, in the warm season of the year, that it 
is a common practice for bathers to take books 
with them to read while they thus indulge them- 
selves in the Bath. There are also Baths in a 
di6FereQt part of the bouse set apart for females. 
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After spending a little time at the Bath, we te* 
turned to breakfast* On sitting down to it, I 
could not avoid noticing the difference there waa 
between an American and an English breakfast 
table ; and I took out my pencil and put down the 
different articles that were on the table before me, 
which were intended for four persons only. The 
articles were as follows :-^coffee.andtea, withrolls, 
and bread and butter, broiled fish, and cudets, 
hang beef^ boiled eggs, a small species of lobster, 
radiaKeS| and blackberries. The butter brought 
upon the table, had a piece of ice placed upon it, 
which is a general practice in this country, during 
the sum^r. This keeps the butter as cool and 
hard as in winter* Most of this day was spent in 
passing, our luggage through the custom-house; 
and, it is but justice to the revenue officers in 
this country to notice, that they are very obliging 
in their bel^aviour;, and, being allowed handsome 
salaries, they are are not in the practice of taking 
fees or bribes. 

Sth Months UU Being invited by F. T. I ae« 
'^con^panied him to his country-house, about two 
miles above New- York, pn the East River, where 
1 spent the evening and slept. Being in the heat 
of summer, and near the tide waters, I was con- 
siderably annoyed with musquetoes. I returned 
with F. T. to New- York the next morning, and^ 

C 
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after attending' the monthty meeting tbere, dined 
at' J. B.'s. The next day I set out in the 

mail stage for Philadelphia, in company with 
J. L. and J. F« On our way, we dined at New- 
ark, at Archibald Gifford'a Tavern, and reached 
Princeton to supper. The country we passed 
through was pleasantly diversified with hill and 
dale ; and the luxuriant appearance of the fields 
of Indian com, had a very striking effect upon one 
who had not been much out of .England. The 
situations and appearances of Newark and Prince- 
ion, are particularly beautiiul. But it was quite 
dark before we reached Trenton, so that our 
coachman was unable to see bis way, in drivin|r 
into the ferry-boat; and the- wheels on one 
side of the carriage passing into the boat whilst 
those on the other side went ihio the Delaware, wc 
narrowly escaped a plunge* into the ii^ter. The 
passengers usually keep their seats in the carriage 
while it is ferried over the rivers in this country ; 
and, in general, the horses are so well trained, that 
they are driven in and out ot the boats without 
any difficulty. On finding ourselves in this perilous 
situation, we all got out of the carriage into the 
boat as well as we could j which was no very easy 
task, as it was quite dark, and we were without 
lamp or candle. The driver putting back his 
horses, got clear of the boat, and in his second 
attempt drove fairly into it, and we crossed the 
river without further accident. 
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The next moroing, the 4th of 8th Month, we 
got safe to Philadelphia to breakfast. Here I 
met with my brother J. S« and cousin T. W. whom 
I accompanied to S« B% in Arch-street, where 
I took up my lodgings. The streets of Philadel* 
phia all run parallel, or cross each other at right 
angles^ and many of them are planted with a row 
of trees on each side. In walking along them, I 
was a good deal entertain^^d with the loud, and 
almost incessant chirping which is heard from the 
trees in the evening, aftjer sunset ; and which I un* 
Jerstood was chiefly occasioned by the tree^ frog. 
This species of frog makes its abode amongst the 
branches of the trees, and makes a very considera* 
blfi noise in the evening. 

Bih Monthy Stk. I attended the Northern District 
monthly meeting; and,, being kindly invited, I 
dined and drank tea at J. W/s, where I met with 
R. J. — M..R.— S. S. and T. S. The company of 
so many friends, whom I had seen and known in 
England, was very pleasant. 

On the 6th pf the 8th Month, I attended the 
quarterly meeting, for Philadelphia, which, though 
one of the largest in. America, did not continue 
more than one hour and a half, there being but 
little business before it, besides answering the 
queries. As this was likely to be a very abundant 
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fruit year, and many friends Itad large orthardi, 
some mdividuals very presstngly cautioned them 
against Buffering ditir cider to foe distilled. The 
coneerncf friends, in thia country, againat Ae ire* 
quentttse of spirituous liquors in dieir familiet, is 
very great; and probably it b not wilimot jtist 
cause. The troiHsIe attendant on brewing and pre- 
serving malt liquor in warm cKmates is great ; and, 
on the contrary, spirituous liquors are preserved 
with so little difficulty, in bo little room, and at so 
easy an expense, that most families, especially hi 
the country, give them the preference as a com* 
nion i>evorage fhrotighout ihe year, when ifiltited 
widi 'water. ^ It is not from cider alone they pro* 
cure spirits. Large quantities are al8<» distilled 
from the juice of peaches. This is called peach 
brandy, and possesses a peculiar fiavoor and colour 
obtained from the kornels. The genera) price ^f 
brandies of these kinds is «iboBt 2s. 6d. to 3e. 6d«' 
sterling per gallon ^ and they are, when kept an 
equal age, but Httle inferior to French brandy. 
After the quarterly meeting, I dioed with T. S.'s 
family, being invited by him ; and, after dinner, 
took a walk with him through his tankard. I ob- 
served that they did not confine themselves to (Hik' 
l^ark ; but made use of bark from other trees alsoi 
the particular kinds of whieh I do not recollect; 
but I think a species of pine, called hemlock and 
beach, and the walnut arc of the number. 
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Srt Monthy 7th. In the afternoon I accom- 

{>anied some friendn to take a view of the skeleton 

of a Mammoth, which was carefully put together 

and set up in a convenient room in the city. Whcu 

clothed wldi flesh, this animal must have been of 

enormous bulk. The tusks were upwards of six 

feet in length, and the leg bones appeared atx)Ut 

the thickness of the waist of a middle sized person. 

In comparing the bones of this animal with those 

of an elephant, a considerable difference is observed^ 

particularly about the feet ; those of the Mammoth 

resembling the feet of a beast of prey more than the 

elephant, appearing to be armed with sharp claws. 

One of the claws, about eight inches in length, which 

was found near the skeleton, I had in my hands. 

An animal of such bulk, so armed, must have been 

very destructive to the creatures around him. The 

Indians have a tradition, that on this account the 

Great Spirit directed that the whole species should 

become extinct. Near the banks of the large 

rivers Jn this country, and generally near the salt 

springs, the bones of these animals are found. In 

the inland parts of America all kinds of cattle are 

excessively fond of salt, and, as in other parts of 

the world, there are here many springs who;>^ 

waters are brackish. Contiguous to these springs, 

the clay and earth, over which the waters have 

tun, are impregnated with salt; and to these 

places, all kinds of wild cattle frequently resort, 

and are lieen ficjting tht earth with great eagernesst 

C3 
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These places are caUed Salt Licirs, by the inhabi- 
tants, and, on the banks of the Ohio, is a place of 
this sort, called the Bigbone Lick, oi^ account of 
the great number of Mammoth bones which are 
found burie^ in its vicinity. From this it seem^ as 
if these enormous creatures stationed themselves 
near the salt springs, that they might make a pri^jr 
of the animals vhich resorted to them ; asd, it is 
very probable, that the old Mammoths, in particu- 
lar, might station themselves in places like these^ 
where, at last, they would die of old age. 

The 8th and 9th were spent in Philadelphia* 
The ntfstt day, acconr^panied by my brother ^ J. S. 
and T. W. I paid a visit to a relation at his estate 
above Norristown, being about twenty miles from 
Philadelphia* Xbis plantation, consists of 30O 
acres of good land, 200 of which are cleared, 
and 100 covered with wood. The wood land is 
the most valuable, being so convenient for the 
Philadelphia carpenters, &c. On the estate is a 
well finished scjuare stone house, about 15 yards in 
length, with. a wide boarded floor piazza, both in 
back and front. These afford excellent acccm- 
piodation during the summer season, whi< h con- 
tinues much longer, and in general is much warmer 
here than in, England $ as, in these piazzas, they 
frequently take, tea and spend their evenings. 
Besides the dwelling-house there is an excellent 
kitchen, and offices adjoining; wi^h a large bam,^ 
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and stmbtes sufficient to accommodate 40 horses 
aod cows ; all well built of stone. Th^ estate 
eatends the whole breadth betwiat the Schuylkill 
and Petkiomen. On the former river there is a 
Shad Fishery which is of considt^rabie value; and, 
if prosecuted with spirit, might supply many fa- 
milies with fish for the whole year. The house is 
so situated that it commands one of the finest pro- 
spectsrin Pennsylvania, and, being on a rising ground 
is dry and healthy. The whole together forms 
one of the most beautiful spots I have seen in the 
United States. This estate, with all ks appendages, 
cost about 360Q/« sterling, which is but 12A per 
acrjs, the Imildings included* Inhere is also an ex* 
cellent orchard of about 10 acres planted with the 
choicest fruit-trees, which are just in their prime. 

This plantation was formerly in the possession 
ef a friend from London, of the nai^pe of Vaux, 
who built tSte house and^made the improvements 
upon it. When he resided there with his family, 
during the American war, being in full view of 
the great American encampment at Valley Forge, 
and on the opposite side of the river Schuylkill, 
he had frequently the company of General Howe, 
and the other British Commanders. One day it' 
happened that he had Howe to breakfast and 
Washington to tea j and bciqg a friend who wished 
well to all men, he made no di$tinction between 
the contending parties, he ieft his. houi^e open to. 
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all. This was the general practice of fHends dar- 
ing the War, particularly with those who stood 
true to the principles of their profession j and this 
proved the best policy ; for though attended with 
some loss of f)rovisions at the time, yet they were 
*generally preserved from any Ferlous suffering in 
their persons, by their hospitable conduct. 

BM Mmthyttth. Thisbeingthe mda^oftfae 
week, our relation conducted us to Fnovidenee 
mee^kg, a few miles distant from his house. After 
mectiffg we were kindly invited to-dinner, by n 
friend who was a stranger to u«. We fetamnd 
acknowltdged his kindness, but returned with out 
relation, in whose family we spetit the remaimier 
of the day. Notwithstanding this was the hottetft- 
season of the year, -we had a very liberal supply of 
ice upon the table ; which I found my relation had 
the means of ^procuring widiout trouble or expence 
to himself. Amongst the buildings in his purchase 
was an ice-house, which every winter is replenish* 
ed by some of his neighbours, £br the privilege 
of supplying themsefares in the summer. I noticed 
that the two lemale servants employed in the fami« 
ly, had, both of tkem, been lately hired froth <m 
hoard a vessel lying in the Delaware; imd which 
had recently arrived from Amsterdam with several 
hundred Germans, men^ women, and children^ of ' 
that description of people called, in America, Re- 
demptioners. These art people in low ciKum- 



KO&TK AXEKSCA. SS 

Stances, wfae, beiogctenTous of tetditigin America^ 
aed tiot havi&g mxmtf to pay d&eir passage, agree 
with the American Captaius of vessels to be taken 
#ver oa condUioa of bhriag for a term of years, on 
their arrival in America, tb masters who are wllUog 
to advance 10 or 12 guineas to be deducted out of 
their, wages ; and it not unfrequeptly happens that 
they agree to serve two, three, or four years for 
meat and clothes only, <»i condition of their pas- 
. sage 1>eing paid* Tet, as wages, m die general^ 
nre rather high in America, it will easily be sup« 
posed that an active and clever person, conversant 
in son)ebQsineBs,wiH make mudi better terms on 
landing, than die old and infirm ; or dian those wh* 
come over ignorant of any business. 

The two female servants I have just mentioned 
were both widows ; and one of them had two chil- 
dren with her in the family, who were quite young. 
This woman had lost her husband about die time 
of thetr arrival xm the American coast; and the 
husband of the other, being a seafaring man be- 
lenging to Holland, had, as I understood, lost 
his life and property by an English ship of war. 
Although these two females had obtained a settle^ 
ment in a country enjoying many privileges beyond 
that which they had left ; yet, I think, no feeling 
mind could behold them thus circumstanced, 
placed amongst strangers of whose language they 
were almost wholly ignxjtant -, and habituated to 
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oustoma very diSerent from those to which they 
had now to confornif without sensations of com* 
passion ; and it was very pleasant to me to observe 
that the general deportment of my relations towards 
them was respectful. ' 

I noticed many families, particularly in Penn- 
sylvania, of great respectability both in our Society, 
and amongst othersi whp had themselves come 
over to this country as Redemptipners; or were 
the children of such. And it is remarkable, that 
the German residents in this country have a cha- 
racter for greater -industry and stability than those 
of any other nation. 

In the plantation adjoining my relation's, we 
visited a lead mine on the banks of the Perkio« 
men, wliicli was then worked by a Frenchman. He 
invited us to go down into it, where, at the depth 
of about 12 feet, I saw a vein of lead ore 18 inches 
in thickness ; and as it is wrought at a very easy 
expense, there was a great ptobability of its being 
a very valuable acquisition. But these things, like 
many others in the world^ have the stamp of great 
uncertainty upon them. 

8^ Month, 13th. We returned this day to 

' Philadelphia. In our way, we stopped at the Buck 

Tavern, where we supped and breakfasted. After 

breakfast we crossed the Schuylkill, at Spring Mill 
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Ferry, and had a sight of a vineyard of about five 
acres, under the iiian;igemcnt of a Frenchman* 
As the vines were not suffered to grow more than 
three feet in height, it had eomcthing the appear, 
ance of a field of raspberries- By the pruning 
down the vines, the iruit, generally, becomes much 
finer than when suiFeretl to sf read, as is commonly 
the case in England. This day the thermometer ^ 
stood at 76, in tne shade, at two o'clock in the 
afternoon, i believe that we have sometimes as * 
hot days in England, durng the summer months, 
as are commonly fcit in Aniericit ; but there be- 
ing a much longer continuance of hot weather 
in the latter country, tt is, of course, more fa- 
vourable for ripening various kind;? ot Iruit, Hav- 
i0g been very kindiy invited, 1 tliued at E* h\ 
the father of one of our companions on the v0}age S 
from Liverpool. The generous a.tentionii 1 ex- 
perienced in this family, 1 trust I shall not soon. 
forget. On sitting down to dinner, i iound myself 
in company with three other Englisnmen, whom 
this kmd family had also invited : ihey were J. S, 
of Manchester j J, is. of Waketitrld -, and J. F, of 
Leeds. ' 

Bth Mouthy 14^A, was employed in Philadel- 
phia;, and, after busines^j, 1 drunk tea and spent ^ 
the evening at Bk J's, He was one of that little 
band of friends who visited the 6ouih of France a 
few years ago. ^ 
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Bih M^mh \Stfu Spent pavt of this day at J. 
W.'s,. vhere I had the company of R. J« and M. 
R« The lively and cheerful flow of B. J/s spirits 
reoMua^ with her io her old age ^ no doubt^ in a 
preat measure, the resuk of a well-spent life ; and 
she enjoysi in a remarkable degreO} the love and es- 
teem of her neighbours and friends. In the evening 
I called on Wm« Savery's widow, who appeared to 
be dejected, on account of &e recent loss of a ber 
loved husband. Few men have finished their 
course, in the possessicm of more esteem and reg^urd 
from mi^kind in gcqeral ;.and his mind dwelling 
near to the Fountain of Life^d Lave* his charity 
was unbounded. Exclusive of $kfi testimony of 
the meeting to which he belonged, I noticed a num- 
ber of tributes to his. memory, in a variety of peu* 
odical publications, both io prose and verse* 

8/A Month I6th. Spent a pleasant evening at 
D. Bacon's« He, like the last mentioned friend, 
was a man highly esteemed in the circle of his 
acquaintance ; and, being of a sweet dispositfon, 
had a great place amongst young friends, wh^ his 
advice was wanted. He is since deceased. 

%th Month \7th. I dined aod spent, a. part 

"of the day at James Pemberton's, a kind 

and hospitable friend of this meeting. Although 

approaching to his 90th year, he was then of 

considerable activity in offices of kindness to his 

s#> 
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friends* Having lived nearly all hi» time in this 
^ity, he has had the opportunity of observing its 
regular^ although rapid progress/ from a small 
town to a great commercial city. Amongst other 
things, he mentioned to me that he well remem* 
bered the time when there was but one ironmon- 
ger's shop in the place ; and when there ^was only 
one ship in the trade between Philadelphia and 
London ; and the arrival of this vessel used to be 
of so much importance, that marriages were some- 
times dielayed until its return. Such is the great 
increase of this city, that it is now said to contain 
106,000 inhabitants; more than 1000 families of 
whom are of our society. 

8th Monthy 18/A. Being the first day of the week, 
I attended Frankfort meeting; afterwards dined at 
M. W/s, and in the afternoon drank tea at A. G.'s, 
"where I slept. And the next day I returned to 
Philadelphia, A. G. kindly giving me a seat in his 
carriage. 

8rA Months 20th. Most part of this day was 
employed at Philadelphia, in writing to my family 
in England. Having an opportunity of noticing 
a thermometer, I observed that it stood at 82 in 
the shade. The next day was employed in busi- 
ness at Philadelphia ; and I supped and spent the . 
evening at J. W.*8. 
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' Bth Months f%d. I set out for New-York ia 
the packet-boat, by way of Burlington, and had a 
pleasant sail up the Delaware, being about 20 
miles. The fare I paid was 13| pence to Bur- 
lington. The next day I attended Burlington meet- 
ing, and on the 24th, set out in the public stage, for 
Amboy, passing through a great part of West Jer- 
sey. In our way we breakfasted at Croswick's, 
where I noticed a noble meeting-house and school, 
which friends have built there, with^ spacious 
grounds about them^ all in neat order. This night 
I lodged at the inn at Amboy, and was pleasantly 
lulled to rest by the plaintive notes of the Whippoor- 
will. This bird is often heard in the dead of the 
night, in the summer season, in America. Its song 
is an unceasing repetition of the three syllables of its 
name, *' Whip-poor-will," in soft and plaintive 
accents* 

^th Monthy 2$thm This, morning I went on 
board the packet for New- York, and in the passage 
we passed by the Romulus, Capt. R. B. from Liver- 
pool. By this vessel I had the pleasure of receiv- 
ing letters from my friends in England, and also 
agreeable accounts of my wife and children, who 
were at Liverpool when^he left that port. 

I staid at New- York till after the 11th of the 9th 

month. In this city I once dined at the house of 

, in company with several English friends. 
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This individual is a remarkable instance of the 
instability of human things. A tery short time 
since he was one of the most wesilhy merchants 
in this city, and stood high ib the estimation of 
friends, and that deservedly. By the Indians who 
visited New- York, he was looked up to as a father ; 
and his house was always open to them. When 
by a sudden reverse, arising from circumstances 
which he could not control, his property was 
dissipated and lost. •: 

9th Month, Zd and ^th, were employed in Busi- 
ness. One day, in passing along the streets, I was 
entertained with the sight of two Indian *young 
men, with each a bbw and arrow in his hand, trip- 
ping nimbly along, like two wild animals yet un- 
broken to the yoke. I also attended the sale of a 
forge and saw mill^ with four dwelling-houses, and 
50 acres of land, distant 40 miles from New- 
York, and 10 miles from Hudson's' River. The 
whole sold for 2701. sterling. Before I left this 
city, I wrote several letters to my family and 
friends in England, by the Josiah, Collins. 

9th Month, 12th. I left New- York in the stage, 
for Philadelphia, arrived there the next day; 
and, after staying one night, set out for Baltimore 
in the stage, by way of Derby, Chester, Wilming- 
ton, Head of Elk, and Havre-de-Grace. Here I 
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crossed the Susquehasnah, 9 noble river, being 
about one mile over. Thence I proceeded to the 
Gunpowder Falls, where I saw some considerable 
iron works. 

9tA Month, 15th. I came to Baltimore, and 
being pressingly invited by J. T. I took up my 
quarters at his house. As I was a stranger in 
Baltimore, and had no acquaintance With him, but 
had accidentally met with him at a friend's house, 
as I was delivering a letter, I felt the greater ob- 
ligation to him for his generous attention. 

9th Monthj 16th. After being employed the fore- 
part of the day in business, I was invited to dinner 
by G. M. an open-hearted old man, and father* 
in-law to J. T. with whom I spent part of the day. 
In the afternoon I called upon G. M. who, a consi- 
derable time back, had emigrated with his father, 
of the same name, and several branches of the 
fainily, into this country, out of the northern parts 
of Yorkshire, 

9th Monthj 17th. I left Baltimore, and, in the 
evening, came to Washington City ; or rather to 
the scite on which the Metropolis of the United 
States is intended to be built ; for, as yet, little is 
done towards the foundation of a city, excepting 
the public offices, and houses for the accommoda- 
tion of the officers and clerks in the various de- 
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partments of the State, and a few iofta and taverns ; 
but» as George Town is adjoining to it, they to* 
gether make up a population of about 8000 inha- 
bitants. l*he capitol will be a noble building 
when finished ; and is beautifully situated on i^ 
commanding eminence ; whence every part of the 
city may be seen; and whence also is a fine pros 
pect of the Navy Yard, and of the Potowmack as 
far down as Alexandria ; being a distance of 6 or 
7 miles. Upon the whole, the situation is one of 
the most eligible spots for a city that I have ever 
seen ; and the plan being deliberately drawn out, 
and every thing done with regularity and order, it 
bids fair at some future day, to be one of th^ 
most elegant and regularly built cities in the world ; 
and, what ia of more consequence, the situation is 
dry and healthy. To a contemplative mind, there 
is something very interesting in the consideration 
of the representatives of an extensive empire, like 
that of the United States, thus jointly fixing 
upon the most eligible situation for their chief 
city. 

After taking tea at George Town, I crossed the 
Potowmack, and went down that evening to 
Alexandria, a beautiful little city, situated on that 
river, at a spot where it is about one mile over, 
and so deep that ships of war ride at anchor, 
before the town. 

J)2 
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A Tforthy fi4eiid, of this c^ity,* meiitioDed to me 
a remarkable pre8ervaci<m experienced there during 
the war. While the town was in the hands of the 
American Government, the English Commander 
had, for some rensfMi, given orders to Imm it ; and 
a ship of war, containing every requisite for its de- 
struction, was ordered up llie Potowmack. The in- 
habitants, as may well be conceived, were in the 
utmost consternation ; but, at the moment when 
they were in the greatest confusion and distress ; 
whilst the ship was steadily making her way within 
fright of the town, and all was given up for lost, 
there being no prospect of help, at this critical mo- 
ment, the ship struck upon a sandbank, where she 
remained immoveable* The town was thus provi* 
dentially saved from destruction, by that AIUpow- 
erfui arm, which so often interpq^es in the aifairs 
of men; sometimes bringing down those who by a 
series of success seem to think themselves out of 
the reach of accident ; and sometimes raising up 
others who by a long train of adversity had thought 
themselves even below hope. 

9th Months ISth. I lodged last night at Alexan- 
dria. Soon after I fell asleep, I was suddenly 
waked by the noise of a number of horns. It ap- 
peared to me that the instruments used were cow- 
horns ; and they made a prodigious bellowing in 
the dead of the night. On inquiring I found that 
it was the constant practice of the watchmen 6f 
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thin tilf, on meeting, to take their jrounds, to 
serenade the citizens with a loud blast from their 
horns, which they carry with them, and which are 
used for the same purpose as the watchmeo'^^at- 
tles iu England* This morning, in company with 
two friends, I crossed the PotowmacI^, and paid a 
visit to a f?imily^ at N f - This family> consist- 
ing chiefly of females, were born at Wickersly, 
near Rbtheram. Their mother was of a family 
near Settle who are of the Roman Catholic per- 
suasion« The family came over early in the set*' 
tlement of Maryland by Lord Baltimore ; and tlie 
bricks of which the hwae is built, they informed 
me, were brought over in the same ship with their 
progenitors. The house is, constructed upon the 
plan of some of our old English mansions ; and the 
garden is laid out in the old English style • It is 
remarkable that I have never yet seen a garden, in 
America, walled round as in England. I believe 
that one principal reason is the warmth of the cli- 
mate, and the clear, fine atmosphere^ wh]ch pre- 
dg^ude the use of fruit walls« Besides, walls would 
obstruct the free current of air, which would be an 
objection to them* Yet I have frequently seen 
gardens handsomely fenced round to the height of 
6 or 7 feet, with neatly planed boards, painted 
white or green* It abated gready the pleasure I 
should have received from th^ hospitality of this 
family, when I was informed that they were in 
possession of upwards of one hundred Ne^o 
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slaves ; numben of whom I saw at work in the 
fields, the garden, and. about the house. They 
appeared to be a remarkably stout, robust race of 
men, and, in point of health, had, to all appear- 
ance, greatly the advantage of their owners* A 
person, not conversant with these things, would b« 
naturally led to thii^k, that where families have the 
opportunity of employing a number of slaves,' 
every thing about their housest gardenst and plan- 
tations, would be kept in very nice order* How- 
ever, the reverse oft' this is generally the case ; and 
I was sometimes ready to think that the more 
slaves there were employed about a house and 
plantation, the more disorder appeared. 1 am 
persuaded, that in a well-regulated family, with 
one or two hired servants, . much more neatness, 
order, and comfort may be preserved, than can be 
mamtained by treble the number of slaves* I have 
been in families where several slaves were kept 
which have scarcely afforded the common neces» 
paries oi hie* 1 have sat at table in families where 
two or three slaves have waited upon us, and ye||. 
there has not been a lodging-rooai or accommoda- 
tioDs at night, equal to what many a labouring man 
in £ngland is able to furnish ; and, to compare the 
accommodations of a slave-holder, in some of the 
jSouthcrn States, with what the meanest of the 
Pennsylvaoian farmers are accustomed to, would 
he still mor^ unfavourable to the former. 
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9th Months 19M. After attending to some busi- 
ness, P. J. and several other friends joining us^ we 
took a boat with an intention of visiting Mount 
Vernon ; but, after sailing a few miles on the 
Potowmack, the wind got up vfcry high, and 
we found it would be unsafe to land : so, after 
taking a view of that beautiful spot from the river^ 
we found it most prudent to return. Before we 
had got half way back to Alexandria) the wind 
still increasing, a great part of our company pre- 
ferred walking 7 or 8 miles in the heat of the day, 
to the danger of continuing their v^oyage on the 
river ; and they wete accordingly put on shore at 
the first convenient landing. On approaching the 
shore) I was entertained with the sight of a num- 
ber of beautiful tortoises, that were seated upon 
the edge of a large boat which lay a wreck at the 
water side. Their colours were as beaLitifulIy 
variegated as the wiags of the butterfly. After 
landing a part of our company, we beat up the 
river in the best manner we could : and, hadP I not 
been a pretty good swimmer, I should frequently 
have considered myself in extreme danger ; but 
knowing that if the boat had filled with water, I 
was able to swim on shore, I had not mueh ieaf 
about me. 

9th Monthy 20th. I attended Alexandria monthly 
meeting in the forenoon ; and, there being a vessel 
lying here, which was about sailin||; for Liverpool, 
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I wrote and forwarded several letters to my rela* 
tives in England. Although the atmosphere on 
the continent is in general vcrj' clear ; yet I could 
not avoid noticing, that, in this part of America, 
it was still clearer than in any place I had before 
seen. Hie stars seemed to glitter with a brilliancy 
exceeding any thing I had already been t^itness 
to. So great was their lustre, that, waking about 
midnight, and observing a considerable degree of 
light shining into the chamber, at first, I thought 
it might be from the moon ; but^ on recollection, 
I knew this could not be the case, and looking 
out at the window, I found the light proceeded 
from several brilliant stars, which shone with such 
brightness as to cause the shadow of any inter- 
vening object, much in the same manner as the 
moon. The inn I slept at, is kept by an English- 
man of the name of Gadsley, and is conducted in 
a manner much superior to most inns in this coun- 
try, or many in England* Every thing was pre- 
served neat and clean, with good beds, and not 
ixiore than one or two in a chamber. 



No Tz.— James Pemberton, a friend mentioned in page 36, 
is since deceased ; and an interesting account is giren of him 
IB |hc 10th part ©f " Piety Promoted," by J. G. Beran. 
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CHAP. IIL 

Port' Tohacto-^FrederickMburg-^Richmond'^J^egro trt- 

al^Gbuchland — Frederickahurgr-^ffcctn of JSTegrB 

Slavery on the WMtes-^^Mount Vernon — George Town 

--^Baltimore — Brandy Wine — Wilndngton'-^Pfuladel'^ 

phia. 

On the ^Ut of 9th Months 1804, I left Alexan- 
dria, crossed the Potowmack, and went down to 
Port-Tobacco^ In my way I passed through 
Piscattaway, where I dineH, and where, amongst 
other things, broiled squirrels were served up at 
table. In travelling along this day, I observed 
that "the population of this part of the country 
consisted chiefly of black people ; and, In many 
parts of the road, I noticed it was mostly tracked 
with the bare feet, some of which appeared to 
be immoderately large, arising, probably, from 
jtheir almost constant practice of going barefoot. 
In many places I had an opportunity of seeing the 
farmers busily employed in treading out the grain 
in the open fields, with their horses. These were 
mounted with several negro boys, who continued 
riding round and round in a circle, in which the 
sheaves were spread. At the same time, a num- 
ber of negro men were employed in casting off 
the straw, when the grain was trodden out, and 
replacing it with fresh sheaves. Sometimes I have 
seen ten or twelve horses go round in one circle • 
one negro boy having the care of two or three 
hordes* 
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9th M<mth^ 22^/. In passing by the public 
grave>yard at Port-Tobacco, I observed on one 
of the grave stones, the name of Gray inscribed, 
with the addition that he was a native of the parish 
•f Sheffield. 

9^A Months flZd. In travelling along the ro^d, 
I was a liule entertained with several parties of 
females riding to their places of worship ; som« 
of whom were escortcxl by a negro boy who rode 
behind one of the girls. On coming to a gate, or 
any other impediment, the negro jumps nimbly off 
the horse, and, after rendering the service required, 
as nimbly runs after his mistress and again resumes 
his seat, without any detention of the paxl)^. 

Yesterday I visited Colonel Ware, at his hab^* 
tation, by whom I was kindly treated. Mai^ 
habitations in this part of the country are exceed-" 
ingly private and retired; and the situations of 
some of them beautiful beyond description; but 
that cruel system of negro slavery, seems to hang 
like a dark cloud over all their pleasant scenes. In 
the afternoon of this day, I returned to Alexandria, 
and, in crossing the Potomack, was ferried over 
by two negro slaves, who gave me an account of 
two of their fellow slaves being drowned, in cross- 
ing this ferry during the last winter, at a time 
wh^n large quantities of ice were floating down tiie 
stream, which overset the boat. I believe, it so«i^* 
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times happens, that these poor creatures are very 
unnecessarily exposed to dangers, when they dare 
noi remonstrate with, then* owners. 

Arrivrog at Alexandria in tiihe, I attended their 
afternoon meeting, and diBtd with W. P. a valu* 
able old' customer ; and afterwards sapped and 
spent the evening with his partner J. B. a worthy 
lyiinister. 

9th Months 2Uh. I set out in the mail stage 
for Fredericksburg, where I spent the evening, and 
lodged at the hoiise of a hospitable person of the 
name of J. C. who, though not a member of our 
society, ^ a regard for friends and their pririi 
Ciples. In some conversation I had with him, he 
told me that he came over to America with his 
parents, in early life, from Ireland ; and being soon 
left an orphan, had many difficulties and dis- 
courage nfients to surmount ; but that he had beeil 
favoured to establish himself here. I found he 
was considered' by his neighbours, as a man of re« 
spectability ; and by many of them ^ as supposed to 
be a member of bur society. Although convinced 
of the truth of our principles, vet I believe he has 
never applied to be received as a metbber ; and 
being at a considerable distance from any meeting 
of friends, and having but little of their society, 
except the transient call of such as may be travel- 
ling that way, it is probable he never may s^ply. 
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9ih Mouthy 2Sth. I pursued my way to Rich- 
mond in the 9uul sUge» thr^u^ a beautiful coun- 
try, but clouded and debased by N^gro slavery. Ji% 
the house where I breakfastedt which is called the 
Bowling-green, I was told that the owner had in his 
passession 2CX) slaves. In one field near the house, 
planted with tobacco, I counted nearly kO women 
and children, employed in picking grubs from the 
plant. In the afternoon I passed by a field iu 
which several poor slaves had lately been executed, 
on the chafge of having an intention to rise against 
their masters. A lawyer who was present at their 
trials at Richmond, informed me that on one 
of them being asked, what he had to say to the 
court on his defence, he replied^ in a manly tone of 
voice : *' I have nothing more to offer than what 
General Washington would have had to^offer, had 
he been taken by the British and put to trial by 
them. I have adventured my life in endeavouring 
to obtain the liberty of my countrymen, and am a 
willing sacrifice in their cause : and I beg, as a fa- 
vour, that I. may be immediately led to execution. 
I know that you have pre-determined to shed my 
blood, why then all this mockery of a trial ?" 

In the eyening I arrived at Richmond, the capi- 
tal of Virginia. In one respect, this has a good 
deal the appearance of an English town, having a 
cloud of smoke hanging over it, occasioned by the 
u^e of pit-coal* They have great plenty of this 
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article in the neighbourhood, a considerable quan- 
tity of which they ship to other parts of the United 
States* There, is also a navigable canal for the 
eonveyanccLof coal, on which a great deal of biisi* 
ness is done, and the canal appears to be as well 
managed as those in England* 

9th Months 26ih. Having business with C« A. of 
Gouchland, at a distance of about 30 miles on a 
cross road) I hired a horse and rode to his house 
in the course of the day. My road lying, part of 
the way, through extensive plantations cultivated 
by negro slaves, many of whom dwell in small 
clusters of huts at no great distance from their 
master^s ^use, I had the curiosity to look into 
some of their little habitations, but all that I exa- 
mined were wretched in the extreme, and far in- 
ferior to many Indian cottages I have scen« 

In passing along I observed in some placet that 
the land was very productive in tobacco, being a 
fine richr black mouli, 

9lA Mouthy ZTth. I slept at C. A% and this 
looming set out for Fredericksburg, being ac» 
i:ompanied by his young man, our road lying 
through the woods great part of the way. At the 
place where we dined, we were waited on by two 
muUatto girls, whose only- clothing appeared to 
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be loose garments of cotten and wooHen cloths, 
{irt round the waist vfith a ^mall cord. 1 ba4 9b« 
served that this was a common dress of the work* 
ing female N^sgroesin the fields ; but, when eag^ed 
in business in the house, it seemed hardly sufficient 
to cover them. In the yard, I observed a number 
of slaves engaged in the management of a still, 
employed in making spirits from cider. Here 
^gain I had the curiosity to look into some pf the 
Negro huts, which like those I had before seen, pre* 
sented little else but dirt and rags* In travelling 
along, I saw several plantations of cotton, in some 
of which the negro children were gathering the wooL 
In thie afiernoon, as pur road lay through the wpculs, 
I was s^urprised to meet a. family party travelling 
along in as elegant a coach as is usually mtt with 
in the neighbourhood of London ; and attended by 
several gaily dressed footmen: a sight nptvery 
common in the back woods of this country. The 
evening, coming on, and up inn being near, .we 
took up our jquacters »t the house of a planter of 
the name of Holiday, where. we. ¥tt^.r0.imllMeoni^ 
modated. 

. 9th Mmt&^^Bth» .We<Jtme ta Fredericksburg 
and lodged at FisheK's:Tavfim. . The ntsX m;oraing, 
I was.waked^ early by the cries of a. poor Negfo, 
who was undergoing a.severe correction, previously 
lo bis going to work. On taking ^ walk on the 
banks of the Rappahannock, the river on which 
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tins town is seated, I stepped into one of the large 
tobacco warehouses which are biiilt here, for the 
reception and inspection of that plant, before it is 
petmitted to be exported. On entering into con- 
yersation with an inspector, as he was employed in 
looking over a parcel of tobacco, he lamented the 
Kcenciousness which he remarked so generallff 
•prevailed in this town. He said, that in his remem- 
brance;, the principal part of the inhabitants were 
emigrants from Scotland, and that it was coasi* 
dered so reproachful to the white inhabitants, if 
they were found to have an illicit connection. with 
their female slaves, that their neighbours would 
fthun the company of such, as of persons with 
.whom it was a reproach to be acquainted. The 
case wasAOw so much sdtered that, he believed, 
there were but few slave holders in the place who 
were free from gailt in this respect: and that it 
was 1 ow thought but little of. Such was the bru- 
tality and hardness of heart which this evil pro- 
duced, t6at some amongst them paid no more 
regard to selling their own children, by their 
female slaves, or even their brothers and sisters, m , 
the same line, than they would do to the disposal 
of a cow'or a horse, or any other property in the 
brute creation. To so low a degree of degrada- 
tion does the system of negro slavf ry nnk the while 
inhabitants, who are unhappily enga^^d inij* 
US 
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9tA Jfcntk. 29ih* HsL^'mf; paid any hrt-liAt 
night to go ia the imil sta^ to AleUttdiia^ I re^ 
paired to the T avern dtis monring, at Ae 

hoar appointed by the landlord^ who ia tl6<^ dftk 
to the stage ; i>ut the circunMtance of any kwlgtng 
at another inn^ oa aeconnt of ^ vevmki *iHtll 
which. I had beea annoyed when I last slept at th^ 
Tayem, bad so . displeased the man, that 
he had sent off the stage considerably before tha 
usual time^ In order that I might be disappointed 
of getting to Alexandria this day. As I stood at 
the door of the Tavern, remonstrating with the 
landlord on account of his mean and unkind con* 
duct in treating nw thus, J. C. rode up to us ob 
an excellent horse of iits own; and as.soonas- he 
understood how the landlord bad behaved to mo, 
he immediately dismounted ' and insisted upon my 
pursuing my journey upon his horse* I . accord^ 
ingly accepted his generous offer^ but, before I 
aet out, I complained to the poat<>master, who re** 
turned the money I had paid at the Tavern, and, 
at the same time declared^ thaf if ever he again 
detected the landlord' in die like* base . conduct to 
any travdlery hb Would v remove the nnnl sta^ 
to another innu ^ The ciroumstanoe of pursuing: ijiy 
journey on horsehkck, afibrded ibe an of^ortuait^ 
of visiting Moimt 'Venic»i^ the habit^km of tbe 
iate'Geiieral Washington ;iandir was' shown through 
the house by a perstHii.who had the care of it. 
The situation is beautiful^ b^ing a rising ground. 
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cotiHimKltag a 'fine prospect of Ihe riv^r Pcxto- 
mtick and the snrroniiidiiig eciipiry. In the even- 
tug,. I arrived safe lit Gadbyfs.Tavprn ia Alexan- 
dria^ haying enjoyed, en horseback^ a much more 
feasant ride^ than. I shoidd have had in the stage. 
Thus it sometintes happens <jbat our enjpyinents 
arise out of disappaiotmencd. 

9f<4 Months 30i/i. A respectable person at the 
inn being about to return towards f redericksburg^ 
affprded an opportunity of sending back J. C.'s 
horse, and I accordingly availed myself of it. I 
supped and spent this evening at E. S.^s, a valuable 
medical friend in this city, 

tOth Mouthy 15^1(771^2//, were spent at Alexandria- 
in comtnercial engagenAeiits. The next day I took 
my passage in the packet for George Town, and 
had a pleasant sail ilp the' PotO'wnrack; -having a 
fine view of Washington city, particularly of the 
capitol arid of the President's house ; which are in 
isight all the way- from Alexandria. In the evenirg 
I ea^e to Georgib Towo>'aad staid^ai anion, in 
cbmpatiy-v^^ a*Mi^«fs<ingi^rwho fadd^^jotC' arrived 

-from Sptkiny ^itii d4st>acehe^ fdr the' American 
iGoveriiment J afnd^ h«; being >ati'a|p^eabie intelK- 
gehtpet^n, thb^tknfe'I -wwi lltlih Mm was spent 

'^tisfeetorHy. ' - . . 

lOth Months 4tth. I set.oue Cor BalUi^iore, in 
company with Thomas Washingtoit, n relation ^f 
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the General of that name. With thia person I 
had some acquaintance, having met with lum be- 
fore* In traveUiDg along, he gave me a little 
account of a visit he paid to Paris, at the time o£ 
the Revolution* Amongst other things, he men* 
tioned to me the extt'cme indifference with which 
many poor men paid the forfeit of their lives^ 
during that awful period. At one time he accom- 
panied the American Ambassador, to a place whence 
he had a near view of a number of these victims, as 
they were about to be executed ; and where he was 
so near that he could hear their conversation: which 
was as light and frivolous as of men engaged in 
the common or ordinary concerns of life. One of 
them remarked to his companion, that he would 
take care that he would have nothing to do with 
Revolutions in the next world, seeing he had met 
with so poor a reward in this. 

Several of our companions in the stage were 
French people, and amongst them .a Catholic 
priest. There was something singular in this 
man*a conduct and convei[satipn. . Sometimes he 
appeared very devoutly reading a book of devo* 
tion ; and, in a moment, he would shut up his book 
and begin singing with the ^eatest gaity, and 
talking nonsense^ to his female conipanions. In 
the afternoon I arrived at Baltimore, and took tip 
my quarters at J* T/st 
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tOth M^nthySthk 4 veasd being a2>out to sail 
for £]^^aad from this port, I employed the day 
m writing, to my family, and friends th^ re ; and, in 
the evening, I supped with old friend G. M. 

lOrA, Mont/ij 6th. This day I was engaged in at- 
tending to my concerns in Baltimore ; and the next 
feeing tlie Istof the week, I atfended the meeting in 
that city, and supped and ^pent the evening with 
j". ]VJ. an old customer, who having acquired a large 
property in trade, has now retired from business.. 
I was informed that his eldest son had addressed 
Wm. Patterson's daughter, in ofder to marriage; 
but having Jerome Bonapait6 for a rival, had met 
with a disappointment ; she having given the pre- 
ference to the Frenchman, to whom she is now 
married* I had an opportunity of seeing Jerome 
and his bride, and could perceive in his counte* 
nance and person, a great resemblance to the 
pgrtraits we see of the French Emperor. 

iO/A 3f6ta/tySth^ wsis eioiployed in writing t# 
my ftiefids \n England ; and, an opportunity offet- 
iiig, I forwsttded severalletters and papers to Ihttn* 

lQ^h^MoniIh^9th* Ileft Baltimore. The road 
ifi.^Ome patttjytng thrf>U(gh the .woods, and the 
wmd being very high^ we found same diSiculty in 
getting alo^g, on ncoount of a grent number of 
large trees which were blown down and laid across 
the road. However we got safe to Havrc-de- 
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•Grace ; but^the wmd eontinuhsg'' high, it wsUi 
thought unsafe to send the mail across the Sus* 
quehamiah, whick is here upwards of a mile over ; 
so we concluded to lodge here, and see what the 
morning might produce. As we were a mixed 
company in the stage, the conversation turned c^ 
various subjects ; and the poor Negro slaves being; 
frequently in sight, as we passed along, they be- 
came one of course. I observed one passenger to 
be a warm advocate for the slave trade; and he, 
in very strong terms, condemned the conduct of 
friends who were active in the cause of the Negroes* 
Amongst other things, he remarked that there was 
a taiior in. Philadelphia, a Quaker, of the name 
of , whose work-board being at a front 

window, he had an opportunity of noticing the pas- 
sengers in the street , and that whenever he saw a 
Negro whom he judged to be a runaway slave, he 
would, in a mdment, jump from his work-board 
and run into the street. If he found the Negro to 
be redly a runaway, he would take him under hi^ 
protection^ and send hini to some settlenaent in the 
back pailis of Pennsylvatua, where he would .b^ 
sure to find employment $ and thus he went on 
from day to day, in what the slave merchant 
considered no better than highway robbery.. The 
man who was making these observations, I found 
had been in that trade y and that T.r H. was At 
ttitnd he allud^sd to. 
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ICUh Monthy lOth^ The windU haiviiig some- 
what abated, we veotured to cross the Susque- 
haanah ; but it being the time of low water, aod the 
force of the winds having driven down the water 
very considerably the boats could not approach the 
firm land by more than 100 yards, and we had to 
mount upon the backs of the boatmen, who car- 
ried us through the mud ; but with considerable 
difficulty, and not without 'now and then letting us 
down in the mire« On getting fairly over, V found 
a number of friends by the river side, on their way 
to Baltimore yearly meeting ; and amongst them 
M W. formerly of Sheffield* In the course of 
the afternoon I passed by A. A. near the Head of 
£lk. In the evening I came to Newport where 
I slept, having had the company of J. Pleasants, of 
Philadelphia. 

10th Months llth. I came to Wilmington, knd 
was kindly «ptertained at S« S.'s and J. G.'s ; the 
former of whom a^ccompanied me to the Brandy 
Wine River Mills* These niilU are mostly in the 
hands of friends ; and although not the most ex* 
tensive, are in the construction and situation perhaps 
equal to any. They are eight in number, and each 
grind upon an average, per day, about three tons 
and^ a half of flour, and about ten tons of Indian 
meal ; going through sSX the proeesses of grind- 
ing, dressing, packing, &c. They are so situated, 
that vessels receive and discharge their cargoes 
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alongside thfe mills. The neighbourhood of thtsc 
miUs is romantic and beautiful, and is one amongst 
the many pleasant spots I have seen in this coun- 
try. Indeed the town of Wilmingtt>ti has every 
advantage ; its situation being On a HsJng ground, 
and its streets, intersecting each oth:er at right 
angles. , 

IQth Month, 12th^ was spent pleasantly at 
Wilmington, in the families of J. G. and S. Si 
In this place, as is many towns in this coun- 
try, I observed that a considerable proportion oJF 
the inhabitants were friends, and what* to an 
Englishman had^ something remarlcable in it, I 
noticed that the females at the inn, where I took 
my place in the stage, appeared like plain consist- 
ent friends, and indeed they were such, for ought 
I know to the contrary. 

10th Months ISth. I took my departure for Phila- 
delphia, the road lying through a pleasant country, 
diversified with hill and dale, and commanding a fine 
prospect of the Delaware and the opposite Jersey 
fihxjrc, nearly all the way. In passing by some 
farms near Wilmington, I was struck with the sight 
of several fields of Indian com, the crops on which 
were finer than any I had ever before^een. On 
inquiry, I found they belonged to an innkeeper, who 
had manured them well; From various observ- 
tions I have fnade,. I have no doubt that the landl 
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i^ this country, generally speaking, would, when 
plentifully manured, yield much greater crops than 
can commonly be obtained in England; chiefly 
owing to their summer, or season of vegetation 
continuing a greater length of time than with us. 

In the evening I arrived at Philadelphia. 

• 

10/A Months \Uh. Th's, being the first day of 
the week, I attended meeting ; and, in the after* 
noon was at the burial of S, E. who had been, a 
friend and customer of mine some years. The uncer- 
tainty, of life, and the fluctuating state of things ill 
the world, were seldom more fully exemplied thaa 
in the case of this young man. Few men have pur- 
sued business with more reputation and success 
than. he had done ; so that, in a few years, he had 
honourably acquired a very large property ; and, 
only a very few weeks before, was united to an ami- 
able young Woman, to whom he had for some time 
been sincerely attached. At this moment, whea 
every thing on earth seemed to smile around him, 
and there was every prospect of many years of 
happiness, a blight was brought over all, in an 
unexpected and awful way. He was suddenly 
deprived of reason, and, after a few weeks con- 
finement, departed this life, leaving a mournful, 
although instructive lesson of the mutability of all 
earthly enjoyments. Having received an invifatioh 
from my countryman T. S. I supped and spent the 

evening at his house. 

F 
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lOth Month. ISth and 16th^ I was employed in 
business ; and having an opportunity, by a vessel 
which was ready for sailing, I wrote to my family* 
The next day I spent an hour or two in Doctor 
R/s family. The Doctor, although advanced in 
years, is st^l very active in business; and his wife, 
who is an elderly woman, continues to be very 
active in her family. I found them amidst a nu- 
merous group of promising children; some of 
whom are arrived at years of maturity. The con- 
versation I had with the Doctor was interesting, 
he having been intimately acquainted with many 
of the leading characters in the Ke volution, par* 
ticularly with General Washington, and the Presi- 
dent, T. JeiFerson. As Doctor R. had constantly 
been a warm advocate for the abolition of Negro 
slavery, he sometimes endeavoured to introduce 
the subject in conversation with the General ; but 
always found him extremely backward at saying 
any thing on these occasions, as if conscious of the 
cruelty of the practice, although he was involved 
in it. Though a man of great character and 
talents in many respects, yet the detention of his 
Negro slaves in bondage during his life^ will al- 
ways be a shade to his virtues. Yet it is but jus- 
tice to notice that, by will, he provided for the 
liberation of his slaves, who in course became free- 
jnen at his death. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Occurrence*^ }^c, in Philadetfihia^ during a stay of 
several Months, 

ll^A Months 2d. I supped and spent the even* 
ing at 8. S.\ where a sister of John Pembertoa's 
widow was present* She informed me, that her 
father was frequently in the practice of entertain- 
itig diflFerent parties of Indians, who came^to Phi- 
ladelphia OQ public business ; and that having once 
invited a number of chi6fs. Who were then in the 
city, to breakfast, they came to the house rather 
earlier than the servants expected^ accompanied by 
their interpreter. However they were introduced 
into the breakfast room, where a servant was en- 
gaged in brightening up some of the brass work 
about the (ire-place, and were desired to sit down 
until her master matte his appearance. They had 
not sat long, before one of the Indians made an 
observation in his own language, which the inter- 
preter was desired to put into English ; but this h^ 
objected to, alledging that what the Indian had 
said was j^ matter of indifference, and not worth 
repeating. On being closely pressed to keep back 
nothing the Indians might say, as every thing from 
them would be interesting, he complied, and said 
that the remark which the Indian made was this : 
** Look," said he to his fellow Indians, " at that ser«- 
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vant^ how she labours at* those andirons. I dare «ay, 
if we had come yesterday, we should have found her 
at the same employment ; and if we come to-mor- 
row morning, it is ten to one but we shall still 
find her at the same work. How foolish these 
white people are I thus to labour and toil about 
things which can answer no good purpose ; cer- 
tainly these white people must be fools I" l'hu$ 
the Indiana judge the civilized part of the world ; 
and what is chilled the civilized worlds is not behind 
in judging the ^Indians ; so apt are we to judge, 
ane another. 

10th Months ISfh, In conversation with a friend 
of the name of R. W. he informed me that, in the 
early part of his life, he was on the island of the 
Havanna, where he had some considerable business 
to transact ; but being ignorant of the Spanish 
language, an Irish Roman Catholic Priest kindly 
lent him his assistance on various occasions ; and,' 
so effectually, that the Priest was the means of his 
acquiring a large property, during a short stay 
there. At the time of parting with this friendly 
Priest, he presented him with a purse of one 
thousand dollars, as a small compensation for the 
assistance he had received ; but the truly Catholic 
Priesi declared, that he would not accept of any 
compensationof this sort; adding, ^' All I ask of 
you, in return forany service I may have rendered 
you, is, that if, at any future period, you happen to 
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meet a countryman of nvinp in need of assistance, 
you would do to bim as I have done to you." 
This affords one amongst many proofs^ that the 
truly Christian spirit is not confined to any pro* 
fession of religion. 

Sd of 12th Month. After attending the North 
meeting, I call^ed at the widow ■ , where 

I saw the body of a young man froja Sheffield, 
who was found dead in his bed that morning. I was 
conducted' into the room by another person from 
Sheffield. From the appearance of the deceased, 
it seemed that he had departed without the least 
struggle. He went to bed in usual health. How 
uncertain is the tenure of human life ! 

On the 1st of ist Month, 1805, I attended the 
burial of the above-mentioned young man, ia 
company with several of my countrymen ; amongst 
whom was Phineas Bond^ the British ConsuL 
The- Bishop of Pennsylvania performed what h 
called the butial service, after the manner of the 
Church of England, 

1st Months Axth. This day was remarkably cold, 
far beyond any thing I had ever experienced in 
England. The thermometer being down as low 
as 12, about 20 degrees below the freezing point* 
The river Delaware, which is more than a mile 
over, and which has a strong currient, was quickly 
F 2 
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frozen over to that degree, that horses and c^ 
riages, heavily laden, were seen traversing fro^g 
•ne side to the other in gceat numbers ; chiefl;^; 
with fire wood from the Jersey shore. Exchisivl 
of these, parties of pleasure were seen driving along ^ 
in sledges or sleighs upon the ice. These kinds o| :| 
earriages are made in various fantastic forms 
resting upon s'iders shod with iron or steel. 

Ui Month ^ &ih. In company with T. W. I 
crossed the Delaware upon the ice. . The^tide flows 
to the height ofabout 6 feet in this river, and i« 
it ^are some sand banks which are seen at lo^ 
wat^. These circumstances produce a very singu- 
lar and romantic appearance, by the large sheets of 
ite being obstructed and accumulated in various 
parts of the river, having the resemblance of large 
blocks of white marble piled on heaps. There 
being a constant intercourse between the two 
shores of the Delaware, it is curious to observe 
the various means which the owners of the ferry 
Iwatsuse, to counteract the efFects of the frost, on 
its first setting in, so as to preserve the commu- 
.nication open. On these occasions they make use 
of a boat that has two sliders, one on each side 
the keel, shod with iron ; and, as the shallow parts 
of the river are first frozen, they sail as usual over 
the deep parts, and on coming to those which 
are frozen, they drag the boat out of the water, 
and push it along the ice, until they come to the 
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. fleep places, when the boat is again ptafiged into 

.^ the water. Thas they go on till they reach the 

•v: opposite shore ; and as it will, in course, some- 

^' times happen, in the early part of the frost, that be* 

^...tween the ice and the shallow water, the ice is not 

'/ -sufficiently strong to support the boat; in this case 

: ' it is common for one of the ferrymen to sit at the 

head of the boat, with his feet hanging out, loaded 

with a pair of heavy iron bound boots, and, with 

a long pole in his hands. With these he labours 

with all bis might to break the ice, and make way 

for the boat. 

. isjt Months 7th^ I supped and spent the even- 
ing at B. J.'s, in whose service is a young French- 
man, a son of one of those friends who reside at 
Nimea or in that neighbourhood ; and I believe 
he conducts himself agreeably m the family. I have 
noticed a number of friends in Philadelphia, who 
•^ave come from various parts of the continent of 
Europe. They appear thankful for the encourage- 
ment and protection they meet with in this favoured 
land ; and some of them having felt the heavy 
hand of oppression im^heir native country, know 
better how to estimate the value of the privileges 
which they here enjoy, 

1st Months Bth. I spent this afternoon at 
J. D.'S) a friend who, some years past, came from 
the neighbourhood of Darlington^ with' his wife 
and family* There is something so remarkable in 
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the circumstances of his leaving Engliuui^ that I am 
tempted to give them as related from his own 
mouth. He being a merchant of great respecta* 
bility and liberality, who by industry has realized 
a large property, I believfe they may be relied qn« 
For some time "before he left £ngland, his thoughts 
had been turned towards Pennsylvania ; but before 
he had come to any fixed resolution, he dreatned 
that he had met with a friend, from that country, 
who was able to give him every necessary inform- 
ation on the subject. A short time after this dream 
he came accidentally to Darlington, where he saw a 
person in the street, who exactly resembled the 
friend he had seen in his dream. He accordingly 
applied to him, and found the individual he was 
speaking to, was John Pemberton, of Philadelphia, 
who was at that time on a religious visit to Great 
Britain. Having received what information he 
thought necessary, he made arrangements for his 
voyage to America, and, with his wife and children, ^ 
took a final leave of England. 

l8t Monthy 9th. I drank tea and spent the even- 
ing with R. J. at her comfortable habitation. It 
was pleasant to see how cheerful and lively this 
valuable friend is preserved in old age. On notic- ' 
ing the coldness of the weather she observed that 
it was the most inclement season slie had witnessed 
for 40 years. Considering how green and lively 
lier faculties arc preserved in die winter of her age, 
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it IS not surprisiRg that she maintains^ the esteem 
and aiFection of her friends and neighbours. 

1^/ Months 14/A. I flined at J. W.'s, in com- 
pany with Doctor Fothergill of Bath, who had 
lately come over to America, on account of his. 
health. At J. W.'s hospitable table, we were 
treated with wild venison, which had been sent 
to him from among the Indians. Another of the 
CQippany was a partner in a house at Antwerp. 
I was sometimes ready to think that Philadelphia 
might be considered as a kind of central depdt, in 
which is found people of every nation on the 
earth ; and where all appear to unite cordially, as 
in one common family. Such are the beneficial 
effects of a free and liberal policy, the seeds of 
which were sown by th^t enlightened patriot Wil« 
liam Penn. 

1^^ Months 20th. The frost still continuing very 
intense, and the ground covered with snow, the 
use of wheel carriages was in a great measure 
discontinued : even the stage coaches being placed 
on sliders. Carriages. fitted up in this way, glide 
along with such pilent celerity, that the laws require 
the horses should have small bells fixed to their bar-* 
ness,that passengers in the streets may have notice 
of their approach ; otherwise they would be liable 
to many accidents. On level ground, or in the most 
trifling descentSj there is so little friction upon the 
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sliders^ that I have often noticed the traces to be 
• quite slack for a consiierafole time, when they have 
been driving along with great swiftness ; thef pres- 
sure on the reins being sufficient to keep the car- 
riage in motion. The noise of carriage wheels, 
which is, in general, very considerable, especially 
in the principal streets ; is now supplanted by the 
tinkling of bells on every hand. 

I*^ Month, 2ist, to Ut Month, 3tst. The frost 
still continuing very severe, I made frequent ex- 
cursions upon the ice of the Delaware, where a 
great many ships lay bound fast by the frost. One 
very large vessel, I noticed, called the Connect!* 
cut, which had now been fast near one months 
with her whole complement of hands on board ; 
being nearly one hundred in ntimber. This ship 
was intended for a voyage to Domir^go, and was 
completely armed as aregular vessel of war. As 
most of the men had received part of their wages 
in advance, and the owners were fearful they might 
take advantage of the ship being thus detained and 
leave her, they had fixed a strong net work all 
round her, reaching from l||e beam nearly as high 
as the yards. The crew being thus inclosed, had 
the appearance of a flock of birds in a cage. This 
kind of net work is sometimes made use of in time 
of action to prevent being boarded by the enemy. 

The Negroes in the island of Domingo, having 
tbrown off the French yoke and set up an Qm- 
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jieror of their own colour, the French Govemimut 
had, in consequence declared ihem rebels ; and,^ 
baring prohibited all intercofirse i^th tlum, this 
circumstance occasioned the Americans to arm 
their ships which traded to that island. About 
this time James Pemberton sent a number of 
friend's books to the Black Empero)*, as a present, 
accompanied with c letter ; to which James receir- 
ed a reply and acknowledgement, written in a very 
singular style ; the substance of the reply was, as > 
I understood it, that he was obliged to him for the 
-books; but that he was determined to be Emperor 
of Haiti, (the Indian name for Domingo,) in defi- 
atice of both the French and the Quakers. Not- 
withstanding this determination, he has since been 
cut off by his enemies. 

This day I attended Market-street Meeting, and 
afterwards dined with A. A. and M. R. and spent 
a great part of the afternoon with them very pleas- 
antly. 

2d Months 1st* This day I dined it J. D/s, in 
company with J. F. one of the persons who ac- 
companied me on my voyage from England. The 
extreme severity of the weather had brought down 
several kinds of water fowls from the northern 
parts of this continent, which were quite unknown 
to the naturalists in this country. J. F. shewed 
iae on« of them which he had purchased, and 
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vl*Sch appeared to be a species of duck 5 but was 
^ much larger, and of a more beauuful plumage 
than the commt)n kittd, • 

Zd Month, 4th. I attended the quarterly 'meeting 
in this city, in which a testimony on account of 
W. Savery, was produced and read, expressive of 
the high estimation in which he was hel4 by friends 
here. 

2d Months Hth. Being invited, I attended ^c 
marriage of J. W. and A. A. of Philadelphia, 
where I met with my countrywoman A. A. and 
her companion M, R ; and also T. S. formerly of 
Kendal, who is now married and well settled iA 
this city- 

2d Month J 21st. I still continued in Philadel- 
phia; and this afternoon was pleasantly spent at 
S. S.*s. The next day I attended the Middle 
Monthly Meeting, where I was gratified with the 
sight of a young man presenting an acknowledge* 
ment to friends^ on account of having taken up 
arms ; for which he had been disowned. During 
the time of his separation, 4pe had married an amia^ 
ble young woiMp, who was convinced of the truth 
of friends' principles, and joined the society. 
The impression made upon the meeting, on his 
presenting an acknowledgement, was such, that 
he was reinstated in the society before the meeting 
separated. 
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Being invited by J. E, I supped and spent the 
evening at his house, A person was also in com- - 
pany with us, who had made himself remarkable, 
in being a principal leader and minister among 
those seceders, who give themselves the name of 
Free Quakers ; and who, during the war with Eng^ 
land, gave friends a great deal of trouble. The 
ground of their offence against friends, was, chieflj^ 
the operation of the rules of discipline, in a 
vsuriety of cases, that arose out of circums'anccs 
attending the revolution ; particularly with respect 
to taking up arms in defence of the country ; and 
things of that nature. This person appears to be 
a man of good abilities, but of strong passions ; 
and he is considered as the main support of hi» 
society ; which is now reduced to a very small 
number, and will most likely become extinct on hi9 
removal. 

2d Mouthy HUh. In company with T. S. his 
wife, and several other friends, I drank tea and 
spent the evening with J. W. and his bride. The 
company consisted mostly of natives of England, 
and on this account the visit was peculiarly gratis 
fying to me in a foreign land. 

Zd Monthy 1st. This afternoon at B, J.'s, one 

of our company was a young woman who wds 

there on a visit. Her usual residence was in one 

of the new settlements, on the banks of the Ohio, 

G 
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s^out 5OO miles from Philadelphia. She informed 
us that many- families on the banks of this great 
river, arc .supplfed with shop goods from vesseU 
which navigate it, and are fitted op with counters, 
shelves, and drawera, in the same mannt.r as are 
shops on land, and well stored with all kinds of 
goods. As they sail along the river, on coming 
near a plantation, they blow a 4iorn or conch shelly 
to give notice of their arrival ; when the planters, 
with their wives and daughters, repair to these float- 
ing shops, and select such things as they are in want 
of; and make payment in the produce of their 
plantations ; such as grain, flour, cotton, tobacco, 
dried venison, the skins of wild animals, &c* &c« 
The shopkeeper having disposed of his goods in 
this way, returns home with the produce he has 
collected, and again renews his stock, and pro- 
ceeds on another voyage. The young woman re- 
marked, that four or five of these floating shops 
have passed by her father's house, in the course of 
a day. 

She likewise informed us, such was the primitive 
simplicity in which they lired, that it was a very 
unusual thing to have locks on their doors ; and 
that when^ more strangers called upon them, than 
they had beds to accommodate them with, it was 
customary for the family to spread temporary 
bedft upon the floor, on which they passed the 
night, leaving their own to the strangers. Yet 
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notwithstanding the homely fare of some of the 
tack settlers^ luxury is making rapid strides among 
them; so that many of the most' costly manufac* 
tores of Europe and Asia> begin to find a ready 
sale in some of their infant towns and cities ; and 
several extensive manufactories are already esta- 
blished at Pituburgh and in the neighbourhood ; 
where coals are. cheaper and more plentiful than in 
England. In %ome places the mountain side pre- 
sents a front of coal, as our rocks of stone in Eng- 
land. 

3rf Mmthy 2rf, 3dy and 4M, were spent in Phi- 
ladelphia. .The 2d I drank tea and spent a pleas* 
ant evening at my kind friend T. S.'s formerly of 
Kendal. On the 3d I attended the Noith Meeting, 
and was afterwards kindly entertained by J. W.*s 
family, in which I spent an agreeable evening in 
company with A. A. and R. J. ; and on the 4th 
spent part of the day at my friend T. S.'s, in com* 
pany with A. A. and her companion M. R. 

3d MoHthy 10/A. I went over to Germantown, at- 
tended their, meeting, and returned to Philadelphia 
in the evening. At Germantown I perceived that 
many of the friends were descendants of German 
parents; and I should suppose that most of the 
towns people are of German extraction. I observ- 
ed here a number of stocking makers, who manu- 
facture an excellent and substantial article. 
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3d Month, nth. I dined at the house of a friend, 
a native of Bermudas. In the course of converS- 
sation he infornfed )ne, that his business having led 
him to St. Eustatia, he was there at the time that 
island was captured by Admiral Rodney ; and was 
witness to many transactions consequent on the 
capture of such an island ; which, like every other 
effect of war, produced great distress and misery 
to the inhabitants. ^ 

3d Monthy 22d. After about three months conti« 
nuance the frost broke up, which was such as had 
not been felt for the last "40 years, and during which 
even the largest rivers were so frozen, that heavy 
carriages passed over them daily, as on dry land. 
At one time I had the curiosity to, measure the ice 
on the river Delaware, and found it was 22 inche? 
in thickness. Now the wind having shifted to the 
V southwards the snow and ice were fast disappear- 
ing; and, on taking a ride towards Gloucester 
Point, it was curious to hear the loud croaking and 
whistling, that proceeded from the frogs in every 
pool of water I passed by, 

4fth Monthy 5th* During my stay in Philadelphia, 
I often experienced the generous hospitality of my 
friends in that city, in very frequent invitation^ 
to one or other of their houses. In the recollec- 
tion of their kindness the feelings of gratitude 
often arise in my breast. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Burlington-'-^llentQtvn — J^env-York — Bristol — PhUa-- 
del/ihia — Yearly Meeting there. 

On the 6th of the 4M Mpnth^ I left Philadelphia on 
my way to New- York, and, after a pleasant sail 
of three hours, arrived safe at Barlington. Among ' 
the passengers m- the packet, was a British sailor 
on his way to England, being summoned as an t^u 
dence between the owners and underwriters of a 
slave ship. He told me, that he was the only sur- 
vivor out of 380 persons; 350 of which were 
slaves. 

We read that a sparrow does not fall to the 
ground without the notice of our heavenly Fathe r. 
How great then must be the responsibility of tho^ 
owners of one of these slave ships, w'ho, in the wan- 
tonness of power, or the gratification of a base and 
sordid disposition, thus exposes the lives of his fel- 
low-creatures to every species of su£fering, and 
very frequently, as in the above case, to a premature 
death ! 

I recollect once being in conversation with a 
person concerned in the traffic, and who was dis- 
posed to defend it ; at length, being hard pressed, . 
be gave up the point, in a good deal of warmth, 
with this remarkable declaration: *<Why, Sir, 

G2 
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" you can't suppose that the Almighty looks so 
*' narrowly into our actions as you do !'' — Thus we 
see that the great adversary deceives his victim.s 
into a belief, that their actions are not seen by the 
Omniscient Eye, I spent the evening and slept 
under G. D/s hospitable roof. 

• 4th Manth, 7th. I attended Burlington Meet- 
ing; and in the afternoon set out in the stage for 
Alientown. My companion in the stage was a 
young man lately returned from St. Domingo* He 
had resided several years there, and had been wit- 
ness to many atrocious cruelties which had been 
perpetrated on that island, both by the white and 
black people ; and which are too shocking to re» 
late. In making a comparison between the whites 
and blacks, as to the faculties of the mind, he 
declared that he could perceive no difference, 
where the advantages of education had been equal. 

4th Months Sth. I lodged last night at Al- 
ientown, and came this day to Amboy ; and, after 
dinner, went on board the packet for N«w-York^ 
where I arrived safe this evening. I have often 
admired the prospects around Amboy, as well as: 
those from the Sea, throughout the whole passage 
to New-York, particularly in passing Staten and 
Long Islands, and when the eye catches a first view 
©f that city. The whole is indeed extremely beau-*^" 
tiful, but not easily described.. 
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4th Months \2th. Since my arrival in Ncw- 
"York, I have been engaged principally with busi- 
ness. On the 1 Ith I accompanied several of my 
countrymen on board the Laura, on their way to 
England, and was ready to murmur that I was not 
to continue one of the party. Whilst I stood upon 
the battery, watching the ship as she made her^way 
towards the Narrows, the weather being fine and 
clear, somewhat like one of our finest summer 
days, I thought that I had scarcely ever beheld a 
prospect more delightful. 

This afternoon, the 12th, I took my passage in 
the packet, and came again to Amboy in the even- 
ing, where I lodged ; and, on the 13th, I came to 
Bristol. Qn the 14th, being first day, I attended 
the meeting at this place. 

I have often had to notice the hospitality of 
friends in this part of the world. Here again I 
witnessed it, in the generous attention of a friend 
of this place, who kindly invited me to his house ; 
where I dined. This friend I found was a relation 
to the Wilson's of Kendal. After spending an 
hour or two satisfactorily in his family, I went on 
board the packet for Philadelphia, accompanied 
by several friends from this neighbourhood, who 
were on their way to the yearly meeting about to 
be held in that city. The weather being warm 
a®d fijie, and having a clear moonlight evening. 
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• we had an agreeable sail down the Delaware ; the 
pleasure of l^hich was heightened, by the unre- 
served conversation of a number of sensible friends 
on board the packet. After landing near the spot 
where William Penn held his treaty with the In- 
dians, I made the best of my way to my old quar- 
ters te Arch'-str^et, where I lodged this night. 

Afth Months ISthj ^1805. I attended the first 
sitting of the yearly meeting in Philadelphia. This 
yearly meeting comprises the following quarterly 
meetings, (viz.) Philadelphia, Abington, Bucks 
. Concord, Cain, Western, Southern, Burlington, 
Haddonfield, Salem, and Shrewsbury. The first 
sitting was chiefly occupied in calling over the 
representatives, reading several certificates of public 
friends present, from distant yearly meetings, and 
in answering the five first queries. 

♦ 

In the afternoon the remaining queries were 
answered. 

4/A Months 16th At the third sitting a number 
of epistles were received from different yearly 
meetings on this continent^ as well as one from 
that held in London. Six thousand copies of the 
latter were ordered to be printed, for distribution 
within the district of this yearly meeting. 
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Last evening I attended a committee of the 
yearly meeting, appointed for the revisal of the 
discipline. 

In the afternoon, I attended the fourth sitting; 
the early part of which was employed in reading 
several certificates of public friends present. Some 
committees were also appointed; and a report 
from the committee on the revision of the disci- 
pline^ was read and agreed to. 

^th Months 17th. In the morning, I attended 
the fifth sittingf when the consideration on the 
state of society, .as it appeared from the answers 
to the queries, was entered into. The minutes of 
the meeting for sufferings were also read ; and an 
epistle to the yearly meeting in London was read 
and agreed to. 

In the afternoon was the sixth sitting, when a 
report of the state of Westow^n School was read. 
Afterwarc|i a discussion took place on the subject 
of report of the Committee on. Jndian affairs 
being read in the meeting ; but it ended without 
any decision of the question at that time. A testi- 
mony respecting Wm. Savery was read, and also 
one on account of another deceased friend, which 
poncluded the meeting agreeably. 
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4fth Month^ IZth. Meetings for worship being 
held at the three different meeting-houses in this 
city, I attended that in Pine-street, and afterwards, 
being kindly invited, I dined at N. W.\ in com- 
pany with a large number of friends, from different 
parts of the continent. 

In the afternoon, I attended the seventh sitting 
of the yearly meeting, when it was alnoo^t imme-* 
diarely agreed, that the report from the committee 
on Indian affairs should be read ; and it tum«d out 
very interesting and satisfactory to the meeting at' 
large. ' After this sitting, I drank tea and spent a 
pleasant evening at W. A.*s, in company with 
J. S. a worthy minister, and a broom-maker; a 
humble occupation, like that of the apostles of old. 

4fth Months 19th. I attended the eighth sitting, 
when the minutes of the last yearly meeting were 
read ; also the report of the committee on the revi» 
sion of the discipline. In consequence of this 
report, it was agreed that any friend paj%:ig money 
in lieu of /^^rwna/ service in war, even though the 
money thus paid should be applied to the uses of 
the parochial poor, would infringe upon our tes- 
timony against that dreadful evil. 

In the afternoon, I attended the ninth sitting, 
which was in various concerns of the society 
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In the evening I attended the Westown School 
Committee. 

4th Monthy 20th. I attended the tenth and last 
sitting of the yearly meeting. The epistles to 
several yeaaly meetings were read and agreed to ; 
afterwards sev- ral female friends were introduced 
from the women's meeting. After a short pauset 
on« of them addressed herself to the meeting; but 
more particularly to those employed in husbandry, 
who composed a large part of the body then pre- 
sent. In lively and animated language she re- 
marked to them, that the nature of their employ- 
ment afforded, in a peculiar manner, an opportu- 
nity of observing the wonderful works of the 
creation ; but, at the same time, she expressed a 
fear that some of them did not sufficiendy, in 
these things, regard the Almighty and Beneficent 
Author of every mercy. In the recollection , 
thereof, the words of a pious author occurred 
to her memory, which were descriptive of a mind 
truly riive io the feelings of gratitude and adora- 
tion to the Great First Cause of all things ; and 
are as follows : — . 

•« He looks abroad into the varied field 
« Of Nature, and th* poor, perhaps, compared 
*' With those whose mansions glitter in his sight, 
** Galls the delightful scenery all his own. 
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** His are the mountains, and the vallies his \ 

" And the resplendant rivers. His t' enjoy. 

" With a propriety that none can feel, 

" But who, with filial con'Idence inspir'd, 

" Can lift to Heaven an unpresumptuous eye, 

" Can smiling; say, * my father made them all !' 

'* Are they not his by a peculiar right, 

*' And by an emphasis of interest his, 

" Whose eye they fill with tears of holy joy, 

** Whose heart with praise ; and whose exalted mind, 

*' With worthy thoughts of that unwearied love 

" Which plannM, and built, and still upholds a worid, 

<< So cloth'd with beauty, for rebellious man I" n 

During the time of expressing .the above Unes^ 
an unusual solemnity prevailed ; and although a 
very large number of friends were present^ which 
might amount to two thoiisand, yet not the least 
discordant sound was heard. After the women 
friends had withdrawn, some discussion took place 
relative to the slave trade, in which it was lament- 
ed that the endeavours of friends and others, had 
not produced the desired effect ; but,^ that it was 
Still carried on with rather increasing af|dit5v Un- 
der these considerations, friends were called upon 
in the most impressive terms, to remember the op- 
pressed Africans, in their supplications at the 
Throne of Mercy ; and, under the weight thereof, ' 
the yearly meeting concluded to general satisfac- 
tion. 
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CHAPTER VL 

Pfuladelfihia^ ^c. — Trentoit'^J^ew-' York-^Burlingion-^ 
PhHadelfthia — XewcastU'^BaUimore — WaafUngtori''^ 
Richfnond-^-^^iexandria^^^Contraft between Fennsyl" 
vania and the Staiev ctUtivated by Slaves 

I reittMnerd at Phtladelphia, or in its vicinityt 
for some weeks after the yearly meeting ; and the 
ISth of 5th Month, 1805, was spent at my relation's 
W, Bv Our time passed on very agreeably in travers- 
ing his plantation, or farm, on the Banks of the 
Schuylkill and Perfcioming, The more I see of 
it» the more I am convinced that it is one of the , 
most beautiful and healthful situations 1 have 
•known, either in America or in England. The 
ground rising till it becomes elevated high above 
the bsmks of the riveis, commands a prospect as 
delightful as can well be conceived. A view of 
some of our Noblemen's Parks, on the more exten- 
sive scale, may give a faint idea of the prospect 
here seen; for even with such it is comparing 
small things with great ones, or putting art iti cohfi*- 
petition with natune* As far as the eye can com"^* 
mand, one wide spreading Forest is seen, iixtetspt^rs- • 
ed with plantations or farms, and sheets of water ; 
H 
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vrhich have a little the appearance of lawns and 
fishpondsi such as are seen about the ancient seats 
of our nobility ; but upon a scale exceeding all 
comparison* 

5th Monih^ 14/A to the 16th* I continued at my 
relations ; and, in one of our walks along the mar- 
gin of the Schuylkill^ I observed a neat little cot- 
tage, inhabited by a black family, to which tbe tor- 
mer owner of the plantation had given their free- 
dom, with this cottage and a few acres of land« 
This little domain was managed with great econo- 
my, and afforded them a comfortable and independ- 
ent livelihood* We picked up several land tortoises, 
a species of animal which abounds in these mea- 
dows* Here is also a great abui^dance of that kind 
of tortoise, called the snapping turtle, which makes 
very good soup ; and, as far as I am able to judge, . 
nearly equal to that made frcm the sea turtle. The 
snapping turtles are voracious animals, destructive 
to young ducks and goslings, laying hold of them 
by the legs and dragging them under water to 
devour them* 

Sth Months 17 th^ My relation kindly brought me 
to Philadelphia in his coach, and remained with me 
at our lodgings until next day ; after which I spent 
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about a week in the company of my friends in Phi- 
ladelphia. 
I 

Sth Monthy 24ft h. I put lO hogsheads of tobac- 
co on board the Rose, Captain Hathaway, for 
which I paid fourpence halfpenny per pound. I'he 
Captain offering to take with him any little matter 
I was inclined to put under his care, I transmitted 
a packet -of letters, and several little articles for 
my family ; and with them eight land tortoises, 
which all got safe to England. In the same vessel 
M. R* took her passage home, ki company with 
an English family, and a young man from Lan- 
caster, in Pennsylvania. They were favoured to 
arrive sale at Liverpool ; but this poor young man, 
taking his passage in the Ontario, on his intended 
return to Americd, was lost at sea ; the ship having 
never been hjeard -of after she left Liverpool. 

After parting with Capt. H. I aet out for New- 
York, accompanied by J^ J. and his sister ; and 
having five»..other friends in company, we took the 
whole stage to ourselves, as we were all going to 
attend the yearly meeting in New-York. On our 
way we passed the Delaware at Trenton, where we 
d'ned. I have remarked that some people in Ame- 
rica, have a great predeliction for wearing boots, 
and for smoaking segars. Even children of five 
.or six years of age, are sometimes seen, in their 
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boQtSf smoking segare^ At Treotos, I w^» enter- 
tained with the sight of a company of journeymen 
tailors, at the work^board, all booted ks if ready 
for mounting a horse. Ihis article of dress is full. 
a^ expensive here as in 'England ; yet a boot-maker 
told me, that he sometimes sold no less than three 
pairs within the winter to some individuals who 
earned their bread by their daily labour ; and, for 
these, the}' paid SSs. sterling per pair. In the aC 
temon we passed Princeton, and, that nig^t^lodg* 
ed at Brunswick* 

5th Months 25th. We breakfasted at Elizabetb 
Town ; and arrived at Pa«les-hook Ferty about 
noon. Here { saw a fleet of armed vessels, if* r*> 
four ships and one brig. As they were full of oMia 
and guns, and the men were dressed in imiferms,, 
they had a very warlike -appearance. This ^eet 
was just returned from the island of St. Domingo^ 
with a very valCiable cargo of coffee; and was said 
to have made the most successful voyage ever re- 
membered. At the ferry we were ¥Ad it was 
O— — 's fleet, and was principally belonging to a 
merchant in New- York of that nanie, who had ac« 
quired very great riches thereby. This was a re- 
markable instance of the great extent to which the 
merchants of this country carry their mercnntile 
concerns ; yet so uncertain is trade, that this man 
stopped payment a few nionths afterwards* We 
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crossed the North River, and arrived at New- York 
to dinner; where I took up my lodgings at my old 
friend P. I^.'s, whon^ I found in a weak state of 
health. 

Sth Months 26th. I attended New- York meet- 
ing ; .afterwards dined at J. B.*s, in company with 
two friends from Canada. In the afternoon I drank 
tea at J. M.'s, in company with several other 
friends : and s^ent the evening at C« and £• C.'s. 

Sth Monthy StsL The last fi^ie days I spent in 
attending the yearly meeting at New- York; and 
on the evening of the 31st attended a Committee 
on Indian Affairs. This committee corresponds 
with the Indians, who are disposed to be instruct- 
ed and assisted by friends. I observed that the 
communications from the Indians consisted chiefly 
in requests that friends would furnish them with 
iron-work, and workmen to assist them in building 
their houses and barns« 

6th 3Ionthj 1st* I went to Flushing on Long 
Island, along with my relation T. W. and another 
friend. On the 3d we returned to New- York, and, 
in the afternoon, I dCt out for Philadelphia, in the 
Amboy Packet, in company with a- French mer- 
chant, his wife, ahd three children. They came 

from Bordeaux, whence they were j.ust arrived, 
H 2 
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We had also on board a young man from Montego 
Bay, in Jamaica. The afternoon beingfine and clear, 
the wind fair, and the company agreeable,' we had 
a delightful sail to Amboy, being about 30 miles* 

6M Months 4tk. I came to Burlington ; and after 
a pleasant evening spent in the family, slept at 
G. D/s. 

6th Months Sth. This morning I called upon J. 
H. with whom I spent an hour or two very pleas- 
antly, in company with Geo. Dillwyn. Most of 
the time, we sat upon the benches at his door, the 
weather being very fine and warm. It is very com- 
mon here to have benches, facing each other, on 
the outside of their houbes, at the doors, under the 
shade of trees planted in the streets; where they 
frequently sit enjoying the fresh breeze, and the 
shade. Burlington is a pleasant place in these re- 
spects: the principal street being fronted by the 
Delaware, has the benefit of the cool air blowing 
from it. This evening I arrived at Philadelphia, 
after a pleasant sail of IB miles down the Dela- 
ware* 

7th Month^^Sth. After spending about seven 
weeks in Philadelphia and its neighbourhood, 
principally in attention to commercial engagements, 
I this day set out, -accompanied by £dward Wil* 
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son, for Baltimore, in the Newcastle packet-boat« 
We had a pleasant sail down the Delaware, and ar- 
rived at Newcastle a iitde before noon ; 40 miles* 
This place has the appearance of considerable an- 
tiquity, though it is not very large ; and, in the 
neighbourhood of it are many thorn fences, which 
are seldom found in America. _^ 

7th Months 2d/A, We set out this morning fer 
French-Town, by the stage, where we arrived to 
breakfast, 16 miles; and that place being on the 
banks of the Chesapeake Bay, we there met with 
the Baltimore Packet, in which we embarked, after 
bur refreshment. In sailing doMm the Bay, the 
weather being fine, the Captain sent his boat along 
shore to collect drift wood, for the fire; and she 
soon returned well loaded. On board the packet, 
we dined, supped, and lodged, and breakfasted next 
morning. For all this and our passage, we paid 
five dollars each* . 

7th Month, SOth. After breakfasting on board 
the packet in Chesapeake Bay, we landed at Balti- 
more ; and, passing a few miles up the river Potap- 
sco, I spent the remainder of the day in business, 
and took up irty lodgings at J. T.'s. 

Sth Month, 3d. This evening I visited Ellicott's 
Mills, in company with J. T. and his wife. The 
overseer of these mills informed me they could 
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grind and pack 300 barrels of flour per day. A 
barrel bebg 196lba« or 148t« the annual returns, 
at 5s. per stone, would be nearly 200,0001. The 
stones were 7 feet in diameter* 

%th Months eth. I left Baltimore, in company 
with T. M. of Sandy Springs. In the evening we 
reached George-Town, where he is employed, by , 
the corporation, to fill up the deep channel of the 
Patowmack, on the south side of Mason's Island, 
in order to turn the stream of that river to the side 
next to George-Town, that the harbour may be, 
deepened. Near Bladensburg we passed a Caro- 
lina Slave Merchant, wi^h a compapy of slaves, 
men, women, and children ; who all stopped at the 
door of the inn where we dined. Some of them 
appeared nmch dejected ; and, on my questioning 
them, they told me they were taken from their 
relatives and friends by force. One of the females 
being known to a black man in the stage, he asked 
her how ahe came there, knowing her to be a free 
black. She replied^ that some time since, her 
husband had been taken from her, and carried 
into the CaroUnas; and that she had determined 
to follow him in bis bondage^. This appeared to 
be a remarkable proof of conjugal affection, and 
showed a high degree of sensibility : but, in thus 
following her husband, there is great reason to 
fear, from the general conduct of these Slave 
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Merchants) that she herself ^ouid be sold as a slave 
by this man ; whoy under pretence of taking her to 
her husband, would probably betray hcr.# This 
night I lodged at Win. Morgan's, in George-Town, 
Jit whose house 1\ Moor also lodged. 

Bth Mmth^ Tih. I went to Washington city. 
Thetiextday I visited Doctor Thornton, of the 
Patent Office, and was shown a variety of curious 
models* I noticed one in particular, for picking, 
carding, and spinning cotton, which might be 
wrought by a child of fiv'« or six years old ; and 
though in but little compass, would spin 18 threads 
at oiice. In the afternoon I visited General 
Mason^ -residence on Mason*^ I^and» which is a 
very beantiful spot. In thi« excursion I had the 
company of T. Moor, Samuel Brooks, and the 
Ma^or of the ci^, who assisted in rowing thfe 
boat. The great officers of these cities are not 
abovte occasianal offices of ihiskind. In the even- 
ing, T came to Wm.. Morgan's, fmd lod^d there. 

BM Months 9th. I sailed down the Paiowmaek 
to AleKatidria, and took up my quarters with mje 
kind friend and relative P. J. who had nuurciedi 
M. L« a cousin O^f my brocher J. L. 

8th Months 13M. I spent this day at Fredericks* 
burg, a conBiderable town on the Rappahannock, 
to which I came in the stage yesterday^ Some 
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business continues to be done here in tobacco ; but 
that trade is much on the decline. 

8^^ Months 14M. I canae to Richmond, through 
a country cultivated by black slaves; where^ as 
a matter of course, poverty and wretchedness 
seem to abound. The difierent appearance of 
those States, in which slaves are employed, when 
compared with Pennsylvania and the other States 
\\ here slavery is not permitted, is truly astonishing* 

i 8M Months \sih. I spent this day at Rich- 
mond. In the evening I walked to Manchester, over 
the bridge at James's River, which at this place is 
nearly half a mile wide« From my own observations, 
and the information I received from an inhabitant, 
Richmond appears to be a place of great dissipa- 
tion ; chiefly arising from the loose and debauched 
conduct of the white people wi^h their black 
female slaves. It sometimes happens here, as in 
other places, that the white inhabitants, in selling 
d)€ offspring of these poor debased females, sell 
their own son^ and daughters, with as much indi& 
fcrence as they would sell their cattle. By such 
means, every tender sentiment of the humaa 
breast is laid waste, and men become so degraded, 
diat their feelings rank but little above those of 
the beasts pf the field. In the treatment of their 
•fispring, how far do some of the brute creation 
4iirpass them 1 
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An active clever woman of this place, with a 
servant and two children, came with me in the 
stage part of the way to Fredericksburgh. She 
told me that she was a native of Edinburg!), and 
that her husband and family had been settled for 
some time in Richmond, as linen^^drapers and miU 
liners ; had been successful in business, and had 
the prospect of a continuance of success ; but, as 
a longer residence there, would, in their view, be 
attended with almost certain ruin to the morals of 
their children, they had determined to leave the 
place, and remove to a less exposed situation f 
where they would not be tried with the con- 
taminating influence and effects of this unhollowed 
system of slavery. For an active, industrious 
couple, with a numerous rising family, thus to 
come to the resolution of quitting a lucrative bu- 
siness and situation on these grounds, is, I think, 
a mark of best wisdom and sound judgment, and 
is worthy the imitation of all those who are alike 
circumstanced. ^ 

8/^. Months 16M. I left Richmond in the 
morning ; and reached the Bowling-green Tavern 
to dinner. The owner of the plantation on which 
this Tavern stands, it was said, had more than 200 
slaves in his employment. I reached Fredericks- 
burgh this night. In passing along, I saw some 
Yams growing, at a little distance, south of Fred- 
ericksburgh. 
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Sth Mentha 17th. I came tbif day to Alexan* 
dria. In coming we .passed Mount VemQ% the 
habitation of the late General Washingtoo, a litde 
en the right, about 10 «r 12 miles> from.. Akxaxi!* 
dria. When we came wkhin*abota 5 miles of thi«. 
city, the stage driver told us-thsit before sunwrises 
in the moming, while it was yet- rather dark, close^ 
by the place we then were at, his 4 horses sudd^snly'- 
stopped; but for what cause he co«ld not can«. 
jecture. However, on giving them- a smart strolce- 
of two with the whip, they suddenly started foro 
ward, when he immediately saw^ a^ very, larger 
snake entangled amongst their leg8<} but, p^sh'v 
ing on with great violence, they soou)^ cleared' 
themselves ; and the stage drove directly over it. : 
The sound of the horses hoofs, and the scnsatioa 
he felt when the carriage passed over the sniake^ 
raised in him the idea of driving over several . 
sheaves of wheat -, and, to the best of his judgment, , 
from' the faint view he had of thereptiJe, he be- 
lieved it to be as thick as the calf of of a man's leg* 
The passengers were alarmed, but, on recovering 
from their fright, insisted upon getting out, and. en« 
deavouring to find the snake, believing that he must^ 
be disabled by the wheels of thecarriage. They ac«* 
cordingly searched about the place, but could sec 
nothing of him ; and, as there was a stream near, 
they supposed he had got into it, and had floated 
down with the current. The senior Magistrate of 
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Akxmdrta waspfetcat ta the stage, as the driver 
gave this account ; and being well acquainted witb 
the aian, considered him wdrthy of credit. 

8lA Monthy l^th. I attended Alexandria meet- 
ing ; and, ui the afternooo, drank tea with a friend 
from Birniingham, now well settled here with his 
wife and children. My home was at P. J.'s where 
I lodged and was kindly entertained* 

The 'number of bkcik slaves kept in and near 
Alcxaiidf ia, is ter y great. On market days many 
come out of the country with fruit, vegetables, 
&c. ami some, even girls of 10 or 12 years of age, 
are seen walking the streets with baskets on th ir 
heads, without any clothing. Sr>me, both men and 
women, are n arly without clothing ; and what little 
IS allowed to many of them is all in rags. Their com- 
mon full dress is a coarse sacking or lii.sey woolsey 
shirt and trowsers for the men ; and, for the women 
along garment or a petticoat, and a short waist- 
coat of the same meter als ; both sexes go without 
shoes or stockings, and mostly without hats. I 
understood from a respectable person that farthet* 
to the South he has seet , at the houses of what 
are called gen'lemen, the young blacks waiting 
at tab^e, quite naked ; without discovering any 
appt araiice of shame either in master or slave. 

There i5 a very sirikinc; con*ra5t between the ap- 
pearance of the horses or teams in Peno&ylvania, 
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and those in. the. Southern States where slaves are 
kept* In Pennsylvania we meet great numbers 
of waggons, drawn by 4 or more fine fat horses ; 
the carriages firm and well made, and covered 
with stout, good linen, bleached almost white j 
and it is not uncommon to see 10 or 15 together, 
travelling cheerfully along the road, the driver 
riding on one of his horses. ^JMany of these come 
more than 300 miles to Philadelphia, from the 
Ohio, Pittsburgh, and other places ; and I have 
been told by a respectable friend, a native of Phi- 
ladelphia, that more than ICOO covered carrii.ges 
frequently come to Philadelphia market* Indeed 
the appearance of them on market-days, in Market* 
street, which is 2 miles in length, and about 40 
yards in width, is such as no stranger can have a 
just conception of; to say nothing of the adjoining 
streets, which are crowded with farmers's carts and 
waggons from every quarter. 

The appearance of things in the Slave States is 
quite the reverse of this. We sometimes meet 
a ragged black boy or girl, driving a team consist- 
ing of a lean cow and a mule ; sometimes a lean 
bull or an ox, and a mule ; and I have seen a mule, 
a bull, and a cow, each miserable in its appear, 
ance, composing one team, with a half-naked 
black slave or two, riding or driving, as occasion 
suited. The carriage or waggon, if it may be 
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tailed such, appeared ia as wretched a condition 
as the team and its driven Sometimes a couple 
of horses, mules, or cows, &c. would be dragging 
a hogshead of tobacco, with a pivot or axel driven 
into each end of the hogshead, and something like 
a shaft attached, by which it was drawn or rolled 
along the road. I have seen two oxen and two 
slaves pretty fully employed in getting along a 
single hogshead; and some of these come from a 
great distance inland. 

• 

In the evening of this day, I had a pleasant sail 
up the Patowmack to George-Town, where I 
lodged. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

IVmMngtwt'^Frederick'Tovm^^York'Tovm-'^CQluv^ 
bkb'^LancaAter'^Merion'-^Radnor. 

l^th of 8th Months 1805. I sptnt this day at 
♦Vashington Ci^ and George-Town; dined at 
Doctor Thornton's, an old school-fellow, and a 
descendant of Governor Pickering of Tortola. I 
likewise spent the evening with the Doctor at th6 
Patent Office, from«which we had a beautiful pros- 
pect down th^ Potowmack. 

I spent two days more at Frederick-town, Ibeing 
detained by the stage. Great numbers of black 
slaves are kept in this part of Maryland. One 
farmer was mentioned to me who kept upwards of 
200 ; and from the quantity of land he had und^r 
cultivation, there did not appear to be more than 
.10 acres to one slave; which of course could yield 
but little profit to the owner. I was told of one 
couple of slaves he had, who lived as man and wife, 
and were valued at more than 4001. on account of 
their stout healthy children ; whom he could sell 
at a very high prioe when young. From the infor- 
mation I received, it appeared that breeding slaves 
was the best part of his business. Such is the 
corrupt state of things where slavery is per- 
mitted. 
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8M Monthy %^d. I came to Hanover, in compa- 
ny with two persons of the name of Smith, grand- 
sons of a friend in the ministry who formerly re- 
sided at Marlborough, in Chester county, Pennsyl- 
vania. John Woolman makes honourable mention 
of this friend in his journal. 

%th Monthy 2ith. This morning we passed 
through York-Town, where we breakfasted. At the 
Assizes or Sessions, which were held at that time, 
a boy of about 15 years of ag^, was convicted of 
the wilful and deliberate murder of his play-fellow, 
a little boy two or 3 years younger than himself. 
The reason he assigned for this cruel act waii, that 
his companion had won a few pence from him at 
some game of chance. A lawyer who had attend- 
ed the trial, was with us in the stage, and said that 
the culprit appeared unconcerned as to the issue ; 
and when convicted, showed no emotion ; but with 
a great deal of indifference requested that his ac- 
quaintances would attend at his execution ; which 
<hey did, 

. At iK>on we came to the Susquehanna, on the op- 
posite shore to Columbia, where we dined. This 
is one of the most beautiful and romantic ]j§rts of 
America. The river is here about one mile broad, 
with a number of beautiful little islands spread 
over it. What added greatly to the beauty of the 
scene, were the high rock^ which rise from the ^ 
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margin of the river, and near which were seen ma- 
ny eagles and fish-hawks soaring in the air ; the lat- 
ter frequently darting into the water, where they 
make a prey of the fish. In rising again, it fre- 
quently happens that the eagles pursue the hawks, 
and compel them to let go their prize ; and such is 
the swiftness of the eagle, that he will often dart 
down and seize the fish, before it reaches the 
water. , 

In the shallow parts of the river, many beautiful 
white herons are seen, stalking along in search of 
food, making a beautiful variety in the prospect. 

I saw a number of large flat.bottomed boats ia 
this river, some of which had come upwards of 
300 miles, and could carry 1000 bushels of wheat. 
The largest of them are more than 70 feet in length, 
but calculated for one voyage only, and for fioating 
down the rivers with the stream, over shallows and 
falls ; for when they arrive at the place of their 
destination, they are taken in piet:es and the 
timber is used for other purposes. Exclusive 
of these boats, which are called arks, and have 
frequently a kind of cottage upon them, in which 
sevv-raljipersons are accommodated during the 
voyage ; there are also many large floats of timber 
which are so fixtd together, that they appear like 
ane large compact body, on which a small dwelling- 
Jiouse is built for the accommodation of a family* 

12 ^ 
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These floats sometimes contain several thousand 
feet of timber, which are conveyed in this way se- 
veral hundred miles, at a very trifling expense. Af- 
ter crossing this beautiful river in the ferry-boat, we 
came to Columbia, « a small new built town rising 
fast into importance. Here we again entered into 
the stage, and passing through a fine well-cultivated 
country, on a good turnpike- road, we came to 
Lancaster; which is considered the best inland 
town in North America, and is about 12 miles 
distant from Columbin, 

Bth Months 2Sth. ThU was the first day of the 
week : and there being no meeting of friends in 
Lancaster, I was induced to inquire if no friend 
resided there, and was informed of a person resident 
in the town, who was a member of our society. 
I called upon him and was kindly entertained by 
him the whole of the afternoon. After a little 
conversation with him, I found he was a father 
to one of my customers in America. I have often 
thought it a great privilege in our society, that 
such an interchange of hospitality and freedom pre-* 
vails among us. It has a great tendency to smooth 
the path of life, especially to strangers in a strange 
land. In the course of conversation in thif-family^ 
I found that Major Andre and Colonel Despard 
had both taken up their lodgings with them, 
when prisoners on parole to the Americans. 
They spoke very respectfully of Major Andre, wh6 
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had so conducted himself as to gain much upon 
the affection of the whole family. Some of his 
drawings and letters were shewn to me, which 
they preserved with great care. 

Sth Monthy 26th, The short time I remained 
in Lancaster, I found that considerable business 
was done in the manufactory of locks, latches, and 
rifle guns, all of which are esteemed to be superior to 
those imported from England. This day I came to 
Philadelphia and had the company of Judge Yates 
the whole of the way. In the evening, I attended 
the burial of C. W. a young man whom I had left 
but a few days before in good health. 

Sth Monthy Slst. The last five days have been 
spent at Merion. At this place I was told that 
as William Penn was once coming up from New- 
castle to Philadelphia, a friend in the vessel re- 
marked that both the wind and the tide were against 
them ; William Penn immediately replied, that 
^^ himself had been sailing against wide and tide 
all his life." This reply was very descriptive of 
the difficulties which this great man encountered 
in the world. 

9th Monthy flUt. The last three weeks I con- 
tinued at Merion, occasionly going to Philadel- 
phia on business. In the afternoon of this day I 
visited P. A. and his wife at H. Bowman's. 
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they are an ancient couple of plmn, honest friends, 
both in the ministry. The grandfather of the for-* 
mer came amongst friends in a remarkable way. 
He resided near the sea coast in the Jerseys, and 
being an active lively young man, he used some* 
tkmes to employ himself in playing upon a vtoiin 
asnongst his neighbours ; especially when the young 
people were collected td dance and make merry. 
After one of these occasions, as he was returning 
homci late in the evening, he observed a human 
skull lying upon the sand ; which, as he passed by, 
caused some serious reflections; but, they passed 
•ff for the present. Going that way again some- 
Ciane after, the impressions were renewed, and 
vhile he was musing over the skull, which had 
thus, a second time, been the means of bringing 
into his mind a train of serious refections, he con* 
eluded to bury this dry bone which had so power. 
&lly preached to him. He covered^ carefully 
up in the earth, and went home, enjoying the 
pleasing rejection of having performe<l this last 
office to the remains of a fellow-creature. Such, 
however, were the weight and solemnity occasioned 
by the impressions of his mind from this circum- 
stance, that a total change in his life and conversa^ 
tion succeeded ; a3»d, shortly after, he joined friends 
and became a valuable minister m the society. 
Some mention is made of this friend, t believe in 
Thomas Chalkley^s Journal. His n^me was EiL- 
ward Andrew?, 
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gth Mentha 29th* I still remained at Merion ; 
and, this morping, attended meeting there. In the 
afternoon, I had the curiosity to take a view of a 
large methodist meeting, held aear us, called a 
camp meeting ; ^which had been continued about 
a week, almost night and day. >The concourse of 
people was very great ; and numbers of them, it 
was said, had come several hundred miles to attend 
the meeting. Many tents and huts were erected 
on the spot; and. a great number of carriages of 
various descriptions, such as coaches, coachees, 
chairs, covejped waggons, carts, dec* &c« were col- 
lected under the shade of a lofty forest* - From 
some conversation I had with one of the conductors 
of this assembly, I understood that great exertions 
had been used to preserve order, especially through 
the night ; and, that, at ten o'clock in, the evenings 
patroles went round the encampment to see that 
all were in ♦their proper tents and places. Those 
who had not a birth within the camp were sent out. 
Their meetings had been kept up for several days 
With almost incredible zeal, from early in the morn- 
ing until late in the ^evening ; and, even after they 
bad withdrawn into their huts and tents, numbers of 
them continued in prayer through a great part of 
the night. It may well b» supposed therefore 
^hat the preacfiers were a good deal exhaustc d ; 
especially as their language and gestures were 
generally violent. Some of the most zealous 
would quite exhaust themselves in less than an 
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hour ; but, there being a considetaUe number on the 
stage on which they preach td, their places were sup- 
plied immediately oa their sitting down. I observ- 
ed that a great number of Negro families attended ; 
and many of them in handsome carriages. The 
whole number of persons composing this meeting 
was said to be 5000, 

10^^ Mouthy 3d* I. spent the last four days at 
Merion. We have lately had the agreeable com- 
pany of divers friends, some of whom left Phila* 
delphia on account of the yellow fever, which 
prevailed in the city. 

lOih Months 4tfu I attended Merion meeting, 
where we had the company ot Elizabeth Coggeshall 
and Elizabeth Bird. After meeting I spent some 
time |with them pleasantly, at the house of a 
young man who had been disowned for taking up 
arms ; but who had lately been reinstated ; and into 
membership about the same time* 

10^^ Monthy Sthp Joseph Paul kindly took me 
in his carriage, to see a large encampment on the 
Ridge Road, where many poor persons were acom- 
modated, who had left Philadelphia to avoid the 
infecuon of the yellow fever. Afterwards, we visit- 
ed the gardens and green-houses of Wm. Hamilton, 
where we saw a number of plants and shrubs, 
natives of every quarter of the world. 
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IGih Mvnfhj \<Hh* I wei^ to Radnor monthly 
meeting ; at which wa& a couple^ who were about 
to be married ; for whose aecommodatronthe met^t- 
ing at Merivm was agn ed to be hrld on 5th day, 
instead of 6th ; and the alteration appe^rmg eligi- 
ble for a continuance, was so determned. After 
meeting, I dined at J. H.'s, and supped and spent 
the evening at O. J.'s. This friend was one of 
those who suffered banishment on account of their 
supposed attachment to the British, during the 
revolution. His sister tojd me that on Willian^ 
Pe\.n*s arrival in America, he lodged at her great' 
grandfather's at Merion. At that time her grand- 
father was a boy of about 12 years old; and being 
a lad of some curiosity, and not often seeing such 
a guest as Wm. Pcnn, he privately crept to the 
chamber door, up a flight of steps, on the outside of 
the building, which was orly a log-hbust-. On peep- 
ing through the latchet-hole, he was struck with 
awe, in beholding this great man upon his knees, 
by the bed-side ; and could distincdy hear h m in 
prayer, and thanksgiving, that he was thus pro- 
vided for in the wilderness. This circumstance 
made an impression upon ^he lad's mind| which 
was not effaced in old age. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Saverprd^— leaves Me0on-^jBorden Town^Amboy^ 
New- Tork— Hudson— Ntm Partners — garter I y 
Meetingr- Hudson — Albany — Troy. 

t2th of 10th Months 1805. I returned from 
Radnor to Merion, and this day attended Haverford 
meeting, at which were several strangers, This is 
one of the oldest meeting-houses in America ; and 
at the early^ settlement of this meeting, friends of 
Philadelphia went every third first day to attepd 
it 5 most of them coming on foot a distance of 
about ten miles. At that time pearly the whole 
of the road was through a shady forest. Arpongst 
the rest, Wm. Penn used to come on horseback, 
and would occasionally take up a little barc-footed 
girl behind him, to relieve her when tired. By 
the early minutes of the monthly meeting, it ap- 
pears that several friends were appointed to mark 
out a road through the woods from Philadelphia, 
to Haverford and Radnor meetings. 

10th Month 13M. I attended Merion meeting, 
at which was Sarah Harrison, who visited us at 
our lodgings after meeting ; and we spent the after^ 
noon with her at the widow George's. 

10th Months 14M, was spent at Merion, prin- 
cipally in writing to different correspondents in 
America. K 
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Kth Months iSthy was employed in writing^to 
my dear wife and the children, and to some of my 
relations and friends in Eng^d. 

lOM Month^ 16rA, was spent at Merion in writ- 
ing, and in the very acceptable company of a 
family, our fdlow-boarders, whom I was about to 
leave with regret ; intending next day to set out on 
a visit to my cousin H. M.^s family at Hudson on 
the North River, and to ray cousin J. E.*s, atf Elk- 
land's, near the head of the Susquehanna* 

10th Months irth. This day I came to £• W.% 
and J. P. being so kind as to take me to Frank- 
fort in his carriage, I embraced the opportunity 
of visiting a * brother of his on the banks of the 
Delaware, where I spent an hour or two agreeably* 
Afterwards, he took me in his chaise to the stage 
office, whence I rode to the shore opposite Borden 
Town in the Mail Pilot. In crossiiig the Dela- 
ware to that ptace> I fell in company with a respec- 
table old Scotchman, who had been amusing him- 
self in fishing. He told me that he had sometimes- 
had the company of General Moreau in his amuse- 
ments, of whom he spoke highly, as a man of mild 
and agreeable manners. I spent this evening at 
Borden Town, the residence of the noted Thomas 
Payne. My lodgings being at the tavern from 
whence the stage set out early in the morning, I 
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was thrown 'into a mixed company of the towns- 
people. Being a stranger, this extraordinary 
person was introduced as a subject of conver- 
sation ; but the company being of different reli- 
gious and political sentiments, I found that nothing 
correct could be gathered respecting the charac* 
ter of this man, even amongst his townsmen and 
neighbours. Some of them asserted that he was a 
drunkard ; others the contrary. Some asserted that 
he was not fit to live, and others with equal earnest- 
ness that he was an upright honest man, and kind 
luid friendly to the poor. Perhaps all might have 
some ground for their assertions, by viewing dif- 
ferent periods of his lif^ ; but what appeared the 
most remarkable was an observation of the land- 
lady, who asserted her belief, that he was an 
enemy to American fredom, and that he was 
supported by Great Britain, and was the friend of 
that Government. In proof of her assertion, she 
said that he had treacherously mixed black sand 
in the American gunpowder, intended to be used 
against the English. All this, however, manifested 
that the mind of man is liable to be daricened and 
clouded by party spirit) which so much prevails in * 
the world ; and which seems inseparable from free 
Governments, when mankind, individually, are un- 
willing to come under the government of the Prince 
of Peace. 
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- 10th Months 18IA. I set out for Amboy^ through 
the Jerseys. 

10th Months l^th. I came to South Amboy; 
some parts oT the road were through a fruitful land, 
and others through a land almost as sandy and bar- 
ren as the deserts of Arabia. 

10th Mouthy 20th, I was unexpectedly detained 
at Amboy, the packet not arriving in time.— 
This being first day, and there being no meeting 
near the place, I. spent my time in walking along 
Uie sea shore, and observing the variety of marine 
productions that were spread along the coast. 
Having my litde bible, it was not the least of 
gratifications, occasionally to sit down upon a piece 
of the wreck of some stranded vessel, which the 
stormy ocean had cast upon the beach, and read a 
page or two in that instructive volume. Whilst 
thus employed I could not help pitying that poor 
man of Borden Town, whose name I have recently 
ipentioned, for having so unwisely deprived him- 
self of the great consolations which the Scriptures 
afford, by cultivating a disbelief of the truths 
which have been recorded for our comfort and 
instruction through time. — The situation of Amboy 
is peculiarly beautiful as to prospects. It com- 
mands a full view of the Neversink Mountains, 
and of the light-house at Sandy-Hook, by which 
vessels generally pass in going to and from New- 
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Yprk afiid the Atlantic ; particularly those in the 
European trade* Other vessels also come up the 
Raritan and the Hacktnsack rivers, which add to 
the beauty of die scene* 

lOth Monthy2Ut. I went on board the packet 
for New- York, directly after a breakfast made 
chiefly of stewed oysters* These shell- fish abound 
so much here, that little children are taught to eat 
them to breakfast* The landlady told me, that she 
sometimes had 3 or 300 bushels in the cellar, at a 
time in the winter season* After being on board 
about a quarter of an hour, we were invited by 
signal to touch at Perth Amboy, on the opposite 
shore ; where we landed about ten o^clock, and - 
took in two families for New- York* As we sailed 
along this Bay, I had an opportunity of seeing the 
oyster fishers, who were busily employed* The 
instruments they generally used, somewhat resem- 
bled two hay-rakes, with long iron teeth, having 
the handles, which are very long, pinned together 
about two feet from the heads of the rakes, so as 
to open and shut like a pair of large pincers* 
These instruments, which are called tongs, are 
opened wide when the heads are let down from 
the boat; and, so soon as they reach the bottom* 
the men close them, and the teeth of the rakes 
meeting drag the oysters together. By this method, 
from one to three or four oysters are taken^at a, 
time* K 2 . > 
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In sailing from Perth Amboy to NcW«>York« 
we picked up a good new boat, worth 10 or 12 
guineas, which was drifting out to sea. Having 
been so detained at Perth Amboyi and the wind 
proving unfavourable, we did not arrive at New- 
York until after dark. As the yellow fever had for 
some time prevailed at New-York, 1 was desirous of 
being put on shore at Brooklyn, on Long Island ; 
but, the night being dark with wind and rain, I 
could not prevail upon the Captain of the packet to 
land me ; nor could I obtain a boat of any kind 
to take me over. I was therefore under the neces* 
sity of going to New- York, where all was silent and 
solitary ; and what used to be the busiest parts, 
were now without an inhabitant to be seen. 

Having landed at Quince's Wharf, I went along 
Water-street to the Fly- market Wharf, hoping to 
meet with the ferry-boat r but here likewise all was 
silence and solitude. I then went through the 
whole length of Fly-market, which h<.d the ap- 
pearance of having been untrodden for weeks past ; 
the light of some lamps shewing the boarded floor 
to be as clean as that of a parlour. From the Fly-^ 
market, I crossed Pearl-street, into Maiden-lane, 
and went onto Broad-way, to the City Hotel, a 
large spacious inn *, where I was the only, guest. 
When I was here Iast| the house was crowded with 
company : so much had this awful visitation varied 
the scene, in every part of this busy city. Some 



of its iofhabitants, with whom I had been well 
acquainted^ had been suddenly taken away by the { 
ravages of that dreadful disease. The next mom- ^ 
ittg I left New-York< and passing through Green- ^ 
wich, and over Harlem Bridge, I arrived at 
T. W/s to dinner. There I spent the afternoon in 
company with one of the Pilots for the Sound, a 
healthy old man between 80 and 90 years of age, 
who frequently walked 20 miles a*day. In coming 
up to T. W.'s, I passed through Greenwich, a vil- 
lage to which the business of New- York, together 
with the banks and public offices, were removed on 
account of the yellow fever. The bustle and con* 
fusion occasioned thereby is not easily conceived. 
For the accommodation of the merchants, madjr 
temporary wooden buildings were erected. 

tOth Months 23d* I accompanied T. and £« 
W. to West Chester meeting j and, in the after- . 
noon, drank tea and spent a few hours with I. C.*s 
family,, who were under affliction on account of 
the decease of his wife. She had been lately re- 
moved by the yellow fever, having, it was sup- 
posed, taken the infection the day previous to 
her coming to West Chester; to which place the 
family had removed for safety from the infection. 
The removal of this valuable friend, has been a 
very trying dispensation to her husband and family. 
If i understand right, she has left 13 children. 
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In GOQversation with tier daughters, I under- 
stood that that the family were not aware that her. 
qomplaint was the yellow fever, .until after her 
decease. She was preserved in so much st3Un,ess. 
and quietness, and, apparendy, under so little 
bodily pain during the progress of the disprder, 
that they had no apprehension of its being this 
dreadful complaint, until afterwards infornaed by 
the medical attendants. I lodged this night and 
the preceding at T, W/s. 

10th Monthy 24M. I came down with T. W, 
in his chair, to Greenwich, on business. There \ 
received letters from home, and also forwarded 
divers others to England, by the Centurion* 

10th Months 25th. This day and yesterday I 
made my home at F, T.'s, where I lodged. 

10th 3Ionth, 26th. This afternoon I left F. T.'s, ' 
and went on board a Hudson packet, called the 
Traveller, of which Ely Bunker, a friend of Hud- 
son, was owner and captain. As soon as the tide 
SjBived, we sailed up the North River, having in 
company a young man from Hudson, and a young 
woman that was on her way to visit a sister who 
lay sick at Hudson. . 

10/A Months 27th. This and the preceding night 
I>4odged on board the packet. In sailing along this 
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xiveti the scenery and prospects are in many 
places grand and beautiful in a high degi ee ; espe- 
cially in sailing by the Highlands, Sioney Point,* 
and the Katskill Mountains. Sometimes, for a 
considerable distance, the rocks Vise from the edge 
of the river, in bold, lofty precipices, similar to 
those of Middleton Dale, in Derbyshire ; and the 
river in many parts, is from one to two miles 
over. This gives room for the vessels, which 
navigate the river, to pass and repass each other 
without danger; although the number is said to be 
upwards of 1600. They consist chiefly of sloops 
of about 70 tons burthen ; yet large ships are occa- 
sionally seen as high up as Hudson^s and Athens,, 
being about 150 miles up the country. In sailing 
on this river, we som<^ times had the sight of 15 or 20 
vessels within a short distance of us ; and Captain 
Bunker mentioned that he had sometimes seen 30 
in company. Although this river is pretty straight, 
in general, yet it frequently winds its way between 
loity rocks aud mountains, which cause a variety 
of currents in the wind, so as to require a good 
deal of care and management to work the vessels 
to advantage. It was amusing sometimes to ob- 
serve that, while we lay becalmed on olc side of 
the stream under a lofty rock, the vessels which hap. 
pened to be on the contrary side, would skim past 
us like flu arrow, with a fair wind, leaving us far 
behind ; and at the same time the company would 
divert themselves at our difficulties as they glided 
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past ; but, before we got many miles^ it sometimes^ 
happened that the tables were turned ; and the winds 
would favour us to get before those who had so 
recently derided us. To persons disposed to 
moralize, there was somewhat instructive in these 
changes of scene ; as we may not unfrequently 
•bserve similar occurrences in our passage through 
life. ' 

lO^A, Months 28M. I arn\ ed at Hudson early 
in the afternoon, and paid for my passage, c^ 
about 150 miles, one dollar and a half; and was 
charged three quarters of a d(jllar per day for 
board and liquor during the voyage. As we 
were about leaving the sloop, a boy came OQ' 
board, and abruptly told the young woman,, our* 
fellow-passenger, that her sister, whom she wa5 
come to see, had just breathed her last. Thi» 
proved more than the poor girl could bear ; and 
she was not in a situation to leave the vessel while 
I staid. It was a great pity that more caution 
was not observed in conveying such afflictive intel- 
ligence. In stepping ashore at Hudson, oi^e of the 
first persons I met with was George Bunler, the 
first mate of the ship in which I came over 
to America, whose family reside here. He 
kindly sent his son as my guide to T. C.'s, whence 
I went that evening to H. M.'s, and lodged at his 
house on the banks of Clavcrick Creek. 
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. lO^A Months 2^th. I spent this day pleasantly at 

Sunnyside, the residence of a relation, and went with 
him over his fi^rrn. He has purchased 300 acres 
©f land, with a dwelling-house and barn, for 900U 
sterling. The estate runs near a mile on the 
banks of a rit^er, which is stored wth plen.y of fish, 
and which passes into the North River about five 
miles below. On tiie opposite side of the farm, 
there is a good tump ke -road, leading to Hudson, 
fcc. About liX) acres are cleared from wood, 
and are in a gooil state of cuitiva Jon ; remaining 
200 acres being wood land, are esteemed the 
most valu ble. There are about 20 acres of 
meadow near the riven This land is very rich 
and produ.tive; and the whole of the est.te, 
if. in many par s of Yorkshire, woud be thought 
good and valuable land: inferior, I believe, is 
sometimes sold for lOOL per acre. 

lOih Months 30th. This morning I walked to 
the residence of H. M. jun. near his mill on 
Claverick Creek. At tltis mill is a fall of about 
30 feet, over one of the most rugged rocks I ever 
saw. In England the strata of rocks commonly 
lie horizontally, but here they are nearly perpen- 
dicular, forming many rugged points and pin* 
nacles) over which the water is thrown with no 
little foam and noise. After dining, and spending 
a few hours very pleasantly, we returned to Sun* 
nyside in the evening. 
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lOth Monthj Stst* This day I came te Hudson 
meeting, in company with as many of H. M.'s 
family as could ride in their coachee, a handsome 
carriage drawn by two horses. After meeting I 
dined at the house of a worthy elder. In conversa- 
tion he gave me a little history of H, B. whose near 
neighbour and friend he had been for many years ; 
even for some time before she appeared as a 
minister. Her first appearances, he observed, 
were very acceptable, and in a good degree of 
humility. About that time he accompanied J. T. 
on a visit to her, who expressed his belief that she 
was rightly called, and encouraged her in the 
exercise of her gift, ^'his circumstance tended 
to open her way more fully in the minds of friends, 
and her commimications became more fr quent, 
and were enlarged. Notwithstanding this, the 
friend observed to me, that he very often had his 
fears on her account, and sometimes imparted them 
to her. About the time she applied for a certifi- 
cate to tisit England, he felt more forcibly her 
danger, and that it would be increased by her in- 
troduction to the cities of Europe; and it was 
some time before he could determine to sign her 
certificate ; but the fear of appearing singular, 
outweighed his better feelings, and he accordingly 
signed it. Notwithstanding the very fallacious 
sentiments she had propagated, I felt charity 
and good-will towards her; and called to see her 
husband ; she being from home. 
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11th Month J 1st* I spent this day pleasantly at 
Sunnyside. In the morning I went out with my 
cousin Charles into the woods, and caught an Amer* 
ican hare in a hollow tree; but we were obliged 
to hew down the tree before we could come 
at the prize; The American hare is not like 
either the hare or the rabbit of England, but has 
the appearance of a mixture of both* When the 
poor creature was taken, it cried like an infant. 

lUh Jtforithj 2d. I remained at my relation's, 
aftd, in the afternoon, accompanied my cousin 
Samuel on the water, with a design of taking a 
minx, but we were disappointed. 

llth Months Sd. I attended Hudson meeting, 
and afterwards visited H. B.'s family from £ng« 
land, in company with my relations. 

llth Months Ath^ I set out for Nine Partners 
Quarterly Meetings accompanied by Charles 
Marriott and three of his sisters. We took our 
provisions with us in the coachee, and found the 
innkeepers very cheerfully spread a table, with a 
cloth and knives and forks, being well satisfied 
with the profit on the feed of our horses and , the 
little Isquor w« drank. This being the general 
practice, it makes travelling more easy as to ex- 
pense ; .fpr the whole the innkeeper had to receive 
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of, US, being a company of 5 or 6, was not more 
than half a crown at dinner. By retail, a glass of 
brandy or rum and water, such as is commonly 
called for in England, is charged at the inns 3.|d. 
Although the means of intoxication are more 
easily attained than in England, yet I think, on 
the whole, that all classes are' more sober here 
than in my native land. The frequent elections 
have a strong tendency to promote intemperance ; 
but ai^ a seat in the legislature in this country, is 
not, in its consequences, so lucrative as in England, 
there is not the same inducement for corruption 
and intemperance. This evening we reached 
Jonathan Marriott's^ and lodged there. 

11 M Month J 5th. We continued our rout and 
reached T. M.'s to dinner, where we spentthe after- 
noon, and lodged at night. This friend made re- 
spectful mention of Tho. Colley, whoso companion 
he was for some time iu his travek in this country. 
During the Revolution, T. M. with some other 
friends, was taken prisoner by the British, and 
confined a long time on board a prison ship. 
Whilst there, he employed himself in making a 
variety of little articles in wood, some of which 
he showed me. They were very neatly executed, 
and bore testimony that they had. been made, 
rather to pass on time than to earn wages. In 
one of these memorials of his captivity, l^ had 
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a quantity of tea, which had been gathered in the 
woods about his dwelling. It had much the ap- 
pearance and flavour of common bohea tea. 

lUh Month, 6ih* I attended Nine Partnef^ 
[ Quarterly Meeting. At this meeting there were 
thfee friends in the gallery, sitting near together, 
whose ages united made about 300 years. After 
meeting, we spent an hour or two in the school 
for friends' children, where the teachers kindly 
brought forward a few of their best readers, both 
boys and girls, and gaire us a specimen of their 
abilities in that branch of learning. Some of them 
read well, and did credit to the institutioxu 
' Amongst the teachers, I observed a young couple, 
who had been married some time : the husband 
was between 17 and 18 years old, and the wife a 
little older, but not much. One consequence of 
such eariy marriages is, that four or five genera* 
tions are frequendy seen living at the same time. 
In the afternoon I visited T. R. .and his wife, 
in whose company we spent half an hour pleasant- 
ly. After leaving them, we set out for Stamford 
quarterly meeting, and lodged at A. S.^s. 

Itth Months 7th. Came to P. U.'si where I 
lodged. Here I saw several articles very neatly 
painted, and which appeared to me neater and 
.more Uvely than oil painting, and which, I was 
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informed, consisted of nothing but the colouring 
substance grouDd dpwn with curds. Here I also 
saw a quantity of sewing silk made in this coun* 
try, and produced from silk worms raised in 
Mansfield, in Connecticut; in which plince upwards 
of ten tons of siljc had been produced the la^ year. 
In the afternoon of this day we visited M. C at 
his farm, which is one of the neatest and best 
conducted I have seen. There I saw a ram from 
the Straights of Magellan, which had been presented 
to him by his brother Captain H. who had brought 
it fjTom thence. The animal was of great strength, 
and much larger than any English sheep. - He ba4 
two large horns standing upwards, somewhat lik^ 
those of a goat ; and . two <)ther« growing from 
near the roots of the former, twisted like thos^ of 
other shee^. His colour was black, and his wool 
af a coarse quality. Afterwards we visitedCs^tain 
S« C. at his farm, which is, I believe, a very good 
one ; and it has an excellent house and good accom- 
modation, and is v^ry f^leasantly situated* On our 
way this friend met stnd passed us, with a waggon 
load of slaughtered hogs for the next country store ; 
but he soon returned, and we^upp^d and spent a few 
hours very pleasantly with him and his wife* As 
Captain C. was the commander of the Fortitude, 
in which I came over to America the fii:st time, 
in company with Thomas Scattergood, t\as visit 
afforded a pleasing opportunity isf tfldking owera 
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variety of circumstances ihat occurred during out 
voyage. 

tUh Months Bth. I attended Stamford quar^^ 
teriy meeting. From my observations here and in 
other meetings, in New- York State in particular, 
I thought some friends, active in ihe discipline^ suf- 
fered loss, by placing too high a stamp on a 
coarse homely appearance in dress and furniture, 
without sufficiently coming under that aoieliQrating 
influence which draws out of any reliance on par- 
ticular forms of dress and furniture. Truth and 
sound sense lead into neatness, decency, and mode^ 
ration in these respects ; but extremes do harm. . By 
keeping the eye and attention constantly fixed too 
much on outward things, the better part is in some 
danger of being neglected. In the evening we, 
returned to J. M.'s, where we lodged that night; 
and the next morning set out for Sunnyside, 
where we arrived sale in the evenings 

11th Month, 10th. I attended Hudson meeting. 
Afterwards dined and spent a few hours with T. C. 
a valuable public friend 7 and, in the evening, re- 
turned to my relations. l"he three following days 
were spent pleasantly in their family. A. part of 
the time was occupied in taking two di awings of 
the house, &c. &c. intended a& a present for my 
cousin's sister in I^ngland, which will give her 

friends there some idea of American scenejry* 
L2 
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11th Month, 14fth* I attended Hudson meetings, 
' and afterwards dined and spent a little time with 
Captain R. B« in his family, la the afternoon, ac- 
companied by several of IL M/s family, and E.^ C» 
I went across the North River to Athens. After 
spending about an hour there, I took leave of these 
agreeable young friends, and went on board the 
sloop, called the First Counsellor, for Albany. The 
time I spent at my cousin M.*s, was pleasanter 
to me than any I have passed in this land ; and his 
house was the most like home. 

11th Monthy ISth. I slept last night onboard 
the packet ; and this day arrived safe at Albany, 
after a pleasant sail up Hudson River, on the 
banks of which are many beautiful prospects. 
Albany has more the appearance of an English 
town, than any I have seen in America. Some^ 
of the streets are narrow and irregular, and 
many of the houses are old. On approaching the 
city, in sailing up the river, the roofs of many of 
the buildings, from being covered with tin plates 
instead of slate, exhibit a. very singular and glit* 
tering appearance in the sun. I lodged this night 
at the coffee*house in Albany. 

11 M Monthy 16rt. This day I rode up t% Trt)y, 
on B. S/9 horse, which he was so kind as to fur* 
nish me with, to Whites Town, near Uiica. Troy 
is a beautiful city, and improving rapidly. It \sr 



idready of considerable extent, although^ like 
Hudson, of but few years standing. Divers of 
the steeples and towers of their public buildings, 
being covered with tin plates, as at Albany, gives 
the place a very splendid appearance. I lodged 
this night at Troy, having had the company of a 
friend from New- York, in the evening. 

It th Months 17th. I attended the meeting at 
Troy in company with the before-mentioned friend* 
Here is a very neat meeting-house, kept clean and 
in good repair. There is something not quite right^ 
or at least something that produces very unpleasant 
feelings and reflections, in suffering meeting-houses 
to become dirty and out of repair. We sometimes 
judge of the estimation in which people hold their 
guests by the. room assigned for their reception and 
entertainment. What those people think who 
* suffer their places for worship to remain a scene of 
^dirt and ruin, whilst perhaps their own habitations 
are superfluously elegant, J cannot comprehend ; 
I fear it bespeaks their having no very high idea of 
the Divine Majesty, to whose service they profess 
to appropriate such buildings. This meeting-house 
at Troy, I was informed^ was built chiefly by two 
female friends, whose husbands had some tim# 
before been disowned for dealing in spirituous 
liquors ; this traffic being contrary to the rules of 
friends in New- York State* Those persons not 
seeing the propriety of the raie^ or not choosing to 
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forego tbe proiitg of this branch of their trade, 
had suffered themselves to be disunited* At 
the same time they declared that ahhou^h. 
friends disowned them, they would not disown 
tiieir friends. Since their separation they have 
attended iriends meetings for worship ; and, 
being people of property, they have, on dil occa* 
sions, encouraged their wives to be generous in 
their contributions towards the necessary expences 
of the society^ I was told that in this instance 
^irtwo wives had furnished the means of defray- 
ing nearly the whole ezp^iinse of building this 
handsome meeting-hous^« In the afternoon. I 
parted with J. B« and set out fp^ Schenectady on 
tine Mohawk River* I arrived there early in 
the evening where I lodged. This day. I sent 
letters to my dear wife by J. S. to be forwardei 
from New- York. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

eeniate Ctmntry^^XJtica'^Brotkertovtn^-^Indian Tale-^ 
The Orchard'^Indianlnn^'^LakeaSkanefltedesy Omtt" 
cOy Seneca^ and Canandarquc — Jn Athdat^^Holland , 
Land Comfiany — Prairies. 

tSth of nth Monthy 1805. I crossed the Mo- 
hawk river^ and travelled about 30 miles on the 
Genesee Turnpike. Having company I stopped 
with him at an inn^ where we lodged. This inn 
does no credit to the country, 

IVth Monthy t^th. I was joioed by an agree* 
able young nian from Hudson, of the name of 
^Osborne, who is in the practice of the law. He 
}iad sdso in compMiy with him a respectable trades- 
man irom Balla-tpwn Springs ; so we travelled along 
pleasantly through the romantic valley of the Mo- 
hawk, and, in our journey, saw a £ew straggling 
Indians climbing up the mountains. In the even- 
ing we came to the smaller falls of that river, 
• where the navigation is aided by a number of well 
constructed locks. The fall is about 70 feet. 
Here is a pretty little town having some good inns, 
and standing in a most beautiful and romantic situa* 
tion, somewhat resembling Matlock ; but the ' 
sceilery is more rugged and stupendous. 

Here we lodgisf) ; and the xOxt morning, the 20th 
•f tlth Month, we set out, along the Cermaft 
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Flats, to Kerseymere, where we breakfasted iit 
a very good inn, although about 200 miles inland. 
In travelling this road, we sometimes observe ves- 
tiges of the devastation formerly made, through 
the instigations of the English or French Govern- 
ments, by the Indians, as they were prevailed upon, 
sometimes by one power and sometimes by the 
other, to join in their wars and quarrels. How 
degrfiding that men, placed in authority, and pro- 
fessing to be the followers of Christ, should be 
thus employed in working upon the simphciiy of 
the poor Indians ! In the afternoon we came to 
Utica, an improving place, of considerable businesj^ 
a little distance from Fort Schuyler. In the even- 
ing I came to B. S.'s, where I lodged and left the 
horse which his son so kindly lent me at Albany ; 
having replaced him with one I bought %t Fort 
Schuyler. 

llth Month 2Ut. This day I passed througk 
Clinton, where I dined ; and, in the evening came 
to an Indian village, called Brothertown. Here 1^ 
was comfortably accommodated at the house of 
an Indian, whose name was Obadiah Scipio. His 
wife Elizabeth, is the daughter of an Indian Chief 
of the name of Fowkr. She was a personable 
woman and of an expressive countenance, and 
was very industrious. Her dairy produced ex- 
cellent cheese and butter, notwithstanding a 
great part of her time. wa» employed to spin- 
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ning for the family apparel, which was very 
decent. It was mostly prepared for the weaver 
by her own household ; and} whilst I was in the 
house, a female weaver of the village, broHght in 
a piece of cloth made from yarn spun in this 
family, which was such as would have done cre- 
dit to any female in England. This reputable 
Indian couple had four fine healthy children, who 
sat by the fire; and, though of a copper colour, 
their countenances were far from unpleasing. 
Their names were Denis, Calvin, Cinthia, and 
Celinda. 

The schoolmaster of this Indian village, who 
is paid by friends, introduced me to a chief of 
the name of Hendricks, with whom I had some 
conversation; and we sat about an hour, by the 
fire-side of a pretty large family of Indians, where 
it was pleasant to see the spinning-wheel go 
briskly rou^d. There were 16 or 18 Indians 
round the fire ; the older part of the family sat 
. on a bench in front, apd the little Indians on the 
^ound on each «ide. The fire was made at the 
end of the building, and the smoke found its way 
through the roof, without the aid of a chimney* 
The walls and roof were hiBipg with ears of Indian 
com, and other winter provWions. It is difficult 
to describe my feelings, on sitting down with an 
Indian family ki Ais way* In a sympathising 



li^ TRATKLS m 

lAind, sensations of pity and compassion vrilliH'e* 
dominate. On the other hand, it is not^unlikely 
that a similiar feeling may prevailin the breasts pf 
these children of the forest, toifards those who 
may consider themselves a!s raised far above them 
in education and civilized life* It is remarkable 
that an Indian boy or girl is rarely found willing 
to change native habits, for those of towtis and 
cities ; but there are many instances, I an;r told, of 
those who are called civilized people, assimilating 
their manners with the Indian's ; and of giving their 
mode of life the preference. Man, as man, is a 
strange and incomprehensible being when left to 
himself ; whether in what is called a savage or a 
civilized state. In either, when so left, he stands 
equally a ready instrument, in the hand of the 
common enemy of the peace and happiness of the 
world. 

I spent the remainder of this evening by Scipio*s 
fire*side, and was accommodated with a good bed 
at night, on which I slept comfortably. Both the 
sides and ceiling of that part of tha building in 
which I lodged, were covered with ears of Indian 
corn in the husk ; which, to me, had a novel but 
not an unpleasam appearance. 

nth Months 22^. I visited the fndiab sthool- 
master and his school, and was pi^sented with a 
few specimens of writing. . Here I met with a 
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little poem on an Indiw boy, who was sent to 
Hartford college for his eduei^ion, which 1 thQught 
worth copying, it b£ing foundf^d on facts/ It is as 
follows :— • 



From Siuquehannft's farthest spiingv. 
Where savxge tribes pursue their game^ 

His blanket ty*d with yellow strings,. 
An Indian of the forest came. 

•» From council grave the fathers rose. 
Viewing the hopeful youth with joy ; 
To Ha'rtford's Hall, o*er wastes of snows, 
They sent their tawny-coloured boy. 

Awhile ^e wrote, awhile he read. 

Awhile he learnt tlie grammar rules ; 

An Indian savage, so well bred. 
Much credit promis'd to the schools. 

Some said in la^ he would excel ; 

And some in physic thoi%ht he'd shine i 
Others, who knew him passing well, 

Hop'd he might prove a sage divine : 
« 
But those of more discerning eye. 

Could then far other prospects show. 
As oft he threw his Virgil by^ 
. To wander with hij dearer bow. 

The tedious hours of study spent. 
The drowsy lecture haply don^ 

Re to the woods a hunting went ; 
But sigh'd to see the setting sun. 
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Tlie flb«dy bank» ibe imirm'riog streaiB, 
The woody wilds» his heart possess'^ ; 

The dewy lawn, his morning dream. 
In fiuicy's gayest colours dressed. 

*« And why," be cry'd "did I forsakt 

•• My naCTte woods, for gloomy walls ; 
^The silver stream, the limpid lake ; 
*■ For these dull books and college balk? 

^' A liltle could my vaiKts supply » 
** Can wealth or honour give me more ? 

•' Or will my father's God deny . • 

<* The humble treat he gave before? 

^ Where Nature's ancient forests grow, 
•* The flowering laurel never fades; 

" There is my heart ; and I must go, 
" And die amidst my native shades." 

He spoke, and to the western springs. 
Stripped of his gown, his way he bent; 

His blanket tied with yellow Atringt , 
This native of the forest went. 

Setuming to his native plain. 
The Indians welcomM him ^ith joy ; 

The Council U>^ him home again, 
Andbless'd their' tawoy-colour*d boy. 



From the Indiao villi^e of Brother Town, I 
came to another settlement of theirs, called the 
Orchard Many of their habitations are formed 
principally of the bark of trees, attached to posts, 
which are fixed in the ground^ the roofs beiog 
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also of bark ; but as it is taken oflp the trees in 
broad pieces, they contrive to make a pretty warn» 
dwelliBg. A few chiefs, and others, have good 
houses of wood, well furnished ; and some of the 
Indians, being very good workmen,^ and having 
Complete sets of tools^ 1 have seen houses of their 
building superior to many in £ogland. 

As the whole of this day's journey lay amongst 
the Indians, whose habitations are pretty numerous 
in this quarter, I had a fair opportunity of forming 
some judgment of the progress they have made in 
the useful arts of civilized life ; and I confess it is 
my opinion, that many in these villages, are further 
advanced in this respect, and enjoy more of the 
comforts of life, . than many of the inhabitants of 
the remote parts of Great Britain and Ireland. 

In passing by one of their habitations, I noticed 
the Indian manner of preparing deer skins for use. 
After taking off the hair, they sew up the skin 
like a bag; an4 one end being suspended- by a 
support, the lower end is bronght close over a 
vessel, containing a small fire, of green wood 
at the bottom* The carbonic acid ascend- 
ing with the smoke, sp impregnates the skin, 
that it becomes a durable and elastic leather ; 
very suitable for their shoes, or moccasons, and 
other useful purposes. This operation was going 
forward under the piazza of a very good frame- 
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liouse ; and, from die appearanee of the inhabi- 
tanta, I suppose the master was a chief of the first 
order. Upon his head he had a very grotesque 
kind of cap, much resembling a lofty antique hel- 
met. His 4^ughter, who appeared to be a girl 
about 13 years old, had a very pleasing Indian 
countenance ; and her arms were ornamented with 
silver bracelets of considerable breadth, both \ibove 
and below the elbow. Though her dress was en- 
tirely in the Indian fashion, with moccasons, leg- 
gins, blanket, &c. i yet, being neat, clean, and of 
finer materials than usual, she had not an inelegant 
appearance. These people understood a little 
English ; but, at several of their habitations, where 
I called in the course of the day, they either could 
not or would not understand what I said. Some 
of the younger boys and girls laughed immo- 
derately, on my inquiring of them the. road ; but 
without being able, seemingly, to give me any 
other answer. As I went along, I met with two 
clever-looking Indian young men, carpenters, hav- 
ing their tools with them. And under the piazza 
of a commodious Indian dwelling, I saw, hung up 
in neat order, the harness and yokes of horses and 
pxen. There was also a good farm yard surround* 
ed with barns and stables, the whole having every 
appearance of good management. 

In the evening I joined my old companion again 
on the Genesee road ; having parted with hinpi iti 
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gCMiig to B* S/s. This -night we took up cor lodg- 
ings at a VMTy good inn, kept by a Doctor Stockden, 
Although in the midst of the Oneida Indians, and 
300 or 400 miles inland from Philadelphia or New- 
York, the room in which I slept was elegantly fur* 
Dished. It had an excellent bed, &c. the fioor wa3 
spread with good carpet, and the curtains of the 
windows and of the bed were of smart Man- 
chester print. I observed several stout Indian 
men sitting in the bar room ; but they were not 
suffered to get intoxk:ated, which I thought was 
gre^itly to the Doctor'; credit, as many of the ta- 
vern keepers supply them to excess. 

llth Month, 2^d. We set out early and came 
to a large good inn, belonging to an Oneida Indian, 
who has assumed the name of John Denny. This 
is a large brick house, having four good rooms, 
and a spacious passage and staircase on the ground 
floor. The rooms were not less than 18 feet by 
20 feet, lofty and well finished. He had an offer 
of 821. 2s. 6d» a year. rent for it, or one dollar 
per day, which he had accepted. This house 
of Denny's, and that belonging to Stockden, 
were built by Indian workmen, and do them gre^t 
credit. Denny has two daughters, one of whom 
was lately married to a German, a respectable 
farmer ; and her father,' according to a promi30# 
he made, gave him one bushel of dollars as her 
portion ; and, I was tola, he sometimes says^ that 
M2 
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if his other daii|^^ ouyrrleft jt pnidettt retpectiiU? 
foving man, he viU |;ive her two biiehek of ildters 
for her portion. 

The Genesee turnpike road passes through a 
large tract of land belonging to this Indian ; and 
has so much raised the value of it^ that he hais 
field some small lots near the road, as high as 6t 
sterling per acre, which b a great price in such a 
remote situation. 

Asr I sat in John Denny's houstf, 1 was told hf 
an intelligent person of the family, that build- 
ing so good a house, and making such improve* 
ments had nearly cpst hUn his life, by raising the 
envy and indignation of the neighbouring chiefs. 
Under the influence of these unworthy passions, 
they had called him before one of their council 
fires, and informed him that they had taken his 
proceedings into consideration, and were deter* 
mined that he should leave the improvements he 
had made, and remove into some other part of the 
country ; that tl^ey had observed he was become 
proud, like the white peopte; that the house he 
had built was very unbecoming aln Indian ^ and 
that he must quit it without further delay. In 
reply, he told them that he was ready to cpniply 
jnth the orders of the chiefs of his nation, provided 
they would make him satisfaction for the great 
expense he had been at s but not otherwise* The 
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MOttcU Woke «p withoue my dikig fardier being 
done at that time. 

Shortly after another council was held by the 
chiefs ; and a messenger was sent to the house 
requiring his attendance ; but, fearing some vio- 
lence was intended, he refused to comply. This 
tefusal so irritated the chiefs so far that they imme- 
diately sent out four warriors, with orders to put 
him to death; but, observing them as they ap- 
proached the house, he put himself in a postuns 
of defence ; and, being joined by his brother and 
two white persons who happened to be in the 
house, they were able to make such a defence^ 
that, after a sharp contest, in which both sides 
suffered severely, the warriors were compelled to 
fly, covered with blood, being grievously wouaded« 
Thus circumstanced, he applied for {Ht>tection to 
the government of the United States i and abjuring 
bis allegiance to the Oneida nation, and taking the 
oaths of allegiance to the United States, he became 
a citizen thereof. In consequence of this conduct, 
ta officer of the United Sute»didy a)»prisedthe 
Oneida chiefs that John Denny wne now become a 
citizen thertof, and of course was under the protec- 
tion of that government ; and that the government 
i(f9s determined to^ protect him. The officer also 
stated, that if the Oneida nation committed any fur^ * 
ther outrjrge agahist Deraty, it would be considered 
as a breach of tlie treaty ^f peace and amity then 
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yubsisting between them, and they might take the 
consequences, which would fall very heavily upon 
them. SiQce this period, he has not been dU«< 
turbed by the Indians ; but is going quietly for- 
ward with the improvement of his lands, which 
are rising rapidly in value* 

. My companion, who had comewidi me. from 
near Skenectady, having some business with John 
Denny, the Indian, respecting a mill seat which 
he wished to purchase, I left him, and pursued 
my way on the Genesee road. In the evening I 
reached Moss's tavern, in company with an agree- 
able person, whom I met with soon after leaving 
JoliiU Deiiny*s house. In travelling along this day 
I* saw some wild deer cross the road. They ap- 
peared more light and active* than those in the 
parks of England ; and, in bounding along, seemed 
almost as light as air, being at that time pursued 
by a hunter's dog. Here they are hunted for food, 
and not for sport, as in England* 

tUh Month, Mth. I travelled along the Genesee 
turnpiki^, and passed many fine tracts of land, 
covered with beech, the sugar maple, &c. &c. 
Much of the land in these parts, I believe, could 
scarcely he sold tor lOs. per acre, to be paid for 
V in cash ; and yjet, in the neighbourhood of many 
principal towns in Great Britain, would be 
thought cheap at lOOL per acre. From the many 
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- local advantages of doll, climate, &c. I think it is 
very probuble that the long-cxttnded line of the 
Genesee turnpike-road, may, in a few years, be as 

f thickly inhabited as some parts of Europe are at 
this time.' In the afternoon I refreshed myself 
and horse at a comfortable inn on the* outlet of 
the Lake Schaneatetes, which forms a sort of mill* 
dam, covering a space of about 3 miles by 15. 
It was pleasant to observe, on this outlet, a num- 
ber of mills, sufficient to do the work of some 
Aousands of Virginia slaves. It is greatly to be 
lamented that the absurd policy of the Southern 
States, has placed these poor creatures as a barrier 
against every ifhprovement in mechanics, &c« 
Vice as well as virtue brings its own reward , but 
the sufferings of those poor objects, on whom this 
false policy of the vicious exerts its baneful in* 
fiuence, are much to be lamented; and a trul^ 
feeling mind will deeply sympathize with the un« 
happy sufferers, thus deprived of every outward 
eonsolatimi that can make an existence in the 
world desirable. ^ 

Some of the mills Were employed in th^ mami« 
fa<ptory of cloths. On the banks of this lake are 
many delightful situations, which would be highly, 
valued in a eoimtry like England. On every side 
they descend with a bold slope, and ^re generally 
covered with fine timber, excepting here and there 
an insulated plantation, where the [ground ta 
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cleared. Thcje cultivated farmg add greatly t*^ 
the beauty and variety of the scenery* After 
taking some refreshment at an inn in the village^ 
which is close by the lake, I again mounted my 
horse^ and, in the evenings came to an improvinj^ 
town, and took up m^ quarters at Boswlck^s 
Tavern. 

lUh Months 2Sih^ After passing by the Lake 
Owasco, i arrived at Cayuga, where I breakfast* 
ed at a very good inn. Cayuga is situated at the 
outlet of the lake of that name, where there is a 
bridge over the lake 1700 yards in extent, which 
I passed after paying 13^. toll. * I was informed 
that on the setting in of the frost, the preceding 
winter, more than 1500 sledges, loaded with pro« 
duce, passed this bridge in oneway* This lake is: 
nearly 40 miles in length, and about 4 in breadth,, 
and openaaa extensive communication with !New- 
York, by joining the Mohawk and North Rivers^ 
with the exception of a short portage or^arrying« 
place, where the vessels cannot pass. 

In the evening I came to Genera, a handsome 
town,, situated on a high ground on the banks of 
Lake Seneca. This lake also extends about 40 
miles in length) and generally from 3 to 5 iniles 
', in breadth ; and is navigated by sloops. On ia* 
quiry I found that land sells here from 13s. 6d. to 
%?s. per a^e, though of very good quality. There 



B^iog a bold shore all along this lale, there are, 
as may well be conceived, many beautiful situa* 
tions on its banks* 

This night I lodged at Powel's Tavern, in 
Geneva, which is, in every respect, a most excel* 
lent inn, and capable of accommodating a large 
Dumber of guests. At this inn, I met with an 
agreeable and entertaining young man, with whom 
I spent the evening. 

lUh Months 26th. This d?y I passed the out- 
let of Lake Canandarque, and the town of that 
name. The lake is nearly equal in magnitude to 
Lake Seneca, and the town extends to its borders* 
These lakes abound with a variety of fresh- water 
£sh, particularly salmon and salmon-trout; and« 
what is a little extraordinary, the latter are much 
larger than the former, frequently weighing from 
70 to SOlbs. each. 

In the evening I catne to General Hall's Tavern, 
where I was well entertained by him and his 
family* The General, though an innkeeper, 
stands very high in the estimation of his country- 
men. In the Revolution, though very young, he 
was a Sergeant ; and, having little or no property, 
he has been raised to the rank of a General oo 
account of his good conduct, 9&i he is now ac- 
fuiring wealth. 
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llth Monti. ^7th.. After leaving General 
Hairs, i crossed the Genesee River, and soon 
came to an Indian village, where I caUed at one 
or two dwellings^ wishing to have some conversa- 
tion with the inhabitants ; but we were unable to 
make each other understand* 

Before crossing the river, I passed through 
Hartford, where are several good inns. 

In the course jof the day I met with many 
Indians ; and after dining at Ganier's Tavern, I 
came to Beamus^s Tavern, where I lodged. The 
last 5 or 6 miles of tay way lay in a line through 
the thick forest; the roads, in many parts where 
the ground is soft, being formed of the straight 
trunks of trees, laid close to each other across the 
road, and then covered with earth or gravel; but 
in some parts the latter is neglected, and the path 
lies over the bare timber* 

At the last-mentioned inn I met with what I had 
often heard of, but seldom, if ever seen, a professed 
atheist, who openly advocated his opinions. To 
iJl appearance he was sober ; yet his arguments 
were extremely weak ; indeed the poor man seemed 
to be labouring under great mental darkness. 
Although this was a season of the year in which 
thunder and lightnmg are not common; yet, it 
was very remarkable, that during the time the 



alStelat wm delivering his opinkms^ the thunder 
rolled over our heads in an awful manner^ docomw 
panied with vivid flashes of lightning ; and, as we ' 
were duf#o\ibded with an almost boondlest forest^ 
a most solemn effect was produced. This^ how^ 
ever, he seemed not to regards I was not disposed 
to think uncharitably of any one, on account of his 
opinions respecting religion ; yet I confess f was no€ 
a little perplexed, in my endeavours to make out 
what could be this mane's motives, for propagating 
his cold and comfortless doctrines; and was tiot'abte^ 
tb devise any common ground of action^ unless it 
were a desire to gain cerebrity, even through ab* 
surdity. 1 am aware th^t it is Hot in atiy man's 
power to command his religious opinions ; yet a 
great deaf depends on our cultivating, or reject- 
ing such as offer themselve? to pur notice. Iti 
considering the character of this poor atheist^ 
who I am told, is a man of good moral con- 
duct, I am ready to think that some have suf- 
fered loss, under the apprehension that it is of 
little consequence what oui^ religious opinions are, 
provided a good moral conduct is observed i as if 
reli^^on and morality were the sairie thing* , But, 
alas I notwithstanding a truly religious character' 
will ever. be found a character of clean moral con- 
duct ; yet, as iii the case of this deluded ^dividual,^ 
some moral characters may be found* who can 
eveo' deny the God who made them, and thus shut 
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up the fcmiitaia ci eyery'niental consolation ; yea^ 
even of hope itself. 

The Indian town I passed through is called 
Cannawagas. 

lUh Months 28M. This day I passed through 
Batavia ; and, n^ar this place, met an Indian with 
his dog, driving a flock of sheep before him of 
about SO or 40 in number. In the course of the 
day I met several hunting parties of Indians, and 
came to Vendeventer'a Tavern in the evening; 
which I spent with one of the Holland Company's 
Surveyors* He and his companions had been oc* 
cupied in the woods, more than three months, 
and had not in all that time^ slept in a house or 
on a bed* He was a young man of stability, very 
agreeable, and well informed* The tract of land 
they were surveying, was purchased by some per^ 
sons in Holland, and is therefore called the 
HoUand-land^Purchase* It consists of 3,500,000 
acres, for which they paid at the rate of l^d. per 
acre* The principal proprietor is Schimmelpennick* 
This land they are now selling from 9s* to 2t^e. per 
acre, but purchasers may be accommodated with.» 
the money remaining at interest, provided they 
settle upon the purchase, and improve the landt 
By their books of surveys, I observed that they 
meted out the tract into divisions and ranges, which 
are numbered i a square of about 10 Dailes making 
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It township ; ahd these townships bdng subdivided 
into lots for farms« The maps describe every 
stream and mountain, the quality of the land in 
each division, and the timber upon it, in a very 
neat and accurate style. This surveyor, by living 
80 much in the woods, had acquired a good« deal 
of the Indian air in his dress, wearing leggins and 
moccasons, as is the manner of the Indians, with 
whose compai^ he was sometimes obliged to he 
contented. 

lUh Months 29th. This 'day I passed over a 
Wge extent of country, of a very unusual appear- 
ance in America. It consisted of what are called 
prairies, or pastures. These are large tracts of 
land, some miles over,, where the trees have all 
been levelled with the ground, by some violent 
wind or hurricane ; and which the Indians, by oc« 
casionally setting fire to the dry grass, 'Sec. bavo 
kept clear for the greater conyeniency of hunting ; 
and also for planting and grazing. The large trees 
thus blown down, drag up with their roots consi- 
derable quantities of earth, which, as the tree de- 
cays away leave a little mound, with a cavity on 
that side of it where the earth was torn up. This 
rugged appearance of the earth through the whole 
extent of these prairies, is a convincing proof of 
the manner in which the ground has been cleared. 
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fn tiding along .these past;ures, I met several 
|iarti^8 of Indians, who, from the quantity of their 
ba^age, seemed to be pretty wealthy, having 
sevjeral loaded horses. Thus far I haye not me^ 
.with the least rudeness or imprq>er behaviour 
from .these people ; thouj^ I have several time^ 
passed individuals, as well as lai^ companies c^ 
the 91,. when I have been without a compamon^ 
and imght have b^ie^ aA ^a^y prey* 
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^JMa ^flipnr^^nmng'^ T^ern^Fi^ll^ of J(i$garq^ 

,Jf Owning Crefh^M^idcn Creek^rrB^thlchcm — fjy^ 

mouth — Merion, 

29th, lUh Months 1805. In riding along yes* 
tierday., a few milea from Buffalo Cree]t, | thpy^^bt 
I could very distinctly liear the noise of the Fallf 
of Niagara, although then fbout 24 n;iiles frpni 
that stupendous catar^c^. The distance at which 
the people in these parts say the' Falls may be 
heardft when the win4 and other concurrin|; cir^ 
cumstances are favourable, is almost incredible. I 
met with % reputable looking farrner, driving a teani 
of four fine oxen upon the road, who told n^^ 
with all. the gravity of a ^man.spes^Upg th^ tri^tli^ 
that he sometimes heard theni yery plainly at hi^ 
residence, 40 miles distant from them; when 
the wind was favourable, or the -air calm find 
serepe. Last night I ^ame to Croyr's jts^veyn m 
Buffalo Town, on Buffalo Creek, just upon itfi 
outlet into Lake Er}^. C^o.w* the keeper . of. ^^ 
inn^told me that in cold w^.at^qr».Qr wh^n th^e >vio4 
suited, the noise of the Falls ws^ generally h^ard 
in Buffalo ;. which is a distance oi ?0 ip^les r£rot|fi 
them. In this pU^^e |s .compopaly a nut^ber ^f 
Indians, m^ny of thepi being settlipd ijx the ndg^ 
l^rfeopd,. ao^e pjf wham arc accouBt^ ^^V^ 
' N 2 
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farmers. I saw one of these, of the name bf 
Litde Billy» a chief, accompanied by his squaw, 
^oing into a merchant's warehouse, with whom diey 
did business ; and I was told, that this Indian tais^ 
ed more horses and horned cattle than any other 
farmer in the neighbourhood ; and had, by this bjir 
siness, acquired considerable property. 

ItthMcfnth^ >30^A.. After breakfasting at Buf- 
falo .Town, I crossed the Bapids, about three miles 
below Lake Eric. These Rapids are a very con- 
siderable River, being at this place nearly one 
mile over, and conveying a vast body of water, 
which passes in its course from Lake Erie 
to Lake Ontario. I observed, as I rode along, 
a number of large fishes tliat were thrown on 
lihdr<^; and saw many ravens hovering about and 
'devouring them. In travelling upon the banks of 
tlie RapidS) for many miles, the roaring of the 
Falls is heard resembling distant thunder. Being 
ii) Upper C^ada, which is under our own govern-^ 
ment, it felt to me something like being in £ng« 
litnd, and occasioned a pleasing sensation. Here 
1 observed a number of good farm-houses ; the 
pastures and the wheat looked remarkably fresh 
tihd green, and a large fine herd of cattle were 
;gra2ing in the fields. In conversing I found that 
inany of the inhabitants are of German or French 
dtescent. In the afternoon I came to Fenning's 
Tar^ at Chippaway, i town on the C^cck of that 



^OtTH llMEKICA. iSji 



\ 



lU^me. Here is a bloek^house fortificadon, at which 
an English garrison is stationed* From the windows 
of this tavern, clouds of mist are seen rising from 
the Falls i and the ncAse of them is so loud, that a 
person seems to be close upon them^ although the/ 
are nearly three miles dbtant. I was informed by 
aeveral of Fenning's family, that the concussion 
occasioned by the descent of so large a body of 
water, is such, that in a still summei^s evening, a 
constant tremor of the eardi is perceptible ; and 
the loose glass in the windows is so shaken as to 
produce considerable noise. 

12th Months 1st. I lodged last night at Fen« 
ning's Tavern, where I had as good accommoda^ 
tioa as could be desired* In this family I met 
with a young man, who had his educaticm in our 
society, and is a commissioner or surveyor under 
the English government, for the disposal of lands 
to new settlers, llus young man kindly offered 
me his cpmpany and assistance, in visiting the 
curiosities in this neighbourhood. However it be« 
ing first day, and there being no meeting near, I 
preferred spending the forenoon alone. There- 
fore, immediately, after breakfast, I walked down 
to the Falls by myself ; the tremendous noise, with 
the volumes of spray and mist arising from them« 
being a sufficient guide to the spot. The first 
view of this wonderful cataract, is from the prin- 
cipal road, which, though not tkc mosl cooiplett, 
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Haying reached the bottom i>f the precipi^^e;^ 
and approached as near to the cataract, as I could, 
with apparent safety, I sat down, and spent about 
two hours in contemplating this astonishing natural 
curiosity, which is said to be the greatest cataract 
in the world. The tremendous roar arising from 
the Falls, added to the awful aublimity of the 
spectacle of such an uncommon body of water 
rushing headlong from the rock> with the beautiful 
surrounding perspectives altogether form a. scene 
which it is impossible to describe* As the morning, 
was bright and clear, a beau^fiU rainbow wa^ 
constantly observable in the clouds- of mist and 
spray, that are continually rising from the water 
below. Here I held my forenoon meeting,. and 
though no words were uttered, it could scarcely foe 
called a silent meeting; the objecu before me 
loudly proclaiming the power and mi^esty of the- 
Great First Cause and Creator of all things. 

In the afternoon I returned to the inn, and, after 
dinner,, w^s invited by the commanding officer of 
the English garrison to drink tea with him^ and 
his wife and family, in the fort. I accepted his 
invitation, and spent the evening with them very 
pleasantly. This officer, whose name is Tallant, 
bad spent some time in Sheffieidi a few years 
back, ^d had married his wife at Liverpool ; she 
is an agreeable young woman, and well acquainted 
^ith 90flic fri^Acb pf laverpoolf , They had 9 fine 



diUdwItb them, and upoa the whole ■eemed hap- 
^er than could be expected in such a situation. 
They behaved with great kindness to me ; audit 
iqipeared a jpratification to them to entertain an 
Englishman. 

tith Mmt/h Zd. This morning I had the com- ' 
]«ny of W. S. a minister of our society, belonging 
to PeUiam monthly meeting, in tlus neighbour- 
hood. He kindly invited me to his house, to spend 
a few days with him, but I could not c»nveniendy 
Accept hU invitation. In *c forenocm I paid 
another visit to the FaBs, and it being a dark cloudy 
day, the whek view h«*i|||«a-e gloomy and solemn 
>Bpect. There being non^of the j^are and glitter 
of the sunshine, the eye could rest steadily upon 
it} and, having a pencU and paper with me, I 
took a sketch of Ae scene. 

In the evening Lcameto D, P.'a of Black Creek 
meeting, at whose house I lodged. This is a plea- 
wut situation, on the banks of Lake Erie 5 and 
P P's establishment presents an agreeable spe- 
cimen of a Back Wood family. In the tx)om 
where we breakfasted, w^ a loom for weavmg , 
in another .apartment were spinning wheels, and 
some of the girls actively platting straw and mak- 
ine it into hats and bonnets for the family, m 
addition to our tea and toast, we had exceUent 
|>roiled fish taken in the Ld«, whew ti»ey ea»ny 
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situated, diafi^ in their awti> fsmity^ diey had tlie 
ttt^Tis of proturing »efirl3r ail the necessaries attcT 
evien man^ of the Ittmiries of lif(^ It wstff a ^cnjr 
beautiful sight, tc> see ten fine orderl]^ ch^drea 
sitting round the table with their fad^er and mo- 
ther, who were still in die prime of life^ and living 
independently of the uncerttraKa^es; of corn'mercer 
The eBe8tfdai;^hter appeiured to beabout i6.y€ar8^ 
eld. One of the sons, who was but a boy^ ciiter^ 
tained me with^naccount of hishavioglatdy killed 
a bear, aft it was in pursuit of his faith^r'a hogs. 
The English: goii^etnment, in order to eincourag$»: 
the* settlement of Upp^. Gailada^;g^nt- te^ new 
setdeTB, ^0 abres of. land fon heads, of. families,.. 
and 50 acre& additional fpr.each child; reserving, 
to the crowa^ the; ittineraW and the white pines*: 
D. P. gave me the penuM of his . grants, from, 
which I gathered the conditions* Some little ex* 
pense fittends the grants i& the feea of office, 
though but trifling, and their tas^s amount to. a^ 
Very small ^uto^ per anmtm« for each ICQ- ^cres. . 

12th Month, Zd, I left Black Creek; and the 
morning being clear and calm, the scenery around' 
was beautiful. After riding about 10 niiles. oh the 
basiks of Lake Erie, I came to Fort Erie, where 
I got some refreshment at the inn, and proceeding, 
a liutc .ftirtber, I. got into the ferry-boat, in iiom- 
{^n>y with aa old drunken Indian, an4 his s^uaw.. 
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'jphfese^cw^f'creatitres I had seen thfe iriornmg be- 
fore, at the inn, endeavouring to persuade Penning^ 
th^ landlord, to exchange spirituous liquor^ for a 
^iccc of printed callicoi which the Indian had re- 
ceived as. a present from the agent oi the, British 
Government in Canada.. I was glad to observe 
that Feni^ing had the uprightness to refuse taking 
advantage of this poor creature, which he might 
easily have done, as th^ Indian. was then in a state 
of int^oxieauon, and scarcely able \ to utter any 
thing but " Wbisko," the name he gave to spirits. 
L was told in Canada, that many thousand pounds 
per annum are expended in presents to the Indians^ 
in order to insure their friendship in time of war ; 
and that the greater part of these presents are ex- 
changed for spirituous liquors» which they use to 
great excess, many time» to the loss of their Uves^ 
and always at the expence of their health* 

After crossing the Rapids^ I passed through thfe 
Prairies, of large open plains, already described* 
In the evening I slept at an inn' kept by a person 
called £sq^ire Ransom* This is the title given, 
to all justices of the peace, and my landlord was 
one, and a miller also. It seemed to me a little 
s^nge, that men in su$h low stations should be 
appointed magistrates. On making a remark to 
this efiect, they also thought it very strange that 
we should measure peoples understauding by their 
wealth. O 



12th Months 4th. I travelled this day mosdjr 
through the woods, and met with some Indiad 
hunters, who behaved with civility. On one large 
tree I saw an Indian painting that had been re- 
cently done* The figures were, Indians, bows,"^ 
and arrows, and deer with arrows pierced through 
the neck. The colours were chiefly black smd 
red; upon the white ground of the tree where the 
bark was taken off. In passing thrbugh these 
woods I saw divers very fitte and lofty pines ; some 
of tl^m were 12 or 14 feet in circumference, and, 
IsupiKQse, not less than ITO feet inhight. I saw 
many which had been blown down, and, in their 
fait, had, with their roots, torn up mounds of 
earth of considerable height. At night I came to 
Batavia, and took up my quarters at the house of 
J. £. and his brother, where I was kindly and 
generously entertained. We had a part of a fine 
haunch of vensison, for supper, which they told me 
they had bought of the Indians at l|d. per lb. and 
which was the regular sum paid for the best parts 
4>f the fattest deer. 

In the centre of a good room, in which I slept, 
'Was fixed one of the most beautiful and curious 
clocks I have ever seen. It was in the form of 
an elegant mahogany pillar,' on the capital of which 
were four faces. On one of them was an orrery, 
shewing the motions of the earth and planets 
round the sun* On another face were marked 
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the. hours and minutes ; and on the third face were 
marked the names of 24 musical tunes, with a 
pointer in the centre, which| being placed against 
^anyname, repeated that tune every quarteri until 
the pointer was moved to another. On the fourth 
face was seen, through the glass, the curious 
machinery of the clock. The value set upon this 
ingenious piece of mechanism was 1000 dollars, 
or 225L The cabinet work of the case, as well 
AS the engravings and j^aintings about it, and also 
the movements, although done in a beautiful and 
workmanlike manner, had all been executed 
by men, non^of whom had served an apprentice- 
ship to their respective lines of business. The 
mechanisqti was executed by the grandfather of 
the kind friend in whose house it stands. This 
family are remarkable for ingenuity, and have ren« 
dered essential services to this country, by the 
improvements they have made in the machinery 
of flour mills. One of their progenitors had been 
plock*maker to a King of England, and was con-* 
sidered a first-rate ;nechanic in his day. Thus 
propensities and talents sometimes run in families 
from one generation to another. 

12lA MofUh^ 5th. After breakfast my hospita* 
ble friends shewed me into the land office of the 
Holland purcha$e, where every thing is arranged 
in ^reat order i and sever^ clerks and surveyors 
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are employed* .At one ,.pf the desks 1 .sayr 
the surveyor whom I bad met with a few days 
before, in his Indian habiliments, just come out 
,o{ the woods, in which he had been surveying* 
He was now transformed into a smart looking 
clerk, so that I scarcely knew hjni. In the fore- 
noon I left Batavia, and passed several hunting 
parties of Indiaps. Yesterday, while breakfasting 
at Vandeventer's, I . observed them sepding pjut a 
boy to a peighbouringsctilc^ment of these'peopie, 
to bviy Indian corn; apcl,.On inquiring the cause, 
I was told that in the . pettlements of the white 
people thereabouts, the com harvest had generally 
failed. This not having beeii the c^se with' the 
Indians, the white people Were therefore indebted 
to therti for support that season. The mistiness bif 
VaAdeventer*^ Tavern, who is a sober religious 
woman, informed me that she'sometitne^ employed 
the Indian females in iieedle work, at whtdh some 
of them are exceedingly clever. On my inquiring 
how it happened that they decreased in numbers 
so fast, -she told me that she often had conversatioii 
on this subject, with the^femalefe she employed/; 
and, on close' inquiry, they would freely confesi 
that they used various unnatural means to prevent 
an increase. On. the landlady pleading with them, 
Snid endeavouring to convince them of the sinful- 
ness of their practices, they would sometimes 
reply, that it was ImposiSibie 'for them to carry 
ikfcout a thild, and also the skins, '&c. ti^hich theilr 



...hvMs^ai^s^pXQcurpd in, the .woodsy and .whipK^they 
.jijrere alwap farced to c^jtryin the hunting seajspn. 
,.SucIi ia ^he fiffeptiqg situation of the^e.poor in^n 
joaothers. 

In the afternoon I.came to Capt. Ganser's Ta« 
vem, in approaching which, I observed a young 
.Indian female, who .was standing not far from the 
. road, apparently full of trouble* On coming near 
the bouse^ I heard a noise very much like the 
growling oi a wild beast ; and on looking into . the 
house, I saw a stout young Indian singing a kind 
of war song in his own language* The master of 
the inn told me that he was much intoxicated, and 
had been beating his wife, the female I had just 
seen. She had, notwithstanding, taken from him 
his tomahawk and scalping knife, and put tbem 
out of his way ; ai^d I was informed that it is the 
general practice of the Indian females, to take 
away these instruments of death, whenever there 
is any appearance of intoxication* Even the little 
girls are so instructed, that whenever they see the 
men in the way of being intoxicated, they will slily 
take away these instruments and hide them until 
the drunken fit ia oven 

^fter leaving this plaice I,p;i»|c^,by.,a,settle|igt^pt 

of white people, who were mostly . S^ptch. iligh* 

landers. Here I heard a company of drunken 

. Indians siogi^ their war pong ; and; passbg on a 
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few miles farther I overtook a company of Indian 
women with their children. The women were 
disposed to talk with me, but I could not under- 
stand a word they said> except scos, scos^, and too 
Bcoss ; the first of which I knew meant good) and 
the latter, not good. Not long after I parted with 
them I came to Cannawagas, an Indian village, 
near the Genesee river, which I crossed, and, Jn 
the evening came to Osmar's Tavern in Hartford, 
where I spent the evening with two young men, 
who had also been on a visit to the FaUs of Niagara* 

12tA Month, 6tA» This morning I came to 
General HalFs inn to breakfast. This repast con- 
sisted of tea and toast, and . broiled venison* In 
the evening I catne to Canandarque, and lodigtd at 
Taylor's hotel. 

1i2th Montkj 7th* This morning, as I arose^ 
I saw many Indians, both men and women, com- 
ing into the town on business with the bhop-keepers^ 
and) when about mounting my horse, I saw a beau- 
tiful salmon trout borne by two men upon a, pole 
which was put through the mouth and gills of the 
fish. I thought it could not be less than 4 or j( 
feet long, as its tail trailed upon the ground when 
thus carried* 

. In the afternoon I passed through Geiieva, and 
dined xhprt at Powel's hotel. In the evening I 



rode about 8 miles on the banks of Lake Seneca ; 
and lodged at Captain Knight's tavern, a beautiful 
situation on the banks of the Lake. The landlord 
informed me thai he had been a long time in the 
service of Daniel Offley, a friend of Philadelphia, 
of whom he spoke with respect. 

t2tk Month, Sth. This day I travelled along 
the Bank of Lake Seneca, on which are many 
pleasing prospects. I had, through the day, the 
company of « young man, a son of the postmaster 
at Newtown ; and, in the evening we came to Ely's 
tavern in Hector township. One son of our land- 
lord was called Hector, being the first white boy 
who was bom in the township, alter its isettlement ; 
he appeared to be a|>out 12 years old. This part 
abounds with deer and bhck squirrels, of which 
sort of provisions they had plenty in the house ; and 
we had some for supper. The squirrels were very 
fat, much more so than f could have expected. 

12tk Month, 9th. We left Ely's tavern early, and 
passed through a romantic country, where we had a 
view of one of the prettiest water falls I had ever 
seem It descended, as by an easy flight of steps,dowQ 
die declivity of a mountain, at the foot of which 
is Lake Seneca. I was told that both the whije 
inhabitants and Indians kill a great, many deer by 
hunting them down into die Lake, on which they 
c(»ntiiitte to porsoc them in a boat or oooe* The 



. ^ypK the horjDSa, and ^rag^^p^ .it,.to jihe §ide of j^he 
,^y€t5sel| take th^ life of the^pTOr ?^nipjal^ith,4 j^^^ 

About noon we reached: CS^tli^rji^es^ a yi^ip^e^at 

the end of Lake Seneca ; ^ at this village there is a 

wh^rf, a^d.sqme business .is ca^rried oati^ vessels of 

,^cmt 50 tpns |)Uf dien, .^fter t|ik\ng ^ome refresh* 

,ipent,^^e gassed, on dinjugh - Catherines' -$wamp, 

a dgeg^^arrfjw valley with^ipo^int^ns oij ea^ h, hf^gd, 

f pve^f d ,with lofty ti^^es. . Hep^, as U^e evening 

..approached the y^ljcy resojfind^djyitK t^e bowjipg 

, of wolves |. the .sound . yery, nauch ,respnp^bling .t}ie 

^ ^pise.pf. a ,AU?nl>^r pf . lgrge.49JfSs.l?ftwSog,^s. tl^ey 

sonnU:timesdoin tbenigbt^oronihearjiiigl^he sound 

,.of the hprn. My companion^ by..^ay.of encourage- 

^ ment, informed noe, tl^at ..he -_ had never hesird .of an 

instance of either a. wolf or a bear attacking, a man, 

except in case of diemselves or their. young being 

first wounded ; and, from_what I can learn| I be* 

ieivc this statement to be. correct. 

This ^eyenipg^wfc came ^o Nc^wtown j^d had 
,gopd^,accommpdations at EUis^s tavern^ where I 
spent some time with a person of the n;ime of 

^ (^oldbride,^.w]iiojoif!^rmed me that' he was the .firat 
perspnwbo^ad atten^gted the n^yijga|t|on of the 

,.Shoumonge ii^to ihe Susquelyijana, j^nd so 4own 
to Baltimore wd the Chesapeake Bay. jn this first 
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attempt he austalcted 9on9i4erahleJ<>8s^.aiid spreral 
of the boatmen were <lrowQecf ; but, from the inv- 
provements made in the navigation of thfs riv^r, 
CQuaidenable bu^sineas is .now .doi^e. up9n^ it. 

l^th Month, 10th. lith Newtown, and, tra- 
veiling along a thinly peopled tountiy, came to a 
small inn kept by one esquire Wynkoop, where t 
•got some refresliment. The innkeeper was not 
lonly'a jilstice of the peace, but also a watthmaker. 
Having' broken the glass of my watch,' he put a 
brass cap over the face as none of his glasses 
wotild suit. He appeai'ed'to be a veryMngeniouft 
artist ; ' * and its a • Magi^rate, possessed-^ good 
fthare of us^ul knowledge. I perceived an> edifieii 
t>f Bumfs Justice en th^>sh«lf, with bis waichrmak^ 
nig tools,* and chevtf fti^^e { 1. «U|^hse he Administered 
jQStiee (acoording to law. Towards evening . I 
came to Tioga Point, where ^ is the juiKtion/Krf 
the'Shoumonge with .the).SiisquehanAa; and took 
lap .vff. quarters .at * Doctoi: Hapkin's, an acqu^uiii- 
laoce ^f jmy .relatia& J. £# to jncboi^e Jbahiutipu 
•rt-J&lkkinds, ; I jwjssf feefedicg^: my iCo%ii^^# Tbi« 
flight, Xlo4g«4:att tbft[ftw:tP^:'8,i^l\d1uWxt m9r^M« 
fet ii9lit>fc>r /ElWand^, : : After trayeUfng .along 
Jher Sank, lof i*e ;iSuftqu»haiin^, i«>d .pfissing, ^y 
^rnt CrpeJ[,i l camei .to ; JQotberly's ; t^iyexn , in the 
(?ye»ii>g,.^Hii the a»to5>f::Xfrvv^R4y. Cre^k. Jl^rc 
I supped, and the ymt m^roiog J)?«ftkf|i|f^. pn 
wUdofe«iwn«. : > 
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12th, Month^i2th. This morning I left Dother- 
ly% and rode many miles through the woods, with- 
out seeing one habitation, or meeting with one indi- 
vidual. The land in -general is of good quality^, 
and the forest trees are mostly beech, hiGcory,^oak, 
a species of pine, called hemloc, and the sugar 
maple.. From the last, considerable quantities of 
sugar are made ; and I saw sieveral sag^r camps^ 
fenced in^ .where the sap is collected in smaljl 
wooden troughs, about two, feet Ipng^ coarsely 
made with t^e hatchet, and- capable of containing 
one or two gallons each. One of these troughs is 
j>laced at the foot of each tree, and, above it a hole 
is pierced, with an inch .and ^h^U.. fj^g^i** Ii^tl^^ 
Ixole is fixed a spout,. ^>out''o»e fpot long, nfiade 
jof the elder tree, with the pith taken Jout. As the 
sap is collected, it is carried to the boilers, whicfe 
are fixed in the camp, . Sqme farmers tiot.only^ciolr 
lect sufficient sugar and/treacle for dxeir owb 
use, but have several hundred pounds weight to 
-dispose of to the^oeers,. After travelling about 
12 miles, I came to a habitation called SldHdg^^ 
Tavern. The situation of this inn was ^ verf sol); 
tary and romantic, in the n^tdst of a vcfry elctensiv^ 
forest The mistress of the house told me that 
her husband and she had lately emigrated^ from 
London, where they had cairkd on business in 
Longacre, more than 14 y^^rs; - , 

In the course of this day I came safe to my 
rclation's-at Elklandsi and found his family weiU . 



The situation he has chosen is very solitary; his. 
nearest neighbour being about one mile off j but 
there are several at about that distance ; and some 
of them being of our society, they have united 
and built a meetiag4ipii9e near them. 

t2ih M^mK tZih. I spent this afternoon ^ 
J, • H*8, whose family were t^usily employed in 
making maple sugar. J. H. is a. minister in good 
esteem, has an agreeable wife and a group of fine 
children, who have plenty of empioyment in 
clearing and cultivating his plantation in this wiU 
derness, whith, however, appears to be an excel- 
lent soil ; and the situation being dry and healthyi 
on a rising ground, diereis every probability that 
at some future day this may become apropeny of 
great value. 

12th Months XUh. This day I vi9ited £• H's^ 
a nephew of J. H's. He, with his wife^and one 
fine child, had but lately come into this country, 
and had cleared only a very few acres, but which 
appeared to be well managed, and very produc- 
tive. He had just nailed up. the skin of a large 
bear, against the side of hi^ house. He had shot the 
beast, whilst in the act of seizing one of his hogs, 
having, been led to the scene of action by the 
shrieks of the poor animal, while ander the rude 
embraces of the bear* By £• H/ft attention, the 
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tatlek were qiiiclcly turned iii favdW'of tft)g liibg; 
irtiTch was rescued, and Wa^ in afeir wdy of ^6- 
c6V6rihg frbm its wotiridst. 

12M Month,* f Sin. Im^isA^d mMbihii'iAeet^ 
ing. During the sitting of it, accompany of 
honceftsr tame in, ai^; leaving dOAi riito gtias^W^liie 
iooTy behaved in a becismlin^^ maiiticir "unfit th0. 
xi\e«^jg^ bfo to up. 

t2th Months 16lh» I spentthis dfly- ati^y re* 
lation^s. In the cdurse of it- 1 daw -twfy of; his 
m^n cut doitf n a - hemlockT tceey ^ whitfh< is^-a >pef)ietf ^ 
ofpinc-i This tree wa^ '4>; yardfr in cihcumfe^rence, 
and 50 yards in length*';. y«t it li^as of l>^t:little 
viiiu€ hisre* The timber wlMfeh most alwunds on. 
tl)is farm* is the sugar maple, the beech, the locust,,, 
and the oak. This day I saw a family from near 
Derby, in England, of the name of Lambert, who, 
I understood, were likely to do welL 

12ih Month, 17 th. I rode from Elkands to 
Muncy, across the Allegany Mountains, in com- 
pany with Jf. H. and one of his neighbours. Wheii* 
near the top of the AHegany Mountains, we passed: ; 
the company of (lunters who had atteode^d 'the 
meeting at Elklands. The principal objects 6^' 
their pursuit were deer, although they had iib ob- ' 
jection to meeting, with' a bear or a wolf.'^^ ' lA 
passing down the Allcgatiy Mountains, we came 



near the hous^ of a man of the name of Web^r, 
who bad killed 36 bears the last season* 

- In the evening we came to Muncy, where I took 
up my lodgings at W. E.\ a very hospitable friend* 
This being the evening preceding the monthly 
meeting, upwards of 20 friends lodged at his 
house ; and, as far as I could judge, were both lib- 
erally and comforubly entertained. I was told, by 
a neighbour, that it was not very uncommon for as 
many as 30 strangers to dismount at the door of 
this friend's bouse, in the course of an evening, 
and for tbeiyselves and horses to be all well ac» 
commodated. -W« £• has a family of, a or 10 
children^ and his wife, who^ is an amiable woman^ 
sometimes appears in the ministry. JEJere I met 
with my cousin S. M. who has taken up her abode 
at this place for the present. It aflfords aJiine field 
for the ezercise of her. talents ; and I believe she 
makes herself exceedingly useful* 

12th Months IHth^ A deputation from Half- 
moon valley monthly meeting, attended this meet- 
ing at Muncy^, with a proposition to unite these 
two monthly meetings into a qu<a:terly meetii^ ; 
the friends of each of them having to travel about 
150 miles to their respective quarterly meetings, 
according to the present arrangement* 

V 
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After attesding^ the montMy meeting, I dined 
and spent the afternoon at W. £'s, where I had the 
company of my relation J. E. and that of many 
other friends from the neighbouring meetings. 

tUth M^nth, 19th. I spent this day at W. t,% 
who appeared to be much employment as an agent 
in the sale and purchase of lands in these parts ; 
and, I untierstand, he has, by this mesins, acquired a 
large pfopfcrty, A sale Of ^ tOO acres of land was 
made while I was here. The estate sold for about 
3301. sterling, with a tan*yard and some buildings 
imd other improvements thereon, k was consider- 
ied well worth the money ; although, 10 or 15 years 
ago, 501. would have been thought a good price 
for ihe land; it being 150' miles inland from Phi- 
laddphia; but there are now many good houses^ 
and plantations scattered up and down in the 
neighbourhood i and the roads are generally in 
good order* 

t2ih Months 20M. l came this day to Jersey 
town where I slept. In passing tiiroqgh the woods 
this afternoon, I saw a flock of wild turkeys run« 
Bing along the ground. 

12iU Month, 2Ut. This morning I came about 
12 miles on my way on the bank?, of the Susque« 
hanna opposite to Cattawessy, and breakfasted at 
die house of a friend of the name of Yamal. 
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Observiog something very wild ami singular in the 
countenance of an infant, which the friend's wife 
was nursing on her lap, I inquired if it was her 
own ; on which she informed me it was the child of 
an Indiaui. and that, she had t^en charge of if. 

.After breakfast I attended Cattawessy monthly 
meeting. Here I took up my quarters at J. L's, 
a friend I had before bjcen acquainted with^ 
J. L. and some of his neighbours were endeavour- 
ing to dispose of their property at Cattawessy, 
with a view of removing to tiie Ohio, the tide of 
emigration now setting in strongly that way. Gene* 
raUy speaking, it is observable that local attach* 
ments are very slight in this country. 

l%th Monihf SStd» I came to Roaring Creek, 
•nd attended the meeting there. Afterwards I 
spent the afternoon and lodged at W. P's, having 
been kindly invited to his house, by him, when at 
J. L.'s. A neighbour of W. P.'s told us, that, some* 
time before, when hunting deer with his dog imd 
rifle gun, he was suddenly alarmed by a large wolf 
running by him* On presenting his gun, he observ- 
e4 a considerable number following after as fast aa^ 
they could run, being in all 17 large wolvjes* They 
all passed by without taking the least notice of 
him; however he fired at the last of ^ them, and 
killed him on the spot; the rest pursuing their 
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font without taking the least notice of their fallen 
companion* 

111 that neiglibourhood many friends bad sold 
dieir plantations, and had gone to reside in Upper 
Canada/ where they had each. a grant of 2 or 800 
acres from the British Government, without fur- 
ther expense than the fees olF office j which arc very 
small, as already noticed. 

12th Months 23d. I came this day to Miller's 
Tavern, where, in the evening, I observed a hun- 
ter exercising himself in shooting at a mark, vfith 
his rifle gun. The mark at which he shot, was a 
lighted candle* , The accounts that are given of 
the expertness of these shooters, are almost in^ 
credible. Most of this day's jou.mey was throu^^ 
a rough, stony country, very little of it being in a 
state of cultivation ; but the sides of the mountains 
were mostly covered with the flowering laurel ; and 
the streanis of the Mahony were seen winding 
along the vallies. At tke tavern where I dined 
there was a hunter who, the landlord said, had shot 
one hundred deer that season. 

t2th Month, 24ith. I came on with J. M. to a 
German tavern, about 6 miles from Hamburg, 
where we lodged. At this house I found but one 
person who could speak English, and he being 
out when I rose in the morning, I was unable to 
make the family understand whatl said to them* 
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13ih Mantk, ^Stk* I came this day to T. L.'Sy 
at Makleil Creek. Afterwards, at the house where 
I lodged, I met with a venerable lookitsg man^ 
whose counteoance was almost lost ia a large 
bushy beard, which extended a considerable way 
down his breast. . On conversing with him, it a[p«> 
peared he was of the religious .society called 
Dunkers. I enquired of him the reason why the 
men of their society were so tenacious of their 
beards, and eacj^ected to have heard some motive 
assigned that had at least the appearance oi 
weight; but in this I was disappointed j for he 
either could not, or would not assign any other 
than this: ** That as they beleived the practice oE 
shaving originated from a desire in the men to 
make themselves agreeable to the women, it wa» 
unbetoming the gravity of a religious character to 
act from such motives*" 

12M Month^U^th. I cametbis day to. Bethlehem, 
a town inhabited almost entirely by MoraviansU 
They have here a well-conducted boardtag-school 
for girls, where children of all persuasions are 
tlaught every branch of learning that is deemed ne« 
cessary for females; and, for this purpose, the'b^st 
masters and mistresses are procured from different 
]>arts of Europe and America. 

The inn is large and commodiouist, and coridticted 
with a good dcjdi of ordier dnd regularity j'stod i* 
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not inferior to SO m« of ihe {>rincipal iiin$ in Eflg^ 
land. Soon aft«r I alighted, I was itivited by a 
repec table old man to look over the schools that 
evening. I was glad of the oiFer, as I had an €^. 
portunity of seeing nearl) 100 of the girls collected^ 
and of hearing many of them repeat a number of 
short pieces in verse and prose. . 

12th Months 27 th. I remained at Bethlehem, 
and this morning was again kindly invited, by the 
person who was my conductor iast evening, to go 
over the different apartments in the school and 
establishment. I gladly accepted his offer, and 
was well pleased with the neatness and order that 
prevailed throughout the whole* ibis town is 
pleasantly situated on ttie banks of the Lehigh, a 
branch of the Delaware, which is navigable 
down to Philadelphia* The town was founded by 
Count Zinztndorff, and a large tract of good laivi 
was purchased here by bun, which is now of veiy 
^eat value.. 

12thj Months 29ifA. I went to Plymouth, and 
attended the meeting theire, and afterwards came 
forward to Spring Mills, where X dined at T. L.'s, 
in company with N. IRT. jun. who, with T. Ljs 
sister, narrowly escaped with their lives as we 
came from Plymouth. . They were both in a single-^ 
horse chaise^ and the horse being in high condition 
and fiiU of spirits^ took fright at somediin^ he saWr 



a;rul set dF on a full gallop : the rein breaking, ht 
becam.e ungoiremable) so that one of the wheels 
soon came in contact with a post, on which die 
carriage was immediately whirled over, and they 
were both thrown out with great violence ; but pro- 
videntially they received little or no injury. 

This afternoon I returned safe to Merion, havings 
in this excursion, travelled about a thousand mi^es^ 
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CHAPTER XI* 



Merion-rCruel murder of a black boy — Afe^m lines acf- 
dressed to the author^ s farhily— fire servadon qfd shifi^s 
comfiany-^Baltimore'^Emigr ants from Germany and 
Holland^Eikridge — Comfiahy of slaves-^ Washing- 
ton"'^ faithful slave. , ' 

12th Metnth^ 31*^ 1805, I w«s employed in my 
commercial concerns in Phfladelphia. In passing 
along the market-house in this city, the variety, of 
wild animal food exposed to sale i¥i» very striking y 
such as bear's flesh, oposums, racoons, squirrels, 
deer, badgers, or ground hogs, &c. &c. i besides 
a great variety of wild fowls^ Many of the latter 
were of beautiful plumage, but quite unknowa 
to me. 

1806, Isi Months 1st* I returned to Meribff, 
and spent the following day there, in writing to 
my family tod friends in England* I thought it 
remarkable, especially at thiB season of the year, 
that, notwithstanding there was a good deal of 
plate in constant use, in the house where I lodged, 
the doors were never looked at night, nor even bad 
any locks on them : the only fastening to the prin- 
cipal front door, was a nail or a pin put over the 
laftch I and even this precaution was not unfrc- 
quently omitted. From what I could learn, it was 
genenerally the practice, in this ntighourhood^ to 
leave the doors unlocked, although the towuship lies 
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upon one of the most public turn-pike roads in 
America, only about 7 miles from Philadelphia, a 
city containing considerable more than one hundred 
thousand inhabitants. ^ 

As my commercial and other engagements occn- 
pied chief of my time during my further stay in 
America, I shall now again make occasional ex- 
tracts from my diary, instead of detailing the vari- 
ous transactions it records. 

. Ut Months Sth, I attended Merion meeting, 
and spent the afternoon at H. B^'s, whose neigh- 
bour, R. J. handed n^e a note, containing an 
account of the niunber of families, &c. in the 
Middle Monthly Meeting of Philadelphia, as they 
stood in the 1st Month, 1800, as follows :— 

Total number of Members • • • '. 1330 

Families 280 

Male heads of Families • 160 
Men Friends 21 years of age and upwards • 200 

In the year 180a> the time when the note was 
handed to me, the numbers in that monthly meet- 
ing were increased, aftd amounted to between 3 and 
4 hundred families. 

1^^ Month J XOth* In conversation with H. B. he 
related to me an effecting narrative of a black boy, 
who came under^the observation of his bvother J. R. 
and resided near his dwelling at Lewis*Town, in 
Delaware State. It happened that the master of 
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this poor lad had missed a piece of leather^ and.be 
charged the boy, who was his slave, with stealing 
it. The boy denied the charge. However, as 
the master was unable to discover what was be* 
come of the leather, and , looked jupon the denial 
of the charge as a thing of coarse, he was very 
much irritated th^the was unable to bring any proof 
against the lad. In order to extort confession, the 
"master tied him up by the hands,, a. considerable 
height from the ground, and fixed a heavy piece 
of wood (a fence rail) to his feet la this situa* 
tion he beat the poor boy in so unmerciful a man« 
ner, that he died under the torture thus cruelly 
inflicted by his brutal master. Scarcely had the 
poor little innocent breathed his last, under 
these torments, before the master^s son, smitten 
with remprse o|i , beiQg t];ie ooca#ion of su^h 
dreadful cruelties, . confessed that it was himself 
who had stolen the kath^r, for which the poor 
litde slave had just paid the forfeit of his life* 
However void of the feelpgs of humanity, it may 
well be supposed, that this hard-hearted naaster 
was not a little mortified at having wantonly put 
to death a valuable slave ; but, such was the pro* 
tection which that State afforded these oppressed 
fellow«creatures, that the mastcar escaped punish* 
ment, as is commonly the case on occasions of '^ 
murder committed by the whites pn their black 
slaves. 
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1st Hantlif 12#A. On a retrospect of my tra- 
vels in this Continent, I could not avoid recalling 
to mind the beauty and grandeur of the surround* 
ing scenery^ which I have so often admired ; whe- 
ther in looking down from the Allegany Mountains 
upon vast for^st$, extending, on every hand, as far 
as the eye ean reach; or in wandering along the 
Jbanks of those extensive lakes in the Genessee 
Country, and Upper Canada, in the midst of 
which, the stupendous cataract -of Niagara stuns 
the ear. Equally impressive was the scene in 
sailing on those majestic rivers, the Delaware, 
the Hudson, the Potowmack, or the Susquehanna, 
whose ever varying banks open prospects extremely 
wild and beautiful ; or in traversing those almost 
boundless forests which iBtill remain iti an unculti- 
vated state, where I often beheld the native Indian 
families rambling in search of game. In aU these 
changing scenes, however striking and impressive, 
the recollection of my near connexions at home 
was almost ever with me ; and the remembrance 
of these tender ties induced a short address to my 
wife and family, which led me to exhibit the ef- 
fects of divine love in a few additional stanzas. 
Though they may have little to recommend them, 
I insert the lines in Ais place :•>• 

Tho> far divided, still T feel thee near. 
And oft, on the^, remembrance loves to dveQ^ 

As on a friend well tried, and doubly dear, 
Wli9«6 wwth my ])«wtcsnb«itei: fedi tbsa telL 
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Thro' all thy confiictt, may the hand of pover^ 
Lead thee in safety on the derious way; 

And watch aroimd thee» thro* each varying hour^ 
Thy guard and guide unto the latest day. 

Those tender plants the pledges of our love. 
True to themselves, as to known duty true. 

By thy example led, oU may they prove. 
The joy« (rf* idrtuej and her patfam pursue. 

As oft, at early dawn, or evening's close. 
These widely, waving woods, I pensiiEe tnce« 

This tender wish within my bosom- flows, • 
In love unbounded stiU by time or spaee. 

Not this Atlantic^ vast extended flood. 
Encircling many an Isle in his embraee; * 

Kor these wide forests that have ages stood, 
A shade and shelter to an Indian race; 

^ot all the deeps where oceans waves combine. 
With evtry forests broad extended space. 

More widely spread than does that love divine. 
Which, as it flows, embraces every race. 

With its mild influence cloth«d, the mind can view. 

All human kind with one benignant eye; ' 
Whate*er their nation, or whate*er their hue. 
For suffering man the heart can heave a t^*. 

Behold yon slave with wretchedness cast down, . 

Tom from his wife and children's weeping eye. 
He toils unpitied in a land unknown. 

And eatr his bitter bread with many a sigh. 

Free and untainted, from its source sublime, 
Tho* the pure current of the gospel flowt; 

Yet what avails it to this favour*d clime^ 
If 0\iinj obdvirate stiU, no pity knows! 
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' Or what' aruls it, tho* fair'freedom rear, 
Her beauteous throne upon a fertile Und, 
If there ten thousands still the chain must wear* 
And, unregkrded, lift the suppliant hand! 

Ut Mentha Wth. " I spent this d^y at Phllackl* 
phia. In crossing the floating' txridge at the upper 
ferryv I obseived the people engaj^d in a singnlar 
bind of harvest, being employed iti- breaking lip 
aikd taking away large qusmttties- of ice,*to lay up 
(at summer use*. Those who have never visited 
warm climates, can scarcely conceive how pleasant 
the use of ice is, for various purposes of the table', 
lU^the summer season. 

. 1^ Monihy 2S$h. In croisiring the SchuylktH o^ 
the ioating .bridge, attheuppei^ ferry, I pafesctia 
Negro boy apparently about 12 years of age^ 
I^oand his neck an iron collar Wbs Icxik^^d, aiid 
from each side of it an troii boiv passed over hU 
bead* His dress was a light lihsey jacket and 
ttawsers, without hat, shoes, or stockmgi. Soon 
after passing the boy, whom,! suppotfed to be a 
ipunawa) slave, i nieta persoaof wham 1 inquired 
the reason of tbefboy's having s6 much ir(^ abdat 
him* The man replied that the boy w«d-'hisf and 
was so. often running jawa^ that he had used that 
Rietiiod to prevent hiofi ^^. 

t^ Mmh^'^th. ;Atfler:ikavin^'pa4tf^'-8evet%l 
d^ys at Merion, chiefly in writing to my family 

Q 
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and connexions, I went this day Co Philaddpliid, 
and forwarded various letters and papers to Eng- 
land. Afterwards I dined at J. A.'s, an English- 
man, who had often kindly invited me to his house. 
He had been sent to this country by D. B* on 
busiDess. J. A. gave me an account of singular 
preservation experienced by the ship's conypany 
in crossi];ig the Atlantic, when more th^n 500 
' miles frpm land; His narrative was nesirly as 
follows ; — Lying awake early one ^orning^ Tie was 
alarmed by the people's continuing. a long time: at 
the pump. About five o'clock the, Captain came 
down and informed him thz^t the ship h^d spruHg 
so considerable a leaky that he was fearful the 
cOiHsequenCe would be se^ioujs, for the water gained 
fast upon them; .that ii^ all probability it would not 
be many hours before the vessel would sink, and 
that there was no^Ueraatiive but taking to theloi]tg* 
boat. , Freparatipns .wei^e accordingly made to 
leave the ship,^ by providing the few stores and 
ifece^saties they were able to. stow in the boat« 
WhiU this, was doing the water increased so rapidly, 
that, early in the foreno©%- it filled the lower hold 
and began to make its appearance on the cabin 
flpor. ' Aboutjioon all. were under the absolute ne- 
ces$ity of^ leaving, the ship^ from an expectation she 
would go diown every moment* With.this awful pro* 
pect before thf;m, the ship's company committed 
^t]^i9%^Ves^ to thp inst%y with scarcely a ray of hope 
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of ever reaching the land. The afternoon was spent 
with heavy hearts, being eN'ery moment in danger of 
having their boat overset or filled with wateri 
When the darkness of the night came on, it added 
to the horrors of their situation* However, soon 
after it was dark, about eight o'clock, the Captain 
stood up, and being stiff wit]^ long sitting in a confin* 
ed posture, stretched himself out, with his face to* 
wards that part of the horizon, where the mqpn 
was at that moment rising and casting a stream of 
light along the surface of the waters* This afforded 
him an opportunity of discovering a vessel which, 
providentially, at that very time, was passing be-r 
tween them and the moon just as she rose above the 
waves. The prospect of so unexpected a deliver- 
ance, gave such new strength 'to the poor sailors 
at the oars, that, in a short time they came up 
with the ship, and were all taken safely on board. 

It is difficult to describe the feelings of a grate- 
ful mind, on an occasion like this ; but from such 
an event, we may all draw this useful lesson : not 
to be too much discouraged even under the most 
adverse circumstances of life. 

On the SOth of the Ut Month^'l left Merion, 
and this day, the 1st of ^d THonth^ I crossed the* 
Susquehanna to Charlestown, and thence came to 
Bush. Here I rested about an hour at an inn, the' 
landlord of which told me that he was a native of 
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London, and had received hia education in Cbriftt 
Church Hospital. On coding over to America 
about 60 years ago, he landed near the place where 
Baltimore now stands ; but, at that time, the town 
was not begun, altho* it now contains; near 30,000 
Inhabitants, and h one of the best built towns I have 
seen. Indeed I do not know any in England su- 
perior to it in beauty. In the evening I came to 
a%elegant inn called the Stone-houae^ and the next 
day reached Baltimore, and.it being lfttday» I at* 
funded the meeting .ther«« 

9rf Mouth, 3d. I 5itten(Jed the quarterly meet- 
ing at Baltimore, which was held in the ne# 
meeting-house, a very handsome brick buildin^^, 
about 30 yards in length and proportiohably broad. ' 
It cost neatly ^OCOl. This meeting-house is so con- 
gtructecj, that both men and women keep their seats 
when the meetings for worship close, which are 
held pr)eviou3ly to proceeding to their respective bu- 
^iness^ Xhe partition whicl^ divides the houae into 
two parts, is so constructed, that it winds round a 
windlass with flat sides. The pannels of the par- 
tition arc joined -to each other by hinges; are so 
proportioned that they wrap rotmd the windlass as 
tyuly and Regularly as a pipce of canvass; and are 
so nicely managed, that in winding yp. or Idtting 
down, they make no more noise than a commeoft 
cHvrtain. It is obvious that the first rapge of pan- 
nels altthe top, neiit to the windlass, must be the 
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Tkixrowt9t i and that they must gradually marease 
in breadth to the lowest range, otherwise they 
could not wrap regularly round the axle. The 
^adual decrease in the. breadth of the pannels has- 
a very pretty effect, when the shutters are down a 
and, contrary to my expectations, I did not observe 
that the meeting suffered any inconveniency from* , 
the voices of the women, in the other division o£ 
the house- 

A 

%d MsrUh^ Atth*^ This day I visited a friend, his> 
wife and family^ who in company with several 
others had lately emigrated from the neighbouf* 
hood of Pyrmont ia Gpermany« Their object ia 
coming to America^ was, that they and their chil* 
dren mi^t have more of the company of friead$* 
As the wages of the poor are very low in that part . 
of Germa&y, not exceeding 3d. or 4d. per day^ 
and the necessaries of life are high in proportion^, 
few labourers t^iire can afford to ha\€ any thing 
better than coarse rye or barky bread, sprinkled 
with a little salt, to their tea or coffee ; and these 
Germans, bdng aU labcMiring people in low cir- 
eumsunces, found a great alteration in their situ* 
ation every way, and appeared very thankfol for 
tlie change* 

2</ Monthy 5th. In the course of the day t vi- 
sited a family of friends, who. had lately emigrated 
&om Amsterdami of the name of Poppeleim^aadi 
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who had come to this cbtintry with the same views ' 
as the Germans just mentioned ; but, being liien 
of property, were engaged in business. Thede 
friends having been eye witnesses of the ravages of 
war, which of late have so desolated some of. the 
finest countries in £arope, often expressed their 
thankfulness, in broken English, that they were 
permitted thus to sit down in a land, where peace 
and plenty so generaUy prevailed. One of the last 
mentioned family, of the name of Valentine, a man 
of a very delicate constitution, and who had suf* 
fered a great deal through bad health, and the 
almost constant' state of aU^m . his country had - 
been kept under for years past, by contending 
armies, used sometimes to say to his brothers :, 
*^ How thankful ought we now to fefel- for being 
thus placed amongst friends : we can sleep peace^^ 
fuliy in our beds, and, rising in the morning, we 
ciha pursue our business without interruption or 
alarm ; and can sit down in a land of plenty, eating 
our bread in quietness and peace**' This evening 
I supped with I. P. an English friend, who some 
years back had emigrated from York, and* is now 
well settled in business here. ' 

2d. Months 6th. I attended Baltimore week-day 
meeting. In the afternoon I set out for Washing- 
ton city, in company with E. W. aAd slept this 
night at his house near Elk ridgie, where he has a" 
valuable estate, and a large well construaed flour* 
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mill. touting the cotttifraasce of Ae ' war car*/ 
ri^ on by Great Britain, iti this country, he 
was tried with the loss of all his property, and a*- 
Jong confinement in prison ; but his integrity and 
perseverance rose above all his difficulties ; and he 
is now placed in a situation of life far above most 
of his persecutors. * 

2d. Month, 7th. I left E. W's hospitable roof, 
and, in the evening, came to Bladensburg, where 
I had the company of a young surgeon to supper^ 
of the name of John Bell, who had accompanied 
the American squadron ia the late expedition 
against the Dey of Tripoly, and was at the storm- 
ing of the fort and town of Derne, on the coast . 
of Africa. In hearing narratives of this kind, the 
mind is often lost in astonishment in the consi- 
deration that a man, endowed with reason, can 
bring himself to believe there is any thing meri- 
torious in thus exposing his life and limbs to de« 
struction, and oftentimes when he is a total 
strangcr'to the causes of the quarrel which he has 
espoused. How lamentable is it that the noblest 
faculties of man should be debased, and the funda- 
mental principles of the christian religion trodden 
underfoot, through the indulgence of ferocious and 
warlike dispositions. 

2d. Months Sth, In travelling this day, I passed 
by a company of black slaves, chained together^ 



widi a vlnte iaah of » sn^iige coudtennftcr, holding 
a large pistol in his hand, driving th^m before him. 
Behind was a cart, in which were some Negro 
children, who had been torn from their parents by 
this member of civilized and polished society, who 
was now taking them down into Georgia, there 
to remain in abject slavery for life. In viewing 
this painful scene as it passed before me, > it was^ 
almost impossible to avoid noticing how diiferent 
Were the countenances of the infant company ia 
the cart, compared with that of their unfeeling: 
conductor. On the fonner were seen the smiles 
of innocence, whilst on the latter sat brooding » 
mixture of cruelty and iavarice, which no pen or 
pencil cad describe. 

In the afternoon I c^me to Washington city ;; 
and on the 9th I attended the meeting at Wash-^ 
ington« After meeting I was kindly invited by 
M. P. to h^r son-in-law's house, who is Secretary 
of State ; but, having engaged to spend the after- 
noon elsewhercf I was obliged to decline the offer*. 
In the evening I had the company of a native of Fal- 
mouth ; but, of late years, he has been employed in; 
the national dock-yard at Washington city, as navat 
architect. I understood that he had) early in life, 
been invited over to this country fay Doctor 
Franklin, as one skilled in ship-building. Having, 
had his education in our society, it appeared in- 
consistent that he should be employed in conr- 
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fttructiagsfaipaof war ; bat I found he hadforf(eite4 
bis membcFship. However, I am mistaken, if the 
building of ships of war is not a burden greater 
than he will be able long to bear. A friend of 
the name of J. A. supped with us this evening* 
He was from Providence in Rhode Island, and 
gave us an interesting narrative of a journey he 
took through the wilderness parts of this continent, 
to New Orleans in Louisiana* A constderabk 
part oS the way he went by water in canoes, hav- 
iog Indian coadoetors, aad passed through mzay. 
Indian seulemeatB, by the chie& of which he 
was, m general, kindly and hospitably etttertaiosd* 
At one Indiiin village in purticular, the chief,. 
esAling together the iahsbitants Co a place where 
ifkey held their pubtie meetings, and placia|f 
Jenaftbaa by his side, made a long harangue. The 
iHbatancse ef it was, faia approbation of the priii«i 
ci{des and practices of friends, concerning which 
he had obtained information at some former pe- 
i4od, and which be then eadeavonred to explain 
to the f ndHans about himJ AnK>ngst other thiogs 
he remarked, it w^ a self^vidcnt truth, that the 
Power which gave life and breath to man, ahme 
had the right to take it* At another setllemeot 
of Indians, he wa^ agreeably surprised to find 
what great progress was made in agriculture and 
manufa<:tures« He was totd, that in this district 
there were 20D looms employed by Indians f and 
at the table of the chief at which he was enter- 
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tained, there was every kind of vegetables and 
fruit common in the cities of America ; such 
as pease, beans, cabbages, asparagus, melons, 
peaches, &c« At dinner, amongst other things^ a 
quarter of roasted lamb was served up ; a thing 
hardly to have been expected at an Indian table. 

2jd Months 10th. This morning I visited S. B. 
at his office in the Treasury, of which he is the 
head clerk. From the Treasury 1 was kin41y 
conducted by J. P. to his mother's, who was 
then resident with her son-in-l^w, J. M. the pre-i 
sent Secretary of State to ,the United States. I 
spent a little time pleasgntiy with the Secretary, 
who was coniined to his house, by a hurt he had. 
' received upon his knee j and although pretty? much 
a stranger in the family, I received a kind invita- 
tion to call at his house, whienever tnisaness might 
lead me to Washington city. ^ 

As I had never seen Thomaj9t JeJFerson, the. 
President of the United States, this hos|)itable- 
family offered to introduce me to hiin, and the' 
Secretary's brother-in-law accompanied i;ne to the 
President's house, where. I was received by him 
with a shake by the hknd, as though, we h^d been, 
old acquaintance ; and immediately he entered into, 
conversation with as much freedom ^s . if we had 
been long known to each other. After sitting a 
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fihprt time in (his friendly way, I informed him, 
that as my objTct id calling upon him, deserved 
scarcely a better name than curiosity, I should be 
very sorr^ to detain him ; especially as his time 
inust be fully occupied with the important con- 
cerns of Government ; Congress being then sitting* 
After this, rising from my chair, he came forward, 
and again taking me by the hand, bade me farewell. 
From his disregard to all useless forms and cere* 
monies, not excepting those of religionj his ene« 
mies accuse him of being deficient both in religion 
and politeness. ' But there are men, that have 
seen a great deal of the world, who believe, on 
good grounds, that where true religion and true 
politeness most *abound, there we see least of 
forms and ceremonies, and that true religion and 
true politeness generally go hand in hand. 

Having received an invitation from one of the 
Membero of Congress, to attend their sitting, I 
this day went to the Capitol and heard their de- 
bates* I s^o visited, the Hall where the Senate 
was sitting ; but as there was nothing very interest- 
ing before them, I had not an opportunity of 
hearings their principal orators. 

. After, visiting the Senate and House of Repre- 
3en^tiyc?B, I spent a short time in the Supreme 
£edexal' Court ; where the Chief Justice was then 
sitting* , Although a great part of the Caiptol is 
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already finished^ in a convenient, ^d-ind<e<^d, in a 
ftuperb style, yet a. great deal remains to be done 
before the whole will be completed. 

After dining at Washington, I set out for Baltli> 
hiore ; and arrived there the 2d of iJth Month; 
accompanied by E. W. and his wife, from their 
own habitation, ^here I lodged last night. E. W. 
gave me an affbcting account of a black slave, 
residing near his house, who is a pattern of inte- 
gtity and industry. Such is the confidence re- 
posed in him by his master, that for many years 
past it has been his practice fo send this slave to 
Baltimore; with his v^aggon l^en with various 
kinds of prb Juce, the sale of which he intrusts to 
this black nrian'; also the care of receiving and 
bringing home the money ; by which means it fre- 
quently happens that large sums of money pass 
through his hands. This service he Jias performed 
90 much to the satisfaction of .his .master) that he 
scarcely ever ventures to employ any odiier.pjyrsqa 
for these purposes. 

This faithful slave ha& a wife and a large familif 
of children, who reside in a hut close by his mas« 
tef s ho»8e. He is ailowed a small portion of time 
weekly to do something for himself and- ftfmily^ 
and being frequently employed by ithfe nei^bUmffa 
^0 dp litfle £rratid& ib;: tfajn^ ki fialtimbiiei teibaa^ 
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4ariog many years of care, and frequently by liard 
biboar when others were at rest, scr^rped together 
about 2001. He lately made an offer of all this 
to his master for the freedom of his fadiily ; but 
die master absolutely refused to give him his liberty 
on any condition, sUedging that he could not meet 
with another in whom be could so confide* 

Hie poor man had gready flattered himself widi 
hopes^ that considering his tims of life, being now 
about 50 years old, a much smaller siim would have 
procured his liberty ; and it would indeed have -pur* 
chased that of almost any other slave in the neigh* 
bourhood* On finding his master inexorable, his 
disappointment and distress were extremre, aAd, 'in 
tfie anguish of his heart, he determined to leiavc 
his wife and children, and take the first opportu- 
nity of quitting the country for ever. Hc^wever 
he concluded first to call on E. W. who liad 
always been his friend and adviser, to inform him 
of his resolution. E. W« sympathized widi bim 
in his affliction, but did not let that suffice ; for he 
went immediately to the master, and used every 
endeavour to prevail upon him to accept the 
money offered, and, to grant the man and his 
family their freedom. In order to induce the mast* 
ter*s compliance, E. W. represented to him the 
exceedingly ungenerous return he was malting to 
the poor man for his fidelity and industry ; as the 
only plea urged by this unfeeling master, for his 

R 
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cruel conduct, was the uprightness and integrity 
of the Slave ! ! But, alas ! avarice is deaf to all 
arguments except, those of self-interest ; it was 
therefore ia vain that E. ^. thus pleaded the 
cause of suffering virtue ; for the hardened task- 
master was inexorable to all his reasonings ; and 
the poor black man and his family remain in bbn-^ 
dage, living wimesses to what a pitch of obduracy, 
avarice and self-interest can harden tlie heart of 
man. As nothing that. E. W* could say had any 
effect upon the master, he thought it his duty to 
endeavour to reconcile the poor slave to his hard 
lot, and to persuade him not to leave his wife and 
family, as it appeared lus full determination to 
have done. In this be was more successful; for 
the. poor man concluded to remain with tihem^ and 
endeavour to bear his burden with patience^ 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Buitimore-^Gunfiovder Fallt»^^Mary Stroud-^-^ivU- 
zing the Indiattt-^J^egro Boy SadO'-^Battle of Bran- 
dy-wine, and cvcnt9 in the neighbour hood^^Weat grove 
^-mAnothtr JVegro Boy-^Merion^^Occurrences there, 
l^c^^General Moreau-^A Aegro Siai^ who had been 
liberated-^Dr, Franklin, 

2d Months 13rA, 1806. I attended Baltimore 
monthly meeting, and afterwards dined at J. M.\ 
a friend who after m^my years euccesaful appUca* 
tion to business, bad retired from it« and was em* 
ploying a part, of his lei&i^e hours, in promoting 
an extensive work for supplying the town with 
water, in which he has embarked considerable pro- 
perty conjointly with many others. I took a walki 
with him to vi;::w the work as it was in progress, 
and, from what I could judge, it wiU be attende4 
with very great expense ; but no doubt it will prove 
.highly beneficial to the inhabitants of Baltimore* 

2d Months 24th. 'I'his day I dined with Q. M. 
an ancient friend, who filled the office of inspector 
of beef and pork, exported from the Port of Bal- 
timore. The United States not requiring any 
oaths from those appointed to oiBces under gov- 
ernment, it frequently happens that friends accept 
of them. 
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fid MotnK, 15th. I visited G. P. cae of the 
friends lately come from A.tnsterdam to settle in 
Baltimore. They had opened a shop here which 
tfiey had furnished with the manufacturea of 
France and Germany ; and, for the short tijnc they 
. had been in business, had met with good encourage- 
ment. I was rather surprised to see that in some 
of the shops in this p'ace, as well as in Philadel« 
phia, although nearly the whole stock consisted 
of the manufactures of other coiintrits^ yet but 
lUtle of it was from England^ ^ 

Hd Months 16/A. I attended Baltimore forenoon 
meeting, and in the afternoon attended by J. T. 
and G« M. left that city. In the evening we came 
to H. J.'s, a minister who is well respccte<l in this 
neighbourhood. His house and plantation lie near 
the' Gunpowder Falls, and not far from the meet- 
ing which bears that name. I was told of ft re- 
markable preservation which the friends of this 
meeting experienced during^ the revolutionary war 
an America. As our society generally had shewn 
an attachment to the governmeat of England, at 
the breaking out of the revolution, and had, as a * 
^ody, adhered to their peaceable principle in re- 
fusing to take any active part in the struggle, there 
were many a^mongst the most violent of the revolt- 
ing colonists, who were greatly exasperated against 
friends. However a few individuals in the society, 
^vere not so careful as in common prudence they 
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ought to have been ; and several of them were 
ilccorditigl}r tried, coovicted, and executed, as 
traitors to their country. The conduct of these' 
imprudent individuals) increased the disgust of 
those violent partisans, and it sometimes happened 
that iimocent friends were dragged from their 
meeting-houses to prison* At that period, f» part 
of the American army lay near the Gunpowder 
Palls meeting-house, which, however, did not pre* 
vtnt friends from holding their meetings for wor« 
ship. Amongst the troops of which this part of 
the army was composed, there was a Colonel of "a 
regiment of dragoons, whose resentment against 
friends was raised to such a pitch of mttHce, that 
one day, when traversing the country, he came to 
the most extraordinary and cruel resolution of 
putting to the sword, the friends who were then 
collected at their place of worship ; considering 
them as no better than a company of traitors^ 
Drawing up his men near the spot, he ordered 
them to halt, in order to m^ke arrangements for 
the execution of his di^adful purpose^ At this 
moment an awful silent pause took place, in 
which he felt his mind so powerfully smittett 
with conviction, that he not only drew off faxt 
men, but conceived very favourable semimeiits of 
the society i and continuing to yield to hts convict 
tlons, he afterwards joined in communion* with 
friends, and continued faithful to the principle of 
trwith as professed by them. 

K a 



Ud Months 18/A* This morni^ «r^ p^Mtd by 
Nottihgham meeiifig-t^ouaey in the neighbourhood 
of which John Churchman formerly resided* 
About noon we came to S* C.'s to dinntr, where 
we had the company of Mary Stroud, one of the 
fifteen children of Joseph Gilpin, mentioned, by 
Thomas Chalkley in his Journal^ page Si^v Edit^^ 
1766. This friend^ was in very low circumstances 
al the time Thomas Chidkky first visited him, and 
luis habitation wa» a cave by the side of a rnoun-^ 
tain; although manjr of his descendants, at this- 
time, are people in opulence in Amei^ica. The 
eave is nt^w in the possession of one of them, at 
whose house T wa» once hospitably entertained,, 
and who considers it as reflecting honour upon the 
iamilyy rather than as being any disparagement ta 
iu Mary. Stroud, although about iCO years old,, 
still retained her faculties in an extraordinary 
manner, and her observations were often shrewd 
^nd pointed- 

2d MontHj t9th^ I attended the quarterly meet^ 
ing at London Grove, the closing sitting of which,: 
was one of the largest I ever was at.. W. J« and 
R« M. two valuable American ministers, were 
here; the latter of whom appeared in an extraor* 
4inary manner^ and., being a young man of a& 
amiable disposition, and pleasing delivery, he will,. 
1 trust, continue a useful ornament in the church. 
Yet how frequently do we see the fairest hopes. 
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fttid proa{>e6ts clouded ; sometimes bjr tlie unwise 
attentions and adulations of the admiring crowds- 
It is greatly to be lamented^ that even those who 
in an especial manner are placed as guardians and 
overseers of the shepherdsr are not altogether clear 
of fanning that little spark of vanity, which the 
grand enemy contrives, in one form or other, to. 
light in almost every human breasts 

On coming out of the house after the brea&ing 
up of the meeting, I was surprised at the great 
number of horses and carriages standing on the 
ground before the meeting-house. The space 
they occupied consisted of several acres ; and, from 
the best judgment I was able to form, there: were 
nearly 20Q carriages of different descriptions,, 
mostly on springs, and m€»*e than double that 
numbers of horses, exclusive of those used in the^ 
carriages* The trifling expense at- which horses 
and carriages are kept in iht country parts of Amer* 
fca, enables even those in slender circumstances 
to keep them, which certainly is a great privilege 
in warm climates* After this meeting I took my 
leave of several of my friends, never expecting to 
see them a^^aon this side of ihe grave* 

I spent part of this afternoon with J. P* an agree- 
able friend, who had devoted some years to the in* 
struction of the Indians in letters and agriculture,. 
&c« and had been long amongst them in their settle* 
ments* Ue reUted a varii^ty of Httle anecdotes 
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concertiiitg these untutored sons of tfie forest,^ char- 
acteristic of their habits and manners, from which 
it seemed, that the restraints and confinement of 
mechanics and labourers in civilieed life, are con* 
sidered by them as the greatest of human miseries ; 
and that one nation should even wish to spi^ead 
their manufactures amongst other nations, and thua 
become labourers to those for whom they have no 
knowledge or regard, was, in their eyes, the height 
of human folly. 

As the plan in which J. P. was engaged did 
not profess to interfere with the religious concerns 
of the Indians, they were not often a subject of 
conversation ; yet the Indians would sometimes 
observe, that they should have no objection to 
attending Friends* meetings, if it were not too 
long to sit doing nothing, without the privilege of 
a pipe. Instances, however, have occured, ampngst 
such untutored individuals, wherein ihey have cvin« 
ced conviction that the Great Spirit may be known ^ 
and worshipped in silence. 

On my arrival at S. P.^s, - 1 found his wife in a 
poor state oi health ; and although considerably 
reduced by sickness^ yet her natural lively and 
cheerful disposition seemed to rise superior to her 
bodily affliction. She made respectful mention of 
a number of £uropean friends, who had visited 
her habitation; particularly M. R. and J. W. 4 
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the manners of the latter^ and her dialect, in broad 
Irish, had entertained her very much. 

While in this family, I could not avoid noticing 
the innocence and simplicity of a litde Negro 
boy, named Sado ; and on my making some in- 
quiry, Martha Painter gave an account to the 
following effect :—«>Importing Negro slaves from 
the coast of Africa^ is contrary to the laws oi the 
United States, notwithstanding some of Uie 
Southern States allow the keeping of slaves, and 
it sometimes happens that an American ship is 
detected transgressing the law, in which case both 
ship and cargo are confiscated* Not long since, 
two American ships with cargoes of slaves were 
seized by a frigate belonging to the United States, 
and brought to the Port of Philadelphia, where 
they were both condemned ; but the poor black 
people on board were put under the care of the 
Society instituted for the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade, and were a!l provided with places as ser* 
vants or apprentices. Amongst the latter was 
little Sado, who was put out to S. P. Although 
he was treated with the greatest tenderness, yet he 
was often seen weeping at the recollection of his 
near connexions* He said, that himself and sister 
were on a visit at a relation^ and that, after the 
family had retired to rest, they were suddenly 
alarmed, in the dead of the night, by a company 
of Man^steakrs breaking into dieir habitaiioB. 



t02 TRAVELS IK 

They were all carried oflF towards the sea, where 
they arrived at the end of three days, and were 
confined until the vessel sailed. Sado's sister was 
placed in a situation near S. P.'s, which afforded 
them frequent opportunities of seeing each other. 
Not long after this Negro boy had been brought 
into S. P.'s family, he was taken ill of a bad fever ; 
and, for a time, there appeared but little hopes of 
bis reco\xry, although the best medical help was 
obtiained, and every kindness and attention was 
shewn to him* While he laid in this state, M. P. 
inqnired of him, if there was any thing he wished 
to have, or If there was any thing she could do 
for him ; as they desired to do every thing in their 
power to relieve him. In reply, he expressed his 
thankfulness for their good intentions, but said^ 
" There was nothing they could do that would 
cure him; yet if he was at home with his mother, 
she would soon make him well ;*' adding that ^^ there 
was a plant grew in his country, the leaves of 
which she gathered, and poured hot water upon 
them, covered his body all over with them, and it 
always soon made him well.*' Martha desired him 
to prescribe the plant, and they would endeavour to 
procure It. He replied, ^^ It was not to be had in 
this country, for he * had often looked for it in 
vain." 

There being now scarcely any prospect of his 
recovery, his mktresi^ wjis desirous o£ sdmimster« 



VOETH AM fiUXCA. 20S 

iogsome rcUgiotis coneoUtion, and obsenred to 
him, as he had always been a very good boy^ she 
had no doubt that if bt died at this time, hit 
spirit would be admitted into a place of everlast« 
ing rest and peace. On hearing this, he quickly 
Implied, *^ I know that if I die X shall be happy ; 
fbr as soon as my body is dead, my spirit will Ay 
away to my father and mother, and sisters and 
brothers, in Africa/^ The boy recovered. His 
good conduct had gained him the favour and re« 
spect of the whole family, and I have no doubt 
tha( the care bestowed upon his education, will, 
in due time, afford him a brighter prospect of a 
future state, than that of returning to Africa« 

I have sometimes turned my attention to the 
orderly conduct, and pleasing dispositions of some 
of these Black children, whom I have seen in 
friends^ families. On considering that they have 
been violently torn from their near relatives and 
friends, and exposed to all the horrors and sick* 
ness of transportation in a slave ship ; I huve 
compared them with the kidnappers, and with the 
owners, captailis, and crews of slave ships, who 
assume the name of Christians, and, with the 
greatest self-complacency, make pretentions to 
being governed by the precepts and example of 
(Christ; whilst they give the appellation of Hea- 
thens and Infidels to diese poor unoffending Negro 
<liUdre&, as a cover to their cruelty. In such a 
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eontemphtion and comparison, the mind is over<> 
whelmed with sorrow, at the idea of the atrocitjr 
and darkness in which human nature may be in* 
Totved, by the unboui^ded thirst of gold. « 

2d Mbnthy 20ih. I left S. P.'s hospitable roof 
accompanied by his brother-in-law J. T. The 
ground I travelled over this day was the scene of 
much bloodshed during the revolutionary war; it 
being that part of the country where the bat- 
tle of Brandy wine was fought. My companion 
was present at the time, with several other 
friends, who were led forth by the dictates of hu- 
manity, in order to lend some assistance to the 
poor wounded and dying soldiers, that lay scat- 
tered over the fields, through an extent of several 
miles. On this occasion friends* meeting-house of 
Birmingham was (converted into an hospital, in 
which many of the poor mangled creattu-es breathed 
$heir last, and where many more suffered the am- 
putation of their limbs, with many other pain- 
ful operations concomitant with the carnage of 
war. Amongst those who ended their earthly 
course in this meeting-house, were several officers, 
who were buried in friends burying ground. One 
of them, a near connexion of the Duke of North- 
umberland, was a young man of the name of 
Percy, whose amiable and cwmplary conduet 
under his severe sufferings, had procured him the 
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piurtifalar regard (md esieoi^ of ihe friends 'about 
him. The shockidj^ situation of some they found 
in the fleLds, would not bear description ; in others 
who lay lifeless on the ground^ it was some time 
before any wound could be discovered, a single 
bullet having passed through some vital part; 
others had the fleshy part of a leg or a .thigh torn 
to pieces by larger balls, and had sunk under the 
loss of blood. 

These scenes of horror were followed by otfaers^ 
if possible, still more revolting to human nature* 
Those who have travelled much in America must 
have observed the deep channels that are in many 
places worn in the declivities of their fields, owing 
to the great depth of soil and the heavy showers 
to which they are subject in that country* It so 
happened that the dead bodies pf many of those who 
^ere slain in this battle, were interred in these chan- 
nels, and remained so for some time undisturbed • 
but, afterwards, some heavy raiiis fainng, the earth 
)vas washed away, and many of the dead bodies 
were ag^in exposed to view in a putrid state. * 

After spending an hour or twx> at West Chester 
we. came to S. J.'s, where we dined and spent the 
rest of the day. At this friends house, General 
Agnew made his head-quarters for some time 
before the battle of Germantown, where he lost 
his life;. That part of the English army under his 
S 
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command was encamped in S« J/s fields aad 
orchard, round about the house* 

Und Mnah^^Uu Thismomiiig I tame to J. K/a 
habitation and spent a few hours wi^ him in con* 
versation respecting my friends ift England, he 
having lately returned from a visit to that nation. 

2^/ Momhs 22d. I slept last night* at W. T.% 
and this day went over J. T.'s estate, where I visit- 
ed the old family mansion, which was erected 
on the first settlement of this country. In many 
parts of America, and particularly in this neigh* 
bourhood, it is Uie practice ot many farmers to 
reserve about 15 or 20 acres of land for hay, 
which they continue to mow from one generation 
to another, many of them laying on but little or 
BO manure ; but taking the advantage of situation, 
where the land may easily be irrigated or over* 
spread with water fro^i time to time. By this 
means they obtain heavy crops of grass without 
the aid of manure, and thus supply themselves 
with winter fodder at an easy expense. On in- 
quiry of W. T. 9nd P. P. two very respectable 
farmers and land^owners, they informed me that* 
upon an average, they got about 2^ tons per acre 
each yew, upon this plan. The land usually 
chosen for this purpose is not a dead fi^t or 
aiarahy land, bat commonly the two sides of m 
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DftlTQw valley of easy ascent on each hand, having 
a small stream running through the bottom. When 
the land is to be watered^ the stream at the upper 
end of the valley is diverted from its natural bed, 
and is conducted in narrow channels along each 
side of the valley, on as high ground as the head 
of die stream will admit ; and, by placing obstruc* 
tions to the current of the streams, in different 
parts of the artificial channels, the water continues 
to trickle down the sides of the valley, so as plen« 
tifuUy and regularly to water the roots of the 
grass, but not in such quantities as to cover the 
herbage. 

In'.the course of the day we paid A. S. a visit, 
and in the evening came to A. H/s, another 
brother-in-law to J. T. Here I met with one of 
the oldest copies of the English Bible I had ever 
seen ; it was translated by Coverly, at a period 
when the sacred volume was not divided into chap« 
ters and verses, and both the language and the 
type bore evident marks of great antiquity. The 
word shoes I noticed was always spelled shoon, 
and righteousness was always spelled rightwiseness, 
and in many other respects the language was so 
very different from what it is at this day, as scarce- 
ly, in many places to be like the same tongue* 

During part of the revolutionary contest, this 
friend's house was the head-quarters of General 
Stirling, and, sometimes, consultations were held 
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here by the American General OflScers, at whicfc 
C^neral Washington attended. While the armies 
lay in this neighbourhood, the farmers suffered 
severely in their property ; one instance of which 
this friend mentioned to me, as descriptive of the 
^tuation of things amongst them ; — A near neigh- 
bour who had a considerable stock of cheese on 
hand, which it was found needful to hide to pre- 
vent being plundered of it, was in hopes an op« 
portunity might occur when it might be sold at a 
fair price, and to a regular customer; but it so 
happened, that some officers who were encamped 
in the vicinity, had got some information respecting 
this stock of cheese. One of them sent a sefvant 
to the mistress of the house, who stated,- that his 
master was extremely anxious to taste one of her 
cheeses, having been told that she made a better 
article than any of her neighbours, and that not 
hkving tasted any of along time that was fit to 
eat, he would freely give her a guinea for a. small 
one. However the servant was not able to ascer- 
tain the fact, and of course returned without 
accomplishing his errand* Upon this the officer 
went himself to the house, and, after a deal of 
persuasion, prevailed upon the mistress to furnish 
him with two or three, for which he very freely 
gave her a guinea each* 

He had watched the mistress so closely, that he 
discovered where the stock of cheese was laid up, 
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without appearing to have observed whence she 
brought the cheeses for him. After many expres* 
sioBs 6f thankfulness, that he had been supplied 
vrith such an excellent article, he returned to the 
camp ; but the result wasj that, next day, a party of 
armed sc^diers came to the house, and, after forci« 
bly taking the money which the officer had paid the 
day before, they went to the room where the 
cheese was kept, and carried the whole off, with* 
out paying any thing for it. Such is the morality 
of war I 

2d Month J 2Zd. We rode to W. J.'s house,, 
at West Grove, to breakfast ; and after attending 
*their meeiing, spent the afternoon at his house, in 
pleasant conversation with himself and his wife, 
who is an agreeable cheerful woman. WJ« gave 
me a little history of the emigration of his family 
into this country, from Ireland :-*-Being in very 
low circumstances, ihey were glad to put up with 
what was then considered the worst lot of land in 
that part ; and on their first coming here they were 
visited by a friend who was already setded, and 
had got his house built, and his land in a state of 
cultivation. This friend being touched with com- 
passion, went home and told his own family, how 
deeply he felt for the poor Irish family, who, he 
feared would never be able to get bread to sup- 
port themselves, the land was \o very indifferent ; 
and taking out a bushel of malt, sent it to them to 

S2 
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niake a little beer to aopport their spirits luider 
their discouraging prospect» Such is the altera^ 
tion that has taken place* that, at this time, the ian4 
which was then thought insufficient for the support 
of one family, is now divided into sevend planta* 
tions or farms, each of which is xonsidered aa 
ampiy sufficient for the support of a £simily in 
ease, and even in affluence. One of these plan- 
tations is that now belonging to W. J* and on 
which he resides, 

* This night I lodged at P. P.'s. Here also I 
met with a smart little Negro boy, who had been 
stolen from his parents in Africa, and was placed 
in this family by the Abolition Society* He had 
the character of being a boy of a bright capacity; 
and although not very comunicative to his mas* 
ter and mistress,' he was open and free with the 
children of the family, and would often, by th6 
fireside in the winter evenings, recite to them the 
mournful story ~ of his being made captive ; with 
many shocking circumstances that attended his 
transportation in the slave ship ; from which he was 
liberated by an American ship of war. 

• After breakfast I set out for Merion, in conft- 
panj with L J. and in my way passed by the front 
<rt Westown school. I'his school is managed upoa 
a plan, somewhat similar to that at AckwoHls but 
with this difference, * tlwt ilie children of irie&ds tai 
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number of scholars in the house is geaenUiy 
aboot SOO, iocluditig boj^ and girls« 

In the evening I came to Merioa whare I found ^ 
letters from my family and frieads, as late as the 
srth of l^h Month ; which contamed the pleasing . 
account of their being all welL 

3d Months 2d. Being the first of the week I 
attended meeting in the forenoon, -and spent the 
evening at H. b.\ where I had the company of 
his father and mother, and R. J, ; the latter being 
far advanced in years, of an active lively disposi* 
tion, and having a retentive memory, would fre« 
quently favour me with little anecdotes of the first 
setders in the neijj^bourhood, which he had re* 
ceived from the parties themselves, m the early 
pait of his life* Amongst the rest he related a 
little story which he had heard from an ancient 
friend at whose house he had lodged, of the name 
^f Rebecca Wood. When a little girl she used 
sometimes to wa.k from Derby, where she resided, 
to Uaverford meetmg,*the distance of a few miles* 
One day as she was walking along, she was over* 
taken by a friend on horseback, who proved to be 
William Penn. On coming up with her he m* 
quired where she was going ; and on her infornK 
sag him^ be, with his usual good nature, desired 
her to get u|^ behind him f Md^ br,i&gtng Ms horse 
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to a coctvenient place, she mounted, and so rode 
9W^y upon the bare back* Being without shoes 
or stockings, her bare legs and feet hung dangling 
by the side of the governor's horse. Akhough 
William Penn was at this time both governor 
and proprietor, he did not think it beneath him 
thus to help along a poor bare footed girl on her 
way to meetings and notwithstanding the maxims 
and customs of the world, these little kind oflSices 
to those in low stations in life, were so far from 
lowering him in the estimation of those he was 
appointed to govern, that there perhaps never was 
a governor, who stood higher in the opinion of 
those governed by him, than William Penn did. 

In repeating this anecdote, the old friend gene- 
rally concluded her story with the observation, thaU 
" there were no such governors nowadays." 

Sd Months Sth* I had the company of O. and 
J. J. the latter of whom related to me a tran- 
saction of his, when but ^bout 14 years of age^ 
which manifested a considerable degree of firm- 
ness in one so young. At the time of the revolu- 
tion, a neighbour was condemned to death lor his 
attachment to the £ngiish government. Under 
these melancholy circumstances, the near connex* 
ions of the sufferer, were anxious that the body of 
their unhappy relative, should be decently interred 
in the family bur)'ing ground at Merion i but coo- 
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aider ing to what pitch of indignation the minds 
of the people were raised against^him^ it appeared 
to be a very hazardous task to take the body from 
the place of execution, surrounded by th great 
crowd of spectators who were there assembled, to 
be witnesses of the last struggles of their devoted 
countryman. However, J. J. although but a boy, 
undertook the task, and proceeded through the 
multitude, without any attendant, went up to the 
executioner, and demanding the body, 'brought it 
off in a hearse, himself being the driver ; and con- 
ducted it safely to the relatives of the deceased. 
His youth and the singularity of the circumstance, 
seemed to command the respect of the multitude. 

3d Month, 8th. I came from Philadelphia to 
Merion. The sun now having considerable power, 
I was struck with the loud chirping noise, that 
issued from every little pond or pool of water, as 
I passed along, which, I was informed, proceeded , 
from a species of frog that inhabits those places, 
and is commonly the first of the animal creation 
tojiisher in the spring. The chirping of these 
frogs in the spring, and of the tree-frog in sum^ 
mer, foriii no inconsiderable part of the rural 
sounds we are accustomed to hear in America; 
to which might be added the notes of various other 
kinds of frogs; particularly of the deep tone4 bull 
frog, which in a still summer's evening, when the 
wind has been favourable, I have sometimes heard 
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at the distance of more than a mile. Although 
these sounds are strange to an English ear, y6t 
there is something in them which is far from be* 
ing unpleasant. 

^d Mentha 16M« In the forenoon I attended 
Merion meetingyand spent the afternoon at R. J.'s, 
who entertained me with an account of the man* 
ner in which Phlneas Pemberton and his wife^ 
first became acquainted with each other ; and they 
^ being the first of that family who came to America, 
the story was interesting: — ^Phineas, when a boy, 
was an apprentice to a grocer in Manchester, and 
I believe the house in which he lived is still stand- 
ing, as J. P* one of his descendants, on his late visit 
to En^and, had the curiosity to take a look at it, 
when in that neighbourhood* It happened, on a 
market-day, that whilst Phineas was serving the 
customers, there came in a country friend and his 
daughter, of the name of Harrison, to purchase 
groceries for the family : and as they waited to be 
served, the daughter, who was but a litde girl, 
employed herself in eating cherries out of a small 
basket she had brought with her* As soon as 
Phineas was at liberty, he furnished the friend and 
his daughter with the groceries they wanted ; and 
the little girl having some of her cherries to 
spare, gave them to Phineas. Pleased with her - 
generosity, he insisted upon her taking a paper of 
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mUins in retimi. .From this trifliog circimistMce^ 
An attachment origmated which^ ended but with 
their lives* They were united in marriage when 
of a suitaUe age i -soon after which they emigrated 
to Americg, and afterwards became the heads of 
<me of the most respectable families in Philadel- 
phia. Hie young woman^s father also went over 
to America with them. 

In recurring to the little story of Phineas Pem« 
berton, we have an example of the instability of 
things in this changing scene. It is but a very 
few years past that several branches of this family, 
seemed to stand foremost in rank both in the so^ 
ciety, and in the American world in general; s^^d 
there was every probability that the name and 
family might continue numerous and respectable 
for many generations. But, if I recollect rigbtt at 
the time I am writing, James Pemberto;)| who is 
now about 84 years of age, is the only remaining 
branch of the family who bears the name ; and if 
he should be the last, it may be truly said, that the 
sun of the fanuly has gone down in br^;htness.* 

Zd Months 25th. I came to Philadelphia, where 
I supped and spent the evening at John Elliott's, 
an ancient valuable friend,^ a. native of Leicester. 

"*—*—■ ■ ■■■ . 1 I II .I I I wnin iwp^iP-^— 

* See Note» page 4$; 
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He left England in early life, along with hU pa- 
rentSf who, having imbibed favouraUe fteotimenU 
of America, had bidden: a final farewell to their 
native land. In the recollection of this friend, I 
have often thought that the /general tenor of his 
life and conversation^ possessed as miich of what 
I should call sterling Christianity, as I. have ever 
observed in any other man. In him were seen the 
innocence and simplicity of a child, although he 
was a man of considerable literary attainments and 

. reputation in the world. Through life he thad 
been an active and able advocate of the enslaved 
Africans ; and, though not backward in giving a 
sentiment on the passing public transactions of the 
day, he was far from being a busy-body in matters 
of this kind ; and such was the religious subjection 
into which his mind was brought, thai, in lamenting 
or approving the mtasures of those in authority, 
it was done with a meekness and calmness, which 
evinces that he was biassed by no narrow, party 
spirit in the observations he made ; but that they 
were the effusions of a heart ^* which felt and 
cared for all.^' Being an industrious man, and suc- 
cessful in business, he had the means as well aa 
the inclination of serving his friends and strangers. 
Frequent opportunities of the latter offered in this 
city, where emigrants from almost every nation 

in Europe, are often arriving. 
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SS ifmthj 26IA, I was acc«mi|)anied hy John 
Parish to A W.'s, at whose liouac we cupped atid 
spent the evcnhig. A. W. some yeats since, ac- 
c o m panied J. P. on a religions vi^t to friends at 
Pyrmont, and was with him in that place When he 
departed this life, in the assurance of a happy 
eternity. On A. W.'ii return, he had td pas^ 
through a part of the country occupied by the 
alUed army, then engaged in its operations against 
France* He was seized and taken 'before the 
tommanding olScer, who took great ofFenee at his 
plain language, and not taking off his hat ; and, 
after a good ded of abusive language, struck him 
to the ground. Afterwards, when A. W. had tim6 
given him to explain who and what he was, the 
Genend appeared extremely ashamed of his con- 
fluct, and extorted a premise from him, that lie 
Would not expose him oti account of tliis cruel and 
unworthy behaviour towards a peaceable strangef. 
For this reason, in repeating the story, he always 
avoided giving the name of the General. 

« After fWBMdg the limita of the Getmim liuM, 
he. sooo same wkhn litose of ithfi Frencih ^tmy^ 
caixMkmdtd bgr -Gcnenl Movqru^ and i9Mi|4a4»ii 
fadfore bim bof some of .the aoldifirB ^n the om^ 
posts ^ dbuttihereiietncos tmatei whb gseat ki»d<^ 
iicss,.aBd a^MBSfMHTtiiras fpwm htm,.wluUi<<mfiibted 
him 4» pats«e}iB^0ucney^thQiit fiittcther sualeBta^ 
tioa* Aboot de'iiraieiilMtl^aa miting, Geiiet«^ 
T 
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Moreau being exiled to America by the Frencli 
Emperor, A« W. has had ao opportunity of ac» 
knowledging, and of returning his kindness* The 
General has taken up hia residence abotft 20 niilea 
from Philadelphia, having his wife and family 
with him* Several friends paid a good deal of 
attention to them, on account of his humane tand 
i;enerou8 conduct. Thus thi% little act of genero- 
sity to an unprotected stranger, proved the cause of 
many kind attentions to himself and family) whea 
the scene was changed, and when he, from being a 
i^ictorious General, commanding a powerful army, 
was become an exile in a foreign land. This little 
history affords a useful lesson to men in power. 

3ii Months 27thy was empbyed in writing to my 
family and friends in England; and, with my let*- 
ters I forwarded a number of John Parish^ 
pamphlets on the Slave Trade, at the^author'9 
request. 

dd Months 29tfh I supped and spent the even« 
ing at R. B.'s, at Merion, and observed in his 
yard a Negro of an interesting countenance. On 
inquiring who he waa^ H. B. informed me, that a 
few da}s ago the poor man came up from Dela- 
ware State, and, at the recommendation of his 
brother^ H. B. had taken him into his family for 
protection. At the same time he related to me the 
following narrative :«-Some time since the noAster 
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of this bfatk aknre died, leaving bebiad htm 
a widow, and one son, a profligate young man* 
As the master lay on his death-bed, he called 
^is faithful slave to him, imd taking him by the 
hand, told him that he ftlt his end was fast ap- 
proaching, and that his mistress would have litde 
to depend upon for her support, except what she 
might be able to make of his labour ; and there- 
fore he begged that he would continue to be faith* 
ful to her, after the master should be laid in the 
silent grave* In a very short time the master 
died, and the slave continued his services to his 
mistress, and much to her satisfaction ; enabling 
her, for several years, to live comfortably, and also 
to administer to the wants of her profligate son ; 
so that, under a grateful sense of his worth, she 
determined to make this black man free, and also 
his family, consistbg of a wife and three children* 
A writing was accordingly drawn up, and duly 
executedj whereby they were all liberated ; and 
the happiness of this family, under these circum- 
stances, may be more easily conceived than de« 
scribed. Their industry and sobriety, manifested 
whilst in bondage, now had its fuU effect ; and all 
went on happily and comfortably, until the profli- 
gate son, before mentioned, who had by idleness 
and drunkenness reduced himself to extreme ne- 
cessity, conceived the cruel plan of invalidating 
the indenture which his mother had executed, to 



|[^V0 thi« .W0rt% Negro ftanily ih#ir JHlMert]? i wiL 
9Gtu»lIy 3ol4 ilte lathery mot^er^ aoad the tliee^ 
ohilidren, to a compAny of Georgia slave cbaiefs,. 
%iu> were then in the neighbourhood. They beings 
GOttsciou& diatthe young man had no right thuau 
t0 sell the family, had itetenniaed to take them 
away in the dead of the aighty to preelude the po8<» 
sibility of apf^yiog to any magistrate for pro»^ 
tection» Howeyer, the Negro had got 8om€< 
intimation of what was going forward, and, ia 
consequence, kept loaded fire arms in Ms^ house, 
being determined to shoot any person trho should 
attempt to break into his habitation. These pre«« 
cautions being known to the slave dealers, they^ 
fer some time, did not venture to molest him 
but he and lus wife being soon wearied with liv«« 
ing in thii» state of anxious suspence, consulted a^ 
ieUow Negro, in whom they placed confidence, as* 
to their best method of ]Mroceedtng ; and it was^ 
concluded that the whole family should leave thalr 
part of the country, aiid settle in Pennsylvania, as' 
soon as possible ; where they would be out of the^ 
reach of the slave dealers. No soonerwas this 
determination come to, than their perfidious 
friend, for the sake of a trifling reward, went to 
the Georgia slave traders, to betray the whole 
family into their hands; and, in the middle of the* 
night, they- were seized, bound, and forcibly taken 
from their comfortable habitation, in order to be 
put on board a small slopp which lay in the river, 



V 
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tk^mt at band. On coming near the riirer, the 
poor black man, who had been placed on horse- 
back, behind one of these Georgia men, suddenly 
broke. loose, and leaping from the horse, planged 
headlong into the river, which he quickly swam 
across, and, getting into the woods, escaped from 
his inhuman pursuers* On this occasion, the agU 
jtntion of the poor wife and children was beyond 
expression ; and to silence the shrieks and cries of 
this mtBcrable family, these unprincipled men beat 
diem unmercifully ; and the last which the poor 
Negro, man saw of this scene, as he fled into the 
woods, was their beating his wife upon the head, 
in the most brutal manner. To a person who has 
not been an eye-witness to such scenes, it may ap- 
pear incredibte that transactions of so attrocious 
nature, could occur under a form of government 
like that of the United States ; but the slavery of 
the Negroes having long since been intrpduced, 
the evil consequences resulting from it have not 
yet been rooted ouc of the Southern States ; where 
a warm climate seems to have enervated both the 
hodies and the minds of the white inhabitants* It 
is, however, to the credit of the people of PennsyU 
vania, and the States to the eastward and north- 
ward of them, that almost every thing in tlieir 
power has been done, to induce their southern 
neighbours to relinquish the infamous, and de* 
basing system of personal slavery ; and there can 
be scarcely a doubt, if they persevere in their 
T 2 
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lu>nQarab}e ^eadeavourB, that H^j wiB, tii the m$Ai 
be crowned wt& success* 

Ia conversation this evening with ^Samuel Br}nKit^ 
a son of the Jndge of that Aamei he mentioned 
diat Doctor Franklin was an intimate friend of Ma 
fathers^ and that in eonsequence there was a fre* 
quent ii^tercourse between the two families; 
Amongst a number of anecdotes relating to the 
Doctor^ he recited one, respecting his religioiia 
opinions, which appeared to me wor^ preservii^: 
It is aa follows :-^At the time the Doctor hkj 
upon his deatb^bed, he was itisited by a yonag man 
who had a great respect for his judgment in all 
things ; and having entertauned doubts in his own 
mind, as to the trath of the scriptures, he thought 
that this awful period, afforded a suitable oppoiv 
tunity of consulting the Doctor on this important 
subject. Accordingly he introduced it in a solemm 
weighty manner^ inquiring of the Doctor what 
were his sentiments as to the truth of the" scriptures. 
On* the question being put, although he was in a 
very weak state and near his dose, be repiiedi, 
«* Young man I my advice to you is, that you culti* 
vate an acquaintance with, and a firm beUef in the 
Holy Scriptures ^ this is your certain interest*** 



CHAPTER Xm. 

fVoodHde.^'mAccQunt <J Captain H.-m^ Bvbititute fop 
8oafi.^^Yearly Meeting at P hUadelfihia.'^m^Merion 
Meeting- HouaC'^Violent Temftest,^^Drea4fid JMSiu* 
9acre of the Ctmeatoga Indians. 

2d of 4th 3RntA^ 1806* I apeht tlift evODing «t 
O. J,'a country house, in the vteihity of Merion, 
It is a large handsome building, tieautifuHy situ- 
ated, and commanding a fine prospect of the 
Delaware for many miks below Philadelphta. 
The farm is under the direction of a free Negrtf, 
and appears to be well managed. 

6/A o/4th Month. I attended Merion meetings 
and spent the afternoon at Woodstde. This is ^ 
beautiful spot, commanding a fine Tiew of Phihi* 
delphia and qf the country round k, altbough 
about 5 or 6 miles distant from that city. This 
was foriQerly the residence of Goremor MilBiii* 
It has since be^n much improved and beautified^ 
at considerable expense by tbo present proprietor 
G« A. Yet one of the greaiest ornaments about 
the hou3e> is his wortfiy father»iii4aw, John Parisli^ 
Though far advanced in life, and grown old m his 
services to the Negroes and Indians,, whose steady 
advocate he has been, a long series of years^ yet his 
conversation is still as lively and interesting as that 
^ any youag pf r«oQ» In the cou»e of the after* 



•334 TftAYSts iir 

noon he read over several cosmrahicatioos he had 
received from both Blacks and Indians : some of 
which were highly interesting. 

10/A ofA^h Month. Amongst those of my ac* 
quaintance in Philadelphia, at whose houses I 
have been generously entertained, was Captain H« 
.whom I had seen at Liverpool. I mention his 
•name in this place, to introduce an account of a 
remarkable preservation which he experienced not 
long ago, attended with some circumstances ge* 
.aerally known in Philadelphia :<««-He had been for 
some time commander of a ship in the East India 
trade, and had acquitted himself so much to the 
satisfaction of his employers, that he was engaged 
^ go out again in that trade, as commander of the 
Hhftdostan, in which very large property was em. 
barked. The whole management of the outfit 
had betn committed to his care^ and every thing 
being made ready for t^e vo3rage, the vessel was 
on the point of sailing. At this period he found 
his mind so oppressed at the prospect of the 
voyagey that he felt himself under the necessity of 
requesting the owners of the ship, to liberate him 
from his engagement of taking the command ; but 
could assign no other reason than the oppression 
on his mind at the prospect of the voyage before 
him ; observing, that he had no apprehension the 
'ship would not prosecute her voyage in safety. 
He further stated^ that as far as concerned himself^ 



he could not feel satis&cd ta take the command of 
her; but considering has engagements^ he was de» 
teirmined to fulfil them as far as lay in his power, 
if it was insisted upon*. 

The owners^^at firsts seemed disposed to enforce 
his compliance ; yet, after a little time of reflection 
they gave up the point, there being several well- 
qualified Captains ready to supply his place. The 
command of an Indiaman. is a situation eagerly 
sought after,, being considered the most profitable^ 
of any in the commercial line,, as it afibrds many 
opportunities of making larger profits thaa any 
other trader Another Captain was accordingly 
appointed in the place of Captain H. and the Hin- 
dostan left Philadelphia^ in. appearance as fine a 
ship as had of late sailed fr^m that port; but she 
was never heard of after she left the Delaware. 

Thus was Captain H. preserved to his family 
and friends, by duly attending to those urgent 
though incomprehensible impressions upon his 
mind. Some years afterwards he brought over 
M . R. to England,^ on her return from her last 
visit to America. 

4th Month, 14/A, I went to PhiladefpiRa^ whence 
I transmitted some letters to my friends in Eng- 
la ^d by way of New- York ; and, in the afternoon, 
in company witlr R. E. we rode over to J. H.'s, an* 
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supped and spent the evening at his house on the 
banks of the Schuylkill ; where he has a productive 
farm, which appears to be^ well managed. The 
road up to the house was planted on each side 
with English quicksets, which appeared to thrive 
better than any I had seen in this country, I un- 
derstand that the winters here are generally too 
sharp for them, so that they rarely answer as a fence. 
However the native A.merican thorn makes a good 
hedge; and, in some parts of the Delaware State^ 
I have seen it used to considerable advantage. It 
is a much greater ornament to a plantation, than 
either the common worm fence, or that of the post3 
and rails which generally prevails throughout the 
United States. The farmers object to hedges in 
general, alleging that they harbour birds and ver- 
min of different kinds, which injure the crops. 

4tth Months ISthy 16M, andl7th^ were spent at 
Merlon and in its neighbourhood. In the economy 
of a family in this country, I freqtientiy observed 
a practice well worthy of imitation, where soap is 
an expensive article. In many families it is the 
custom to preserve the bones that are collected in 
the kitchen after a meal. When a sufficient quan- 
tity is obtained, they are put into a pan provided 
for the purpose, and some ley, made from wood 
ashes, is poured upon them. The' pan being placed 
near the firey if the ley is of sufficient strength to 
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A>at an egg, it sooir extracu all the fat; and dis- 
solves the gristly parts in the course of a day or two« 
The bones are then taken oat, and the liquor is 
left near the fire, and kept to a gentle boiling heat, 
or near it, another day or two; or until the liquor 
has attained a ropy consistence* It will then 
answer all the purposes of soap ; and, if a proper 
quantity of common salt be added, it hardens and 
becomes real soap. Many families in America 
never use any other kind. 

4th Months 2Ut. I came to Philadelphia, and 
attended the first sitting of the yearly meeting, 
which began at ten o'clock this morning. The 
number of friends attending was great; but it 
would be difficult to form a correct estimate of the 
whole ; yet I suppose there wert not less than two 
thousand men friends present. One of the door- 
keepers at Arch-street meeting-house, where the 
women friends assembled to transact their busi* 
ness, had the curiosity to count them as they came 
out ; and iounJ that upwards of nineteen hundred 
females had been assembled there. After open- 
ing the meeting, friends proceeded to answer the 
queries, and went through seven of them* It 
was pleasant to observe that a large proportion of 
those who attended were } oung persons ; to whom 
many instructive observations were made. After 
an agreeable silting of about two hours, the meet* 
ing adjourned until the afternoon* Between meet« 
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ings 1 diired and spent on how two very plea* 
"santly at John EHiott*s, where I had the company 
x>f many friends from dtflerent parts df the Ct>n- 
tinent of America. 

In the afternoon I attended the second sitting 
of the yearly meeting; when the answers to the 
remaining queries were read ; and several reports 
respecting the establishment of schools, and the 
instruction of the native Indians^ where brought in 
and takctf into consideration. 

4th Months 22d. At nine o'clock I aettended 
the third Mtting of the yearly meeting. After ap* 
|K>inting a committee to hear and judge of aa 
appeal, the general epistle from the yearly meetiiig 
ia London was read 4 and six thousand copies of 
it were ordered to be printed and distributed 
throng the inferior meetings.* Epistles from the 
different yearly meetings on this continent were 
also read. 

After meeting I dined at David Bacon^s, in 
company with H. J. a friend who had devoted 
,8ome years to the instruction of the Indians, in the 
useful arts of cirilized life, durii^g which time lie 
dwelt amongst them on the banks of the Allegany 
river. 'From the conversation I had with this 
friend, as weS as with others who had given up 
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much of their time to the same purpose, it will, 
probably be a work of time, irequiring a long 
exercise of patience and perseverance^ before the 
Indians can be brought into a state ^f complete 
civilization* It has often appeared to me that 
there is a natural wtldness and quickness in themt 
which all the pains' or labour of the well-disposed 
white inhabitants will find it difficult to subdue. 
However, there are diiFerent degrees of stability 
and prudential care amongst these people, in their 
natural state ; many amongst them paying some 
attention to ajgricultural pursuits, and, in summer^ 
providing for thp wants of wiater ; whilst others 
disclaim all thought or care for the future ; and 
hold in contempt all their neighbours, who depend 
on any other means for support than hunting. 
Although friends reside amongst them, they are 
still, at certain times, in the practice of sacrificing 
to idols of their own carving, some of which wer& 
in the form of an Indian warrior of a gigantic 
stature ; to whom they sacrificed dogs, 8cc# 
Notwithstanding this, they hold a tradition that 
the universe was created, and is supported, by ait 
all-powerful Being, whom tliey call the Great 
Spirit ; whose influence is felt in every human 
breast, approving for good, and reproving for evil. 

22d of 4th Month. At three o'clockin the after- 
noon of this day we met again, when the minutes 
of the meeting for sufferings were read, the consi* 
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deration of which occupied tii^ rettnutti^g part of 
this fourth ftitting. 

4th Mmthy 2d</. We met again this mpming 
^ nine o'clock, it being the fifth sitting ; wheb 
Uie . state of the 80cie|y, as set forth in the 
smsw.ers to the queries, was taken into considera- 
tion, and much advice was given on the siAject of 
^e deficiences that appeared^ 

We met again at three o'clock, it being the 
sixth sitting; when the report of the state of 
West-Town school was read, and several subjects 
relating to that institution were considered* 

4fth Months 24M* This forenoon, meetings for 
worship were held at the three different meeting* 
houses in the aXf. In 'the afternoon, at three 
o'clock, the yearly meeting resumed its business, 
this being the sevemh sitting. 

A report from the Committee on Indian Affairs 
iras brought in and read, with a statement of the 
receipts and expenditure of the committee, by which 
it appeared that there remained a balance in the 
hands of the tarpasurer, of about 20001. currency ; a 
part of which sum w^as ordered to be handed to the 
Delaware tribe of Indians, whose forefathers had 
shown great kindness to jPriends, on their first 
landing in diis country ; the recollection of which 
MimI |;reat weight on Friends' minds at this timci in 
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die distribution of this monejr. Thus the good 
deeds of the forefathers of this tribe of IndiaaS| 
were visited upon their children's children, some 
of whom stood in great need of the assistance now 
afforded, and to whom it would be very useful in 
.providing husbandry utensils, &c. &c* I observed 
^at friends were generally careful not to hand 
their presents in money; but preferred sending 
them vftrioutf kinds of tools both for husbandry 
and carpenters' work; and they would also, on 
some occasions, hire a workman to put them in a 
way of using their tools* 

After the close of this sitting, a friend informed 
me that he had a prospect of removing to the 
Ohio^ and shewed me two certificates of kinds he 
had purchased in that State, said to be of excel- 
lent ^uafil^, for which lie engaged to give lis. 3d. 
pei^ acre, to be paid by instalments at two, three^ 
and four years* I'he number of friends who have 
elAigrated into that State, in the course of the last 
few years, is said to exceed 800 families ; and then: 
increase still continued to be so great, that the 
establishment of a new yearly meeting in «|hose 
parts, began to be seriously thought of. 

4th Monthy 2Sth. I attended the eighth sitting 
of the yearly meeting, which began at^ ten o'clock 
this morning, and the whole of it was employed 
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in die coixaideration of the rep6rt brought m-t^ 
the committee apf^inted to revise the discipliae. 

In the afternoon we met agsun, at three o'clock, 
being the ninth sitting, and proceeded in the con- 
sideration of the report of the committee on tb^ 
revision of the disciptise. 

A,th 3l6nth^ 26fA. We met afgain atmne p'elocJE, 

being the tenth sitting* Friends were occupi^c} 

during the whole time on the revision of the dis« 

cipline, but chiefly on t}ie subject of usi^g and 

dealing in spiritous liquors, and of friends keeping 

Jnns. Much; was sa^id to dis<courage the practice, 

oi) account . of the exposed situation of the families 

:.of those e^aged in this line of business* On the 

other hand, it appeared to some, that were all 

«^inns in the hands of steady; consistent friends, it 

would be a great blessing to any country, ^nd 

.would have a tendency considetably to c^eck that 

torrent of profligacy and disstpattiony which too 

-generally pre vails. in inns and Have rns^ ^ 

\^e met again at three o'clock in the aftemooq, 
it being the eleventh sitting ; when the meeting 
proceeded in its deliberations on the revision of 
the discipline. . 

Ath Months %7t1u The first day of the week I 
attended the North Meeting in the forenoon • aiid 
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in the afternoon, that held in Market-street. At 
the latterj R. M. a friend from the neighbour- 
hood of New- York, in the course of his testimony, 
explained the difference between the terms wis« 
doln and knowledge ; the former embracing not 
otdy the knowledge of what is right, but also the 
practice of it; for this only, he said, was true 
wisdom. On the other hand, how many, alas! 
are possesssed of the knowledge of what is right 
and good, but fall short in firmness and integrity 
to uphold and practice it. This, he said, was 
kn'>wledge, but not wisdom. 

4M Monthj ^Sth. This morning, at nine o'clock, 
I attended the twelfth sitting of the yearly meet- 
ing ; the fore part of which was occupied in the 
further discussion of the report of the committee 
on the revision of the discipline ; and some altera* 
tions were finally agreed upon, and others were 
leffrsfor further consideration next year. 

The meeting then proceeded to the reading 
and consideration of several epistles addressed to 
different yearly meetings on this continent ; and also 
of one to the yearly meeting in London; which, 
with some small alterations, were approved and 
adopted. After a solemn pause, and a prayer to 
the Divine Being, the meeting concluded its twelfth- 
sitting, and the last for this year. * 



Sth Mfntfii 2df« I attended Metion weeknla^ 
meeting, and spent the afternoon plea9antty. in 
company with R. J: and H, B. whom I assisted 
in planting several paper-mulberrjr trees, oa the 
'Vacant grotind near the meeting-house, which Wf re 
intended to be a shade for friends^ horses in the 
summer season. There is generally a plot of 
ground round the country meeting-chouses ia 
America, sometimes of several acres, planted with, 
shady trees, under which the horses and carriages 
of friends stand, during meeting time, and which 
forms a most interesting piece of scenery* 

Sth Monthy 3dL At Merion I this day received 
letters from my wife and children dated the 14th 
of 2d Month, giving accounts of their welfare. 
Persons who have never removed from their 
mative country, can hardly conceive the jdeasurc 
^at is derived from the correspondence of neat 
connexions when separated from them in a distant 
land^ 

StA Montkj 4th. I attended Merion meeting i|; 
being 1st day, and afterwards had the company of 
R, S. and A. K. of Philadelphia to dinner. These 
two young men we^e both of them descendants of 
German parents who had left their native country,, 
in order to enjoy the blessings of religions liberty 
iUi this land ; a privilege which neither the Em«- 
ferpr, nor the petty Princes of i^ermany^ Itfd. 
ths ^ood sense or j^olicy to aUow... 
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St» MtUk^ 9ih. Tbis day was remarkably 
tempestuous; and in the evening there was so 
great a light over the cities of Philadelphia and 
Chester, that they appetnred to "be on fire; and 
next morning we received accounts, that in Phi^ 
ladelphia 30 houses had been burnt down in a 
central part of the city, and that in Chester two 
large ships were burnt. Within about two miles 
of my lodgings the same evening,' a powder mifll 
was blown up, and one person who had the manage* 
of it, lost his life by the explosion. Not many 
days before the accident, being well acquainted 
with the man, I had some conversation with hinv 
on the danger of his occupation ; but the great 
wages he received outweighed all apprehensions of 
his danger, and he seemed to have made up his 
mind to continue the employment, notwithstand* 
ing he had before been blown up, and narrowly 
escaped destruction, with the loss of one eye, and 
the use of several of his fingers. So many dread* 
iul accidents happening around us at the tima 
called forth serious and awful reflections. 

Sth Mdnthj lOth^ Being invited by one of the: 
liroprietors, I accompanied him to the ruins of the 
powder mill which was yesterday destroyed; when 
I saw the remains of the poor man, who had lost 
bis life by the explosion. His wholi^ appearance. 
|ma VO0 lahxKkin^ V> b^ described* Xbe afflicted 
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widow, who was a young woman, and several 
small children, stood weeping round him. 

Sth Months \7th. This afternoon I $pent at 
.R. J.'s. Whilst here, a drove of cows passed by on 
their way to Philadelphia market.; one of them a 
handsome looking^ heifer,^ with a fine calf by her 
side,, attracting R. J /s attention, he bought them 
both for 31. 12s. 

Sth Months 27th. I had the company of R. J. 
to tea this afternoon, who presented me with an 
account of a most extraordinary persecution that 
was carried on in the year 1763, against the last re- 
maining part of a particular tribe of Indians* 
This tribe, from their residing at Conestoga, -were 
called the Conestoga Indians. On the first arrival 
of the English in Pennsylvania, they sent messengers 
to welcome them, with presents of venison, corn, 
and skins ; and entered into a treaty of friendship 
with William Penn. This treaty had been since 
' frequently confirmed, and had never been violated, 
either on the part of the Indians or the £nglish, 
until the time that these cruel transactions took 
place. It has always been observed that Indians, 
settled in the neighbourhood of white people, con- 
tinually diminish ; and this tribe had dwindled 
away till there remained in the village no more 
than seven men, five women, and eight chiidren. 
Of these, Shebcas, who was a very old man, iad 
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assisted at the treaty with William Penn in the 
year ITOl, had ever since continued a faithful 
friend of the English, and bore the character of 
an exceedingly good man; for, considering his 
•extraction, he was naturally of a most kind and 
benevolent temper. This little remnant of Indians 
were in the constant practice of addressing every 
-new Governor of die Province, and they ac- 
cordingly presented an address to Jc^n Penn, a 
new Governor, on his arrival ; assuring him of their 
fidelity, and praying for a continuance of that 
;favour and protection they had hitherto experienced. 

This address was scarcely presented, when the 
horrible catastrophe occurred, which I am about to 
relate. In the townships of Paxton and Done- 
gal, in the county of Lancaster, a number of peo- 
.ple, actuated by the wildest religious enthusiasm, 
in which they were encouraged by some furloii^ 
zealots amongst their preachers, conceived the 
notion that they ought to "extirpate the heathen 
from the earth, as Joshua did some nations of old.; 
^that they themselves, as Saints, might possess the 
land. Fired with this dreadful kind of zeal, on 
the Uth^of the 12th Month, 1763, 57 meri well 
mounted, and armed with firelocks, hatchets, and 
hangers, came down from the two before-jnentioned 
townships, and, surrounding the little^"' Indian vil- " 
lage at dawn of day, broke in upon the inhabitants 
all at once, and fired upon, stabbed, and hewed in 
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pieces the poor defeBceless creatures who hap- 
pened to be in their hutsj among them the good 
old Shebeas was hewed in pieces in hi» bed. The 
daughter of the venerable Shebeas, who for several 
years past had devoted her time to waitiifg upoa 
her beloved father, was also shun* After taking 
off the scalps of those who were thus murdered, and 
setting fire to the village, the murderers mounted 
their horses and rode away^ disappointed in not 
having found all the Indians at heme, 14 out of the 
20 being absent* It is not, perhaps in the powef of 
langimge to express thfe feelings of the remaining 
14 Indians, some of whom were little children, on 
their return to the village j when they beheld the 
mangled remains of their near and dear connexions, 
and saw their habitations ^ heap of snKxking mini. 

The Magistrates of Lancaster, hearing of what 
had past, came over and took the survivors und^rr 
their protection, doing, all in their powei* to coti- 
sole them ; and, taking, them by the hand, led them 
to Lancaster; where, for their greater security, 
they lodged them in a strong st6ne building in tiit 
town, in which they were supposed' to be in' pttm 
feet safety. The Governor, John Penn^ imme- 
diately issued a proclamation, etijoining all officem 
both civil and military, to assist in bringing to 
justice the perpetrators of this horrid outrage. 



The Fumi^fiiftg 14 Indians continued in the home 
fifQvided ibr them in Lancaster, in the centre of 
the. toifn, unconscious of dagger, till the 2rth of 
the l^th Month, being ;13 days from the time their 
village had been destroyed. On that day a com* 
pany of men, 50 in number, well mounted and 
armed, rode hastily into Lancaster, made the hest 
of their way to the house where the poor Indians 
were lodged » with violence broke open the door ; 
and with fury in their countenances rushed iu upon 
these unarmed and defenceless creatures. The In. 
dians seeing no protection nigh, nor any possibility 
of escape, immediately divided into their little 
families; the affrighted children clinging to their 
distressed parents. In unutterable anguish they 
fell upon their knees, protesting their love to the 
English people, and that in their whole lives, they 
had never done them any injury. While thus im- 
ploring mercy of these hs^d-hearted men, they 
were without distinction, hewn down with hatchets, 
and, in a few moments, were all laid lifeless on the 
floor; a deplorable instance amongst many others^ 
of what a pitch of wickedness the mind qI man 
may be brought to, when acting under wrong im- 
pressions of imagined religious zeal. This cruel 
massacre was completed in one of the largest in- 
lands towns in America, in the broad face of day, 
and ii\so public a manner, that after the commission 
of this attrocious murder, the miscreants all came 
out and stood at the door of the house, besmeared 
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with blood, gave Jthree loud huzzKis, mounted their 
horses, and rode away. Notwithstanding thi^ pub^ 
licityy and a proclamation by John Pens, the Gov- 
ernor, offering a reward of 2001. for the discovery 
of any of them, yet such was the tiread in which they 
were held, that none . of them were brought to 
justice. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

MerioTP'^EciifiMe of the Sun'^Summer Dresa^-^amrs 
Simfiaon^'^Chad FUhery — Bee-eater — Wlid Graflee^ 
Crab Cyder-- Ho^B-^Firr FlieB-^Paper-Mtlh^Chest^ 
nut Treea^^Harveat — Ancient Deed — J, Foreland. 
. -^Wood FelUng-^Indian Com, 

6th Month J 9thy 1806; I attended the Valley 
meeting at which I noticed some of the Dunkers. 
They are a religious society who make a point of 
never taking off the beard. I observed a comely 
looking young man, whose beard had so luxuriant 
a growth, that it spread a considerable way over ' 
his bjreast, and gave him a very patriarchal ap«> 
pearance. At the close of the meeting several 
friends invited me to their houses, but being pre«- 
piously engagedi 1 accompanied M. R. and dined 
with him. After dinner he shewed me his bam, 
8tables« &c. which are the most complete I have 
seen eith:r in England or America^ The barn is 
of stone and stands on descend !ng ground, having 
a south aspect. It is about 40 yards in length b}r 
10 in breadth, and 9 yards high in front. Along 
the north side of the bam is a range* of vaults 
which communicate with it, and are on the same 
level with the barn. The centre vault, which com- 
municates with the cow«house, is fitted up as a 

X 
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daily <; and the other vaults ave made ufte of to 
preserve roots, &c. for the cattle, such as beets, 
carrots, turnips, potatoes, pumpkins, &c. As the 
carriag;e-road into the barn runs over the vaults, 
as high as the topmost floor of the bam, the vaults 
are preserved cool in the summer, and free from 
the frost in winter. The whole of ^ the ground 
floor of the bam being set apart fpr stables and 
cow-houses as is commonly the case with barns 
in Pennsylvania} there is accommodation for a 
great number of horses and cowd. Along the 
froot of the barn, about 8 feet from the ground, ft 
wooden stage prbjects a|>out six feet from th^ 
wall, inclosed overhead six or seven feet high, a^d 
' also at the ends and side, forming' a gallery the 
length of the building ; having several communi- 
cations or doorfew^ays out of the bam into it. In 
the floor of this gallery aire several trap doors^ 
through which they throw fodder fcMr the cattle iata 
the yard during the winter motiths. It is obvious 
that an appendage of this sort must be very use^ 
in a farm-yard, aa it also affords a comfortable 
shelter to the cattle from rain and snowi 

In the afternoon M. R. accompanied me to my 
cousin W. B.'s, and, in our way, we passed over 
the ground occupied by the American Army under 
General Washington^ as an entrenched camp^ 
during the war. The Temains of the entrench- 
ments are still vitijble, although the scit& is again 
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becoflde a thick wood ; so rapid is vegetation in this 
part of the world. 

After fording the Schuylkill, which is here broa^ 
and shallow, having several islands in it covered 
with lofty trees, we came upon W. B.'s plantation^ 
an^ soon afterwards reached Jiis habitation. We 
found the family sitting in the shade of the piazza, 
in the front of the house, where we joined them 
in taking tea, and enjoyed the freshness of the 
In-eeze, and a beautifhl prospect of a great part 
of the country between hishouse^and Philadelphia, 
a distance of about 20 miles; and in the plea- 
santest part of Pennsylvania. The privilege of* 
sitting under the shade of these piazzas, enjoying^ 
the fresh air in th« afternoons and evenings, fully 
compensates for any inconvenience that is sufft^red 
item the beat, in the warmest part of the day« 
These piaszas are commonly six feet wide with 
boarded floars* On seeing families seated in them 
in their tranquil summer evenings, it constantly re* 
minded me of the patriarchs of old, sitting at the 
doors of their tents in the cool of the day. 

6th Month, tuhy was pleasantly spent at the house 
of a relation ; and it was gratifying to find that he 
was paying consideraUe attention to his flock of 
sheep, also that his labours were in a fair way of be- 
ing crowned with success. Hitherto the farmerain 
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this part of the world, have paid but little attention 
to their sheep, suffering the butchers to select 
the best formed for the market, leaving the most 
ordinary for stock. The natural consequence of 
such a plan was that the breed continually dege- 
nerated. Against this mode of proceeding my^ 
relation had the good sense to remonstrate, and to 
reserve for stock the best part of his flock. The 
beneficial effects of this plan are so manifest, that 
I have no doubt the neighbouring farmers will be 
induced to follow his exanfple. I think I have 
before ];ioticed how fond the cattle are of salt in 
these parts. At the front of the house is a beau- 
,tiful lawn of many acres, gently descending to- 
wards the Schuylkill, in which nearly 100 sheep 
were feeding ; and so partial were they to salt, 
that I have seen the girls go amongst them with a 
handful of it, and by scattering a little amongst 
them, entice the whole flock up to the house. . 

&th 3Ionth^ 12M. In coming down to Phila- 
delphia, I noticed that the turnpike-road crosses 
a fine vein"^ of marble, which, atalitde distance, is 
worked to a great advantage. 

6th Months 14/A. I attended a meeting at 
Merion, of which public notice had been given, 
on account of James Simpson, a Minister, who 
intended being there. In consequence the house 
was well filled, chiefly by persons of other persua* 



NORTH AMERICA. 245 

m 

sions ; amongst them, were one Senator^ fo\ir 
Judges, and four magistrates, who all behaved in 
a becoming manner. This friend is far advanced 
in years, and much esteemed by friends in Phila* 
d^Iphia and the neighbourhood; yet he follows 
the occupation of a broom-maker, and frequently 
comes down to that city in a handsome little car* 
riage, loaded with his manufacture. Althouglji 
a broom-maker may be accounted a mean occu- 
pation with some men, yet few pastors stand higher ' 
in the estimation of their flock than he does. 

Gth Months 16th. This day was remarkable for 
an almost total eclipse of the sun. About eleven 
o'clock in the forenoon, I passed along the road 
from my lodgings to H. B.'s, when all seemed as 
quiet as at midnight ; some stars appearing, and 
the birds being gone to roost. Although not so 
dark as it commonly is in the night, yet there was 
something awful in the stillness and appearance of 
the scene, there being scarcely a breath of air 
stirring. The portion of the sun that was visible, 
was only about a 24th part, and it cast a faint 
glimmering light through the leaves of the trees, 
the shadows of which appeared like shell-work 
upon the ground. 

6ih Mpnth^ 26rt. The weather now becoming 
warm, I had noticed several little boys^ and girls 
come to the meetine at Merion, wkhout shoes and 
X 3 
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stock'ogs, although in other respects well dressed 5 
a number of meo friends also, in the upper seats, 
sat without coats, and stockings^ having long cot- 
ton trpwstrs which came down to their shoe tops. 
One young man who aoxnetimes appears in th^ 
ministry acceptably, had on a striped, cotton jacket 
and trowsers, and a drab hat. Although the«e 
s^pearances in dress are not familiar to an English- 
man, yet habit soon reconciles us to them. And a 
person who has not experienced it, can hardly 
conceive how pleasant a light dress is in these warm 
climates, as, at every motion, the limbs are so free 
from obstructions. After a long warm summer, 
when the cold weather first comes on, the incum«> 
brance of heavy clothing is much greater than 
might be txptcttd. 

6/A Monthy ^Btfu This evening 1 was in com*- 
pany with James Simpson, he still i:ontinuing his 
religious visits in this neighbourhood. I have al* 
ready mentioned this friend with respect, but to 
describe him completely would be a difficult task; 
as it may be truly said that in person and dress, as 
well as in the manner and subject of his ministry, 
he is truly an original.* In his external appear- 
ance, he is thin and upwards of six feet high, his 
visage is very long, and his face of an Indian com- 
plexion, with small, quick eyes correspoi.d.ng, 
and, to appearance, he may be about 80 ye^ra 



* He is since deccAsed. 
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of age* In the gallery he commonly wears a dark 
eoloured cotton cap, fitting closely to his head, 
-and over his shoulders a long dark coloured cloak# 
Notwithstanding his singular appearance, he is not 
li^ss remarkable in his manner when exercised in 
the gallery. He uses considerable action and 
gesticulation, and his sentiments in general, are 
almost a continual exposition of the Mosaic 
Law, with references to the counterpart in the 
Gospel dispensation, which he explains in a way 
that I never heard equal.ed; and with a volubility 
of expression, and quickness of recollection, that 
are astonishing to a stranger. 

6th Months 29th, I this morning paid a visit 
to J. J. and his wife, at their habitation* This 
family, with many others 1 have met with, contr^ 
diet a notion which prevails in England, ^^ That 
the Americans are generally short lived.'* The 
husband is in his 95th year, and his wife in her 
89th year. One of his sisters is of ihe same age, 
and another sister is in her 85th yearj and all of 
them may, from every appearance, live some years 
longer. J. J. told me, that he had often heard his 
father speak of his having seen the foundation laid 
of the first house that was built in Philadelphia ; 
and I understood that he was one of William 
Penn^s most intimate fritrnds. 

I spent this evening at B. J^'s country residence. 
This house, which is substantial and well built, 
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and finished in an expensive manner, stands on 
a rising ground just above the Falls of the Schuyl- 
kill, commanding a fine prospect of Philadelphia 
smd the river Delaware, both above and belov 
that city, being only about four miles distant. > 
The prospect embraces many beauti&il country- 
residences on every hand. B. J. had lately made 
a purchase of the house and 35 acres of bnd 
adjoinmg. In this purchase was also included a 
good farm*house, with an orchard, garden, out- 
houses, and a cottage or two. In one of these 
cottages, close by the Falls, a family resides, who 
are employed by B. J. in the book-binding . busi- 
ness. The situation is as pleasant as ean well be 
conceived. 

•At this part of the river, the Chad Fishery 
is prosecuted -with great spirit in the early 
piirt of summer« Almost every farmer who hap- 
pens to have a field on the banks of the river,, 
keeps a net for this purpose; and, with a little, 
industry, may, in the course of two or three weeks, 
lay up a supply for the whole year. The fish are 
salted, and are brought out, through the winter^ as 
a relish at breakfast and supper. 

I have sometimes stood by in the evening watch* 
ing the people taking these fish. The nets used are 
about 50 or 60 yards in length, and about 6 feet in 
width ; the lower side being weighted whh lead, and 
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the upper aide supported with pieces of cork. One 
end of the net is fixed firm to a stake on the edge 
of the river, whilst the other end is taken out in s| 
small boat towards the other side* After getting 
to the extent of it, the boat is rowed down the 
river, bringing the end of the net with it, and 
at length it comes to land, a little below the stake 
to which the other end of the net is fastened, 
forming a circular inclosure, within which the fish 
are secured. As the net approaches the bank of 
the river, the fishes are seen struggling in all di- 
rections ; till at last they are brought close to the 
shore, when they are quickly gathered up, and 
thrown into the boat. Several hundreds are, at 
times, taken at one draught; but-as the fishing is 
continued through the night, during the season, the 
fanners often ihink themselves well paid with 2Q 
or 30, as they weigh about 5 pounds each* 

In the early part of the season, I think the chad 
is nearly equd to trout* Although the practice 
of eating it at breakfast and supper, is not com* 
mon in England, I soon found myself very par» 
tial to the chad at breakfast, with coffee and toast, 
it being first nicely broiled over the hot embers of 
a wood fire* 

7th Monthy 1st. In walking this day, I ob- 
;scrved the people to be generally engaged in reap* 
ieg barley, wheat, and rye. '^^he farmers here- 
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get in their harvest with little difficulty, ib conSc« 
quence of the clear settled weather which generally 
prevaSs during their long summers. Unsound 
grain is a thing scarcely ever heard of. 

7th Months %d. I spent the afternoon and 
drank tea at H. B's. His bee-hives having been 
considerably annoyed by a bird, called the Bee- 
cater, he took out his fowling-piece, and shot one 
•f them ; and on opening the . craw, we found 
many bees which it had devoured. So destructive 
are these birds, that a nest of them would destroy 
several hives in the course of a summer, if left 
tindisturbed. 

7th Months 3d. I ^attended the Preparative 
Meeting at Merion, and in the evening had a 
pleasant walk to Dr. H*s. A considerable part 
of. the road leading to his house> is liaed with 
c^dar, sassafras, shumack, sweet chestnut, &c. &c» 
but what has a most singular and pleasing effect, 
is, that most of the higher trees are entirely over- 
grown, with vines, which spread over them with 
great luxuriance ; and, when the grapes are rip^y. 
present a very inviting appearance. They are of a 
small blacjc kind, and very pleasant to the palate, 
particularly in pies and tarts ; in which, according 
lo my taste, they exceed almost every other kind 
of fruit. They are often preserved in j.^rs, for 
Ibis purpose to be used in winter* Some of tb^ 
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be^ wide I ever tasted, was made frofn this kind 
of grape. 

7th Months 5M, was employed in business at 
Philadelphia, where I dined with my hospitable 
friends J. and A« W. In the evening I paid tht 
bride's visit to S. N* She was the relict of the 
late W. S. and is a worthy friend* T. N. her 
husband, having been a kind and intimate friend of 
W. S's, had been appointed by him as his executor* 
After waiting a suitable time, he made the widpw 
an pffer of marriage } which was in due season ao* 
cepted. Thus he may at once, fill the character of 
husband, and fulfil the trust reposed in him by his 
deceased friend* He is of an open, generous dispo* 
sition, and possesses amply the means to indulge his 
inclination. I have heard T, N. mention, that he 
left England with his parents, when about four 
years old, and that he had, no recollection of any 
thing in that country, except the skylark, which he 
well remembered to have heard singing in the air. 
This friend is one amongst many I have known in 
this country who have emigrated from Englandi, 
and have been successful in business; but who are 
seldom heard of in their native land. 

7$h Month, 6th. After attending meeting, X 
accompanied R. J- to his brother J. J's where 
we drank tea. 3cfore we left his house, he gave 
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apple, called the Virginia crab, the produce of his 
own^ orchard* It was superior to any liquor I have 
ever tasted of the kind ; indeed I have seldom 
drank a glass of wine equal to it, either as a body 
©r flavour. 

Afterwards we called upon D. J. an aneient 
friend, whose parents were amongst the first set* 
tiers of this province. In the evening we csdled 
upon J. Z. a friend whose progetiitors came from 
Germany. On my noticing a number of fine hogs 
in his orchard) which appeared very attentive to 
the fall of the fruity he told me that he annually 
brought up about twenty of them, which derived a 
great part of their aupport from peaches, apples, 
&c. during the day; and, in the evenings and 
mornings, they were supplied with milk from his 
dairy. As he made -a considerable quantity of 
butter for the Philadelphia market, Ae old milk 
and butter milk went in aid of the fruit in the 
orchard, to briiig forward the . hogs, which are 
fatted with Indian com, at the close of the yeari 
to a large size. 

7th Months 7thm In the evening we called upon 
H. B. who was engaged amobgst his reapers in 
the wheat field. He calculated that his produce 
this year would be 30 bushels of -whfeat per acre ; 
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an increase which must pay the firmer welt, 
where the famd, generally speaking, is rented at 
10s« an acre per annum ; there being no tiriiei, 
and the taxes amoimting to scarcely Is. per acre* 

7th MfntAj 9ih. The evening being serene and 
pleasantt. I took a walk in company with our 
neighbour R. B» and visited some of the neigh- 
bouring families* Although -this may be deemed 
the hottest season of the year^ I found no ine^n* 
Irenience from the exercise of walking, bnt if 
most be remembered that our clothing was very 
Bght In passing along we were entertained wilh 
the appearance of great quantities of fire fiies, in 
the fields and woods around t». They had the 
appearance of immense quantrrieB of bright sparks 
of fire, flying in all directions amongst the ^ata 
imd com, as wdA as the leaves and 4M9ghs-of the 
loftiest trees»- 

Tih'Monihy i^ik. . fiavkig' been aei^e^d timeft 
kindiy kivifed, I diined with P. W. a re«^t|lUttr 
paper-maker in the neighbourhood of ^€f#]^dn^ 
where I spent the afternoon pleasantly. - "Fbe- 
situation is beatttifully romaintic, berrtg 4h a d<«ep 
narrow valley, the steep hilts on esteh ^icfc^of which 
afre covered with wottd. The rtifll' whieh would 
be considered as anextensi^ one even in Engiand, 
is almost whoff}^ tmployed' in making wrhrng and 

Y 
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printing paper, with large quantities of wbieh he 
supplies the printers and stationers in Philadelphis* 
During the visit be gave. me a little histor) of his 
life* About 20 years ago, being then 12 years of 
age, he left Mentz, his native place in Germany, 
fK:companied by bis father, whp died on the pas- 
sage to this country^ . Being of that class of ena* 
grants called redemptioners already mentionedt 
P, W. on the arrivsil of the ship in the Delaware, 
was hired by Uemy Drinker, and was employed 
4^ut the house as a waiting boy, and ass^tant to 
the girls in the kitchen. Aiter spending nearly 
four months in this family, and having acquired the 
English language, he had the good sense to dis* 
eem, diat it. would be more to bis interest to be- 
taught some manufacture i. and requested liberty: 
of his master to be put apprentice to a paper- 
maker, which was readily granted, although hi6r 
first indenture was not yet expired. After having 
obtained a knowledge of the manufacture of paper, 
he, by industry and care, acquired sufficient pro- 
perty and credit to enable him to begin business ; 
which be has now, for several years, carried on to^ 
advanuge. I never was in a paper-mill where 
the business was managed with more neatness and, 
orden As 1 sat in the house it was pleasant to 
reflect on such an instance of successful industry. 
He has a rising family ^f liealthy looking children 
about him, with an amiable wife and several 
sisters. 



t 

In rettrrning to my lodgings. I had the curiosity 
to take the dimensions of a chestnut tree, of the 
sweet kind, which stood by the way side ; and 
found it more than 27 feet in circumference, and 
its thickness continued in regular proportion W 
the height of about seven yards, which was the 
length of the bole, clear of branches. 

7th Months 16M. I have noticed for a day or 
two past, that the harvest for wheat, rye, and 
barley, is entirely over, not having continued more 
than two weeks. The serene and settled weather 
generally prevalent here, with the practice of work 
people of all descriptions turning into the harvest 
field, makes short work of it. It is not customary 
here, a* in England^ for the women to work 
hi the harvest field at all. In this neighbourhood 
the blacksmiths, wheelwrights^ weavers, taylors, 
8ic. &c. all shut up their shops to assist the far- 
me)*s. 

7th Months 20th. I attended Merion meeting, 
and in the afternoon visited -an ancient friend of 
the name of Mary Price, who, although upwards 
of 80 years of age, generally walks about a mile to 
meeting ; and^ considering her years, continues to 
be an active, lively woman. At her house I was 
shewn a deed of conveyance, of five thousand acres 
of land, the purchase -money for which was one 
hundred pounds, reserving a quit-rent to William 
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Pmo and fais hetrsi of U. peracr€« The same 
land, where luclosed^ oow sells for 12L per acrc> 
being a six huxidred fold advance in the course of 
%20 years, on the intrinsic value of the land. The 
^bove-m^ioned deed was a conveyance frpn^ 
Charles Lloyd, and a ^male of the. name of 
Davies, to a person of the name of Humphreys. 
This deed is in the hands pf M* P's daughter- 
m«law, who. is a descendant of the Lloyds of 
Dollehran. 

Tth Monthj 2istj was employed in writing to 
my wife and family, when I informed them of my 
intention of sailing for England, in the John 
Morgan, Captain Bunker, with whom I was well 
Otcquainted, and , whom I knew to be a skilful^ 
qareful seamen ; but notwidistanding my intentionsj^ 
I. was prevented, \>y unforeseen circumstances^, 
from sailing in this ship ; for which I have reasoa 
to be thankful, as in her voyage to England she 
struck upon a rock in the nighty on the coast of 
the Isle- of Man, and watf lost. 

Tth Month, 22d. I had a pleasant walk to the 
Falls of the Schuylkill, having business to transact 
with a person there. On my way thither, I was 
ipformed of the decease of Joshua Rowland, an 
amiable young man, of Lewis-Town, near the 
mouth of the Delaware. Although not more 
than 25 years old, his loss will be severely felt by 
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ihe bUick people in thai neighboathood. He luul 
been an ardent and steady friend to that oppressed: 
race^ and the means of rescuing many of them 
from a state of slavery, who had been crueUy 
forced into bondage, by n set of unprincipled' 
men, from Georgia, who sometimes hover about 
this part of the Delaware State and Sfiuyland, 
and carry off whole families of free Negroes in 
the night. They take them on board smaU vesselst 
in the neighbouring creeks, and so ship them off^ 
to Georgia and the Carolinas, where diey are 
sold to the planters. 

I have seen several of the black people wham 
he had rescued and sent up to his brother*in-law, 
Henry Bowman. The latter had procured tbem 
situations in the interior of Pennsylvania, out of 
Ae reach of these barbarous men« Not long ago^ 
a mother, with seven children, was thus carried 
off, in the dead of the night from this neighbour>i 
hood. This flagrant act deeply excited J» Bow« 
land's attention ; and^ after riding:nearly ooeth^m* 
sand miles, he was enabled to rescue the whcte 
family, and bring them safe^ home tp thi^ir mativcii 
place, although they had been dispersed and s<^ 
it)to various h^nds, by the kidnappers, in dt&rent 
parts of Georgia. 

A very short time back, this exceflent young 
man was taken ill of a fever, which, notwithl 

flfUmding eveiy belp was gffinited tfim, msMfe' sd 
Y a ^. 
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regular ^yet rapid a progress^ that in a few days 
all hopes of his recovery were at an end. Through 
the whole, his mind was preserved calm and se* 
rene, and, when sensible that the closing period 
^f time was at hand, he requested that his 
domestics might be called into the room. These 
consisted of two white servants^ two .Ncgroe 
boys, and a little orphan girly whose mother had 
been many years a nurse in the family^ out of 
aspect, to whom, he supported and educated' the 
child* The mind may conceive the situaticm 
and feelings of this little group, yet I am ready to 
believe it is impossible for the pen to describe it. 
After a short but awful pause, he addressed each 
of them in the language and accents of a father ; 
for indeed as a parent he had always conducted^ 
himself towards them. Having communicated to 
them counsel and advice /suited to their several 
states and conditions, he gently turned his face 
from them, and quietly resigned himself, and left 
the world without a sigh or struggle; a bright ex« 
ample of faithfulness to his Divine Master, and a 
more intelligible exposition of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, than whole volumes of controversy. 

7th Month, 23d and 2^th. I, continued at my 
lodgings at M erion, making some' arrangements 
for my return to England. 

I have sometimes noticed how expat the people 
of .^peric^i are. with; the saw and the axei dx^3$ 
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an instance of their dexterity, I may mention what 
a very respectable mill- wright, whose veracity may 
be relied on, this day told me* He said that him-* 
self and one assistant had cut down, in one dfly, 
35 forest trees, of which a considerable part were 
oak, and which averaged 6* feet in circumference* 
He added, that on using extraordinary exertion, 
they cut down one tree of this bulk in JT* minutes* . 

7th Months 27M, 28M, and29tfu I was eim- 
ployed in preparations for my return home, the 
prospect of which was more pleasing to me than 
I can express. In walking out into the fields 
about this time, I noticed the crops of Indian com 
in the neighbourhood, which) in the line of bus* 
bandry, are truly grand and beautiful at this season 
of the year, far exceeding any things of the kind 
to be met with in England* Many oi the plants 
rise to the height of 10 -^r 12 feet, terminating at -. 
the top with an elegant kind of flower somewhat 
resembling a tuft of feathers* The leaves or blades 
which shoot from the stalk, and branch from it 
all the way up, are about the breadtfar of four 
inches, and from two to three feet in length* The 
whole gives a field of Indian com a most luxuriant 
appearance. 



CHAPTER XV. 

S^ettti Brie/ KmrtMoiu^'-^eeumnce rekuir^e €• the, 
jiiahor*9 Voyage Home^ ^c^^Iron VForkf-^Tvfo Qer-^ 
man FamiUce^Marblc Quarry^ A Farm^£mgrant9 
'^Taking lemfe tflm FnetuU abotU Merion^intending 
for ^ewYark^Occurrencte on the Journey-'Emdarkt 
for England-^Cabin Comfiany'^Occurrenfes on the 
Veya^e. 

^th Months Ut and 2</, 1806, were mostly spent 
at B« J/s pleasant residence at the Falls of Schuyl- 
kill. Whilst here we visited the works of a calico 
printer, who resides and carries on his business id 
Ae neighbourhood. We were informed that his 
principal business was printing Itidia calicoes, which 
are brought in great quantities to Philadelphia, in 
American ships tradmg to the £ast Indies. 

8fA Months Aith. tn me course of this day, 
O. J. and his mother-in-law called upon us. This 
venerable female, who is now far advanced in 
years, has survived a numerous flock of lovely 
daughters, I think 10 in number, who have, ia 
succession, been taken away from the troubles of 
time, just as ihe affections of a mother woold be 
likely to feel most keenly the privation. 

I had often remarked a settled grief upon her 
countenance, notwithstanding the affluence that 
was mamieal itt.evtry tbing around her | but had 
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not heard the mournful story till I had it from her 
own mouth. 

Sth Months ^th. I had received several kind 
invitations from both J* and C. S« to pay them a 
visit at their habkations, at Sboeimkers Town, 
before I left this country. They are a fam&y 
for whom I have enteruined a great esteem, ever 
since I have known themi and the quarterly 
meeting at Abington falling at this timei I proposed 
embracing both objects ; and, setting out after 
dinner, came to C. S«'s this evening. Here I was 
hospitably entertained, and had the agreeable com- 
pany of several friends from Philadelphia and the 
neighbourhood. 

* " 

Ztk M&nihj 7tk» I accompanied this party of 
friends to Abington quarterly meeting, which waa 
very large* The meetuig-house ia a regular, well« 
built, stone-building, and capable of holding a. great 
number of people. It is situated on a piece of 
ground containing several acres, and which is co« 
vered with a great number of large forest trees. 

^th Months Bthj After breakfast we returned 
to J. S.'s, where we spent an hour or two plea- 
santly, with a number of valuable friends resident 
in this quarter. The weather was vtry warm, 
but the house was. spacious, with wide passages 
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through it, and no want of windows $ and they with 
the doors being thrown open, it gave a free and 
lively circulation to the air, which it very reviving 
in this climate. 

After sitting a little time in the parlour, a cir- 
cumstance occurred which I think I shall hot soon 
forget. We entered into general conversation, 
after which a silent pause ensued; and as I sat 
musing on the prospect of my voyage home, with 
some little anxiety respecting the perils of it, a 
friend of Philadelphia, who sometimes anpears in 
the ministry, broke the silence that prevailed, by 
remarking that his mind had been occupied in 
the consideration of my voyage, and that for my 
encouragement he might say, he had a belief that 
I should be favoured to arrive safe in my native 
land, in two months from that time* No observa* 
tion was now made on this intimation, but, on 
reaching my lodgings, I wrote to my wife inform- 
ing her of the circumstance, and that I trusted the 
friend would prove a true prophet. My letter 
reached her hands two or three weeks previously 
to my landing. 

After spending the morning as above related, 
most of us attended a public meeting at German, 
towni aboui six. or seven miles distant, and being 
requested. by T. F. I accompanied him with seve- 
ral other friends to his country house, which he 
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calls Wakefield, There we dined in a room on a 
level with the cellar, which 1 found very pleasant, 
the weather being very warm, and the situation 
admitting plenty of light. A dining-room so situ- 
ated, is a great privilege at this season of the year, 
in a climate like this* 

After spending a pleasant hour or two here I 
came to Philadelphia, where I foun^ letters from 
my wife of as late a date as towards the end of the 
5th month. In riding along the street, 1 passed 
by J. G's house, and his wife, a native of Lan. 
caster, kindly inviting me to take tea, I spent a. 
little time with them, and in the evening returned 
to my lodgings at Merion* 

In recurring to the intimation respecting the 
time of my return to England, there are several 
circumstances attending it, which I think are 
worthy of remembrance, though they are a little 
out of the regular course of my narrative. It has 
been already mentioned, that it was my full inten- 
tion to sail in the * John Morgan, but that I was 
disappointed by the owners making an alteration in 
the time for her departure* After this T. W, and 
I had concluded to aail for Greenock, in the, 
Frances, die being a fine, new vessel with good 
accommoda^on ; but in this design I was again dis- 
appointed; the ship sailing before I could be quite 
x«ady. In her jpassage she encountered a violent- 



ftteyrm, which necorly deduced her to a wredt ; and 
8uch were the diffidrities the ship's company had 
to encounter, that several of the passengers suid 
seamen lost their lives. Notwithstanding^ I was ia« 
voured to escape these imndinent perils, dierie was 
considerable probability of my not reaching Eng-^ 
land by the time mentioned; as I still remained at 
Ne^-Tork, when it wanted only about four weeks 
to the completion of that period ; and after we got 
on board, we were detained on the American coast 
nearly two weeks, by calms and light winds. Yet 
we crossed the Adantic ocean from. thenCe in the 
short period of 9 days. On th^ 10th day, and 
23d of our voyage, we mad^ soundings off Cape 
Clear^ and on the 26th ^ay landed safely at Liver- 
pool, where I was affectionately received by my 
near relations in that town, widiin the time which 
the friend bad predicted I should return. I for- 
bear making any ferther comments on these cir- 
cumstances. But in the course of events I felt 
in my heart the sentiments of humble thankfulness 
to the great Preserver of Men. 

9th Monihy Mth. I spenlf this day at J* H's 
in company with Mr E. fromElklands. Slie was 
ihen on a visit to her father, Who had been sdaedF 
with a paralytic affection, which iMid entirely de« 
prived him of the use <^ aj^eeh ; yet I have seldmsa 
seen a matt preserved in such iauiocent chceviTitl- 
noiaaii' he was. It is wosdeyftd to dbseive .what 
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a degree of happiness the mind is eapaUc of eo- 
joying, under privations like these, when itl^w 
been preserved in a good degree of innocency. 

Bth Monihj 13tk. A friend in the neighbour- 
hood gave me an account of an acquaintance of 
his, a native of Ireland, but who now resides 
near Lancaster, in the State of Pennsylvania^ 
which I think worth preserving. This person 
left Ireland when he was nearly 16 years old, and 
his whole property when he landed amounted only 
to about 12 guineas. He has now estaUtshed 
extensive iron works where he resides, in. which 
he employs upwards of 50 waggon teams ; and the 
profits of which, last year, amounted to twenty«five 
thousand pounds. What makes it the more re- 
markable is, that two persons possessing a large 
capital had been ruined some time before, in an 
attempt to establish the same concern^ 

Bth Months 14tlu In walking out this evening; 
I met with two German families on their way. to 
he Ohio. On entering into conversation with 
them, they informed me, that they W^xe yet 500 
miles distant from the place of their destination. 
They were a company of fine, healthy looking 
people, and travelled along with apparent chear^ 
fulness. The older females and the little ones were 
upon beds in their covered waggops, whilst th^ 

Z 
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young womei), with their hosbands, fathers, and 
brothers went on foot. Ps^rties of this sort I have 
often seen travelling along, in the old Patriar« 
chal style, seeking a country where they hoped to 
meet with more tranquillity and repose^ than they 
had witnessed in the old principalities of Germatiy* 

Considering the stabilrty and industry which sa 
eminently characterize most of the German 'e)Bt^ 
grants, I am inclined to believe that things must be 
very much out of order, in their native land^ before 
men like them, would come to the resolution of 
taking a final farewell of their near connexions 
and friends ; with the perils and inconveniencies -of 
so long a voyage before them* 

Bth Months 17th. I paid a visit to our neigh<» 
bour Doctor H. After tea we called upon a £amMy 
of the name of Crow, where I saw a Utde esta^ 
blishmentjust as it stood in the first settlement of 
the country. It consisted of a smali workshop, 
containing a set of tools proper lor blacksmiths 
and carpenters, which at that period, most have 
been an ahnost invaluable appendage to a farm-> 
house* The Doctor complained to us that he had 
lately lost nearly the whole of his ducks and geese ; 
which had been devoured by a large . species , of 
tortoise. This animal creeping on the boUom of 
the pond, seizes the unsuspecting fowls by the 
feet| and dragging them under water, eats tiiem* 
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1^ its leisure. The Doctor had a respectable esta« 
blishment for the education of his children ; having 
an extensive library, with a pair of large globes^ 
and an amiable young woman from England as 
tutoress, who was well qualified for her office, hb 
children being mostly girts* 

8</% Montk^ ISr.A, I went over to Philadel{^ia; 
and having had several pressing invitations from 
Doctor G« who had been a fellow-student with 
my brother WilKam at Edinburgh, I dined with 
him. The Doctor is one amongst the few of that 
profession, who retain their integrity by continu- 
ing to be consistent members of our society ; and 
he is a very useful member of the monthly meeting 
to which he belongs* In the afternoon I spent a 
little time at John Elliott's and Samuel , Fisher's ; 
and took my farewell of them all, with sentiments 
of esteem, and of gratitude for the many instances 
of their kind attentions to me. While in this city^ I 
received letters from my wife and family down to 
the 6th Month 16th, wittx satisfactory accounts of 
their welfare. 

8<A Months 20tlu O. J. having kindly ojfered 
me a seat in his carriage, I accompanied him to 
the annual general meeting in the Valley $ at which 
a great number of friends and others attended ; 
indeed, a great many more than the house, though 
iargjj, was able to contain. 
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After meetmg, wt accepted an invitation from 
J. C. and dined at his house, where we sat down 
to table with him and his wife, their aged father 
and mother, ten daughters and one son ; being a 
fair sample of an American farmer's family. I 
was informed that his neighbour D. G. a respecta« 
Jble farmer, with whom I have often been in compa- 
ny, has ten sons and one daughter. 

Considering the accounts I had read, of the 
homely fare and accommodations of the planters 
in America, I was struck with the number and 
elegance of the carriages we saw on the road, in 
going from meeting to the house where We dined ; 
part of the way lying through the forest, and some 
part through a country in a high state of cultivatiojii 
vthe prospects were beautifully diversified. 

In our way home, we took tea at the pr^* 
prietor's of an extensive marble quarry, who 
kindly conducted us into it ; where we had an op- 
portunity of seeing the people at work, in sepa* 
rating large bIock3 from the solid rock. This 
vein of marble, which appeared to be from 15 to 
20 yards in width, runs in the direction of south* 
east, and north-west, through a stratum of lime- 
stone, a few feet below the surface of the ground j 
and it has the appearance of there having been 
a cleft in the limestone rock, into which the mar- 
ble had been poured in a liquid s(tate. Col. H. at 
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' whose house we were generously entertained, and 
who is ownef of the t}uarry, informed us that he 
bad sold thirteen thousand cubic feet from it in 
one year, at 4s. 6d* per foot. The weather being 
fine, . and our little party consisting of several 
agreeable men and women friends, the day was 
^nt very pleasantly. 

Bth Montk^ 22d. A. B. a friend from England* 
paid me a visitf having some prospect of taking a 
farm in this neighbourhood. His predecessors 
fof several generations, had lived upon a farm on 
Delamere Forest in Cheshire ; but the steward to 
the present proprietor, having turntd him off the 
farm, he, with his widowed mother, and several 
sisters and^a brother, had lately come over to 
America, with the view of taking and managing a 
cheese farm, upon the Cheshire plan. 

8^^ Monthy 23d. I accompanied A. B. to 
G. A.'s in order to have some conversation with 
him respecting a^farm he had to let, and to view it« 
This farm was in a good state of cultivation, with 
am excellent house, a very large bam, and stabling 
for many horses, with other conveniences on an 
extensive scale. The spring house, or daury, in 
particular struck my attention, having a trench of 
spring water, about 2 feet wide and 4 or 5 inches 
deep, running all round the room, paved at the 
bottom, and inclosed at the sides with slabs of whitie 
; marble. . Z 2 
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I have before observed, that in the spring water 
which surrounds the floor of the dairies in this 
country, are placed the vessels which contain the 
milk, &c. and all is thus preserved sweet and cool, 
in the hottest part of the summer. Anodiet 
conveniency I noticed in this farm-yard, was an 
appe.ndage to the hog-sty, being a vault, near 
which was a stream of water, all within the inclo- 
8ure wherein the hogs were confined. The advan- 
tages and comfort thus resulting to these animab, io 
hot weather must be obvious. On this farm, was 
also an excellent orchard of several acres, the trees 
of which were at this time in their prime, and 
now in full bearing, and having been planted by 
the late Governor Mifflin, whose residence was 
here, they were well selected. Such abundance 
of fine fruit I never before beheld, in the same 
compass of ground ; two or three of the best trees 
were literally broken down with the weight of the 
fruit. The reiit G._A. proposed for his farm, 
with all these appendages, was about 20s. per 
acre ; and, the quantity being short of 1CX> acres, 
the rent would amount to Utile more than legal 
interest for the money which had been expended 
in buiklings. As it was not more than an hour's 
ride frofloi Philadelphia, and the land of good qusdii!> 
ty, I thought the price very reasonable. 

Bth Af<?nM, 24/A. I attended Merion n^eting 
in the forenoon ; and m the afternoon visited «ad 
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driAik ttk with Joha PtfYish, in CQtn^iny widi 
B* J. Most of the afternboft w« sat in thii pitttsa 
in fronf of th^ hoase, at Woodside, where we had 
a fine vie^ of Philadelphia, the Jerseys, and the 
intervening country. We were much entertained 
with the little Humming Birds, flying about the 
flowers near our seats* 

8/A Months flTih. My business requiring that 
I should see a person who was at the Yellow 
Springs, I this day toolt a ride tbithen At the 
inn where I break&sted,* which was the General 
Paoli Tavern, I met with a family who had landed 
a few days before in Philadelphia, and were now 
on their way to the Ohio* As they spoke neither 
English no French, I was uttable to make out 
from what part of the tootinent o£ Europe they 
came ; but, from iheir dress, I supposed from 
Swttaerland. The men wore a plain jacket and 
trowsers, with very large shallow crowned hats a 
and the Women had their hair plaited in long braids] 
which hung down their backs, with jackets and 
petticoats just the reverse of the fashions of the pre« 
sent day. Altogether they had the appearance of a 
stout, hardy race, and, in this company, I under* 
steed there were fdur geiieratioiiff. The master of 
the inn infonned me that he had reason to believe 
_ they had a very large property with them, in the 
waggons in which thfey travelled; On mj^ arrival at 
the Yellow Springs, I bathed and drauJt tbe waters^ 
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whidli are I believe, a chalybeate. Ifi Ae evening 
I returned to M erTpiiy where I lodged, but was 
kept awake for a while in reflecting on the wide 
wasting effects of war, probably in consequence of 
meeting with the family of strangers at the Pacdi 
Tavern. That spot was rendered famous by the de* 
struction, as is said, of some hundred Americans, 
who lay encamped there, and were surprized in the 
dead of the night by a detachment of the English 
army, and put to the sword. The consequence of 
which was, I have been informed, that a party of 
English met with the same fate in a similar way, 
from the swords of the Americans, on the banks of 
Hudson River. In addition to that event, I under* 
stood, from the master of the inn, that the family of 
strangers I had mentioned, all of whom appeared 
to be persons of respectability, had been compelled 
to seek shelter in a foreign land, . to avoid the 
scourge of the sword, which had recently over* 
whelmed their country. 

How little do the potentates of the world and 
their ministers, . calculate on the miseries they pro- 
duce. And ah ! how little do they consider what 
responsibility, in the nature of things, they must 
inevitably entail upon themselves in a future state 
ef being. 

Bih Morah^ sa/A, was spent in Phihidelphia, 
where I dined with T. S. and paid a farewell visi 
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to his family^ whose kindness and hospitality I 
have frequestly experienced. 

Bth Months 29tA. The afternoon of this day 
was agreeably spent in the company of O. J. his 
mother, and sisters, at their country residence ; 
and, after passing a pleasant evening in their so* 
ciefy, I took my final farewell of them, with 
sentiments of gratitude for their attention and hos- 
pitality to me, who was a stranger amongst them. 

Bth Months 30th and Stst^ were employed in 
taking leave of a number of friends in the neigh- 
bourhood of Merion, to whom I feel under great 
obligation, for their kindness and attention to me, 
during my rewdence in this quarter. The after- 
noon of the latter day I drank tea at R. J.'s, in 
eompany with him and several other friends. In 
the evening we took, in all probability, a final fare- 
well of each other, with many expressions of af» 
fection on their part, which were equally felt on 
my own ^ having contracted a sincere regard for 
^he little company of friends resident at Merion* 

9th Monthy Ut, ' This morning I left Merion 
on my way to New- York, in order to take my 
passage for England, bting accompanied by A* B. 
In my way I passed tWough Philadelphia, but 
being limited for time, I had opportunity of cal- 
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ling upon only a few friends ; some of whom kindly 
attended me to the Burlingcon packet, which by 
at Arch-street wharf. I. and J. P. two generous 
hearted young meo^ remained with me until we 
put off into the Delaware, and spread our sails to 
the wind, which in about one hour and a half 
wafted us safe to Burlington ; a distance of near 
SiO miles* Here I called upon G. and S. D. J« 
H* af.d several other friends, who felt dear to 
me in the prospect of parting with them, perhaps 
never to see them more in this state of being. 
After taking an affectionate farewell of them, A. B. 
and myself set out in the stage for Amboy, atid 
passed through Croswicks. Here friends have ^ 
large .well-built meeting-house, with a school and 
other conven'rences on a large scale. We lodged 
that night at Cranbury. One of our compaiiiohs 
in the stage, was a person of the name of Reck4es$» 
"ivho informed me that he was a descendant of the 
Sheriff of that name, formerly of Nottingham, and 
mentioned by George Fox in his Journal- This 
family have increased in number and consequence 
since coming into America, and have founded a 
town which bears their name. 

2th Monthj 2d. We came safe to Amboy, and, 
about two o'clock in the afternoon, set sail for 
New-York ; yet, having but little wind, we did 
not reach the Narrows till after dark. The wind 
jbegimiing to blow very strong, the Captain of the 
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Pjicsket thought it unsafe to attepipt passing them ; 
he therefore put the ship about, with an intemioQ 
to run into Princes Bay, and there lie at anchor 
till next morning, being a distance of n.ear 20 
Hules* As we were running before the wind, a( 
the rate of 6 miles an hour, in the dead of the 
night, with a very rough sea, the vessel sud- 
denly struck against something which immediately 
stopped her progress ; and she swung round with 
great violence and noise. At the first alarm I ran 
upon deck, when I found that our vessel had run 
foul of another, which was lying at anchor ; and 
our bowsprit was entangled in the rigging of the 
other ship. This so broke the force of the shock^ 
that we sustained but little damage, and in a short 
time got clear of each other. We had great cause 
to be thankful for so signal a preservation, many 
vessels having been lost, with the people in them, 
when in much less apparent danger than we were 
on this occasion. 

9th Months Sd. After lymg at anchor severid 
jiours, at day-light we again made sail for New- 
Yorl^ where we were met by some of our friends 
«t the wharf, and I again took up my quarters at 
my kmd friend S* P.'s* 

9th Months 5th. Yesterday I called upon se^ 
veral of my friends to take leave of them, and this 
day, accompanied by J. W. and T. W. I went on 
board the Oliver Ekworth, with a view of takifij^ 
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my pa$tage for Liverp<^l ; ami being satisfied, 
both with the Captain and the ship, I concluded 
to go in her, and paid my passage accordingly* 
In the afternoon, J. M. having kindly oiFered me 
a- seat in his carriage: I rode with him to his 
country house, and was generously entertained 
under his hospitable roof* 

9th Months 6th^ This morning I went out with 
J* M. to attend upon a black man, who had come 
from New-York, to treat for the purchase of a 
chaise which J. M. wished to sell, having lately 
purchased a new one upon a different construction* 
In conversation I gathered a little of the history 
of this black man, who by his industry and and ma* 
nagement, had aquired a considerable freehold 
property in houses in the city, and could nowj 
with propriety, indulge his family with the cdnve- 
niency of a chaise. 

A few years past he was in very low circum- 
stances, but coming under the notice of J. M* 
whe has been, I believe, amongst the foremost in 
befriending the poor blacks, he was put for« 
ward and assisted in bi.sincss, and with so much 
success, that he is now become a very respectable 
tradesman. Indeed he ranks much higher than many 
of those* who have so strenuously contended that 
the:poor blacks are little or nothing removed from 
the brute creation ; acd that they may be bought, 
||Old, and degraded, as having neither the feelings 
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nor facultties of men. So erroneous is tliis idea, 
that I have met with slave merchants, who were 
far inferiour to this black person, in the faculties 
of the mine]. 

After a pleasant morning dius spent at J. M.'s^ 
he broQg^t me to New«York| and shewed me 
through the cellars of his extensive brewery iii 
that city. The remaining part of the day, was 
spent in preparations for my voyage to England. . 

%th Monthy f th. This morning I attended New- 
York meeting, and afterwards dined at my eou8i^ 
B. B.^s ; and drank tea and spent the evening with 
some other of my friends. 

The afternoon meeting was disturbed this dayv 
by. a singular character, wbo^ ( understood, was 
often very troublesome* After the meeting had 
sat some time in silence, he got up,^ and, with a 
loud voice and violent gesticulation, declared that 
he came there that ilay, in order to bear his solemn 
testimony against silent meetings^ 

9M Monthy Bthp This day was mostly employed 
in packing up my luggage, and putting it on board 
the ship. 

9th Monthy 9th. 'I'his morning, between six 
and seven o^clock, I went on board the Oliver 
Elsworth, attended by several friends of New- York, 
who kindly accompanied us, and remained untft 
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the B^ip weighed anchor about eight o'clock* I 
then took a final farewell of *< this delightful 
land," in which^ although I have met with many 
things to try my faith and patience, I have 
nevertheless met with kind-hearted, Affectionate 
friends ; many of whom feel nearer and dearer to 
xne * than I have laiiguage to express ; aiid whose 
kindness and hospitality, I trust will never be 
tffaced from my memory. 

Although a voyage to America, may be const- 
dered as a laborious and perilous undertaking, yet 
I have thought myself well repaid, in the pleasing 
<vent of many amiable and worthy friends having 
thereby been added to the list of my acquaintance; 
whom, in all probability, I should otherwise never 
liave known ; and who,^ as to myself, would have 
been as though ihey had never been. 

As the loss of friends by death or otherwise, 
may be considered as one of the severest of priva- 
tions to a sensible mind ; so, on the other hand, 
any addition to the number may^ be truly consi- 
dered as one of the most valuable acquisitions* 
Yet such are our various propensities, that many, 
no doubt, look upon the satisfaction arising from 
sources of this kind, as little better than the phan- 
toms of the imagination ; and not to be compared 
with the pleasures arising from wealth or worldly 
honours. 

Having weighed anchor, and got all sails 
spread, we glided gently along, having but little 
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. wind. The weather being fine and clear, we had 
a beautifuf autumn.d prospect of the country 
around us, all ,the .way down to Sandyhook ; and 
there being no sickness among the passengers, we 
enjoyed the scene. Our company consisted of a 
remarkable diversity as to the countries whence 
they came* One came from Delhi in Persia;, 
two "^ere Hindoos, a man apd woman; one came 
£rom Berbice in South An^rica ; one from Jamaica; 
one from Ireland; one from Scotland; four from 
England; and one was a military officer from 
Bengal Besides these, the Captain and Mate 
of the ship were North Americans, and the ship's 
Stew^a^d was a native of Germany. 

Notwithstanding this great national variety, in 
our cabin^s company, and a great diversity in re- 
ligious profession, yet considerable harmony pre- 
vailed ; which in a great measure arose from the 
constitution of our little republic, the government 
of which was formed, at the request of the Cap- 
tain, in the outset of the voyage. The plan 
adopted was to divide the coippany in the cabin, 
into three committees, who took the government 
into their hands by turns ; each having the direction 
of affairs for a certain number of days in rotation ; 
during which the Steward and Cook applied to the 
acting committee for instructions, in all affairs 
relative to eating and drinking ; these being mat- 
ters in which the judgment of passengers is very 
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likely to differ; especially when consisting of nar 
tives of so many different parts of the world. The 
Captain foreseeiDg this, had wisely proposed to us 
this mode of arrangement, and thus removed all 
responsibility from himself, whilst it left him more 
fully at liberty to manage the ship. 

A little before we left New- York, there had 
been some vtty boisterous weather, the effects 
of which we had an opportunity of noticing, as 
we passed by Sandyhook ; where we saw several 
vessels which had suffered severely. One in par- 
ticular had lost all her masts, tod was endeavour- 
ing to make her way to Ne'^-York, by means of a 
little canvas spread upon some temporary poles, 
which they had set up« Another had her top-mast 
broken off, and still hanging by the riggings how- 
ever the w<;ather was then clear and calm, and for 
several days no sickness appeared amongst us. 
For twelve days we made but very slow progress i 
but on the thirteenth day we got upon the Banks 
of Newfoundland, where the vessel was stopped 
a few hours, during which we took soine fish; 
after which we hoisted our sails and cleared the 
Banks early the next day. 

A little before we reached the Banks, the wea- 
ther being very fine and calm, we discovered a sail 
to the eastward, which like ourselves,' made but 
very little progress? yet, in the course of the fore- 
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noon, we catte within five or six miles of each 
other, when the wind nearly died away, and the 
sea became as smooth as a fish-pond. As the ship 
io sight was deemed likely to be coming from 
England, some of our people had a great desire to 
get along-side of her, in order to inquire what news 
she brought. The boat was in consequence let 
down into the sea, and the mate and several pas- 
sengers got in and rowed away, until they had an 
opportunity of getting on board ; when they found 
that she was a ship bound to Philadelphia from 
Rotterdam. 

After leaving this vessel, a young m^i from 
Manchester having a desire to bathe in the sea, 
all being smooth and calm, stripped himself for 
that purpose. The Captain of th^ Philadelphia 
ship observing this, took his speaking trumpet, 
and warned him aganst going into the sea ; as they 
had observed a large shark hovering about them 
all the morning ; but the young man supposing he 
was only in jest, paid no regard to him, and leaped 
into the sea, where he swam about a little time» 
and then got safely into the boat again. How- 
ever, on the boat's approaching our vessel, the 
shark was discovered in company with her, watch- 
ing for his prey, and continued hovering round 
our ship for some time. I#ooking at all the cir- 
cumstances of the case, it may be considered a 
singular and wonderful preservation, that^ this 
A a2 
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y«ung nan irai not devoured ; for had he eon* 
tinued one minute longer in the water, in dl pro- 
baUlity he. would have been destroyed. By this 
little excursion of the boat I saw the extreme, 
folly and danger of leaving a ship at sea, even in 
the finest weather; except in cases of absolute 
necessity; for this boat had not got above half 
way to the other ship, when a squall came on with 
a thick haze, by which we lost sight of them, smd 
they of us. Had this state of the weather con- 
tinned but for a few hours, they, in all likdihood^ 
would have been lost. When this alteration in the 
weather took place, and the boat disappeared, I 
confess I was extremely alarmed ; although, on the 
company's leaving the ship, I gave one of them a 
small pocket compass, fearing that by isome acci- 
dent, they m%ht be separated from us. On my 
expressing my fears to the Captain, he said that 
he scarcely knew a boat leave the ship in a calm 
like this, but a squall of wind came on. 

On the 14th day of our voyage, being the Ssd of 
the 9th moQth, after taking soundings on the Banks, 
the wind freshened, and being in our favour, we 
sailed about 220 miles, and on the 15th day, th% 
wind still increasing, we sailed about 2^0 miles in 
our direet course. On the evening, between seven 
and eight o'clock, we descried a ship going right 
before the wind, like ourselves, with all sails set ; 
and by tec o'clock, being about two hours and a 
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half, we came up with her, and passing close by, 
we found her to be the British Packet from 
Halifax. In passingi we observed the men were 
all at their guns, with lighted matches^ supppsing 
our ship was an enemy in pursuit of them. We 
soon lost sight of them, our vessel being much the 
better sailer. 

On the 16th day we sailed near 220 miles, and 
on the 17th day about 140 miles; on the 18tlf 
about 220 miles; on the 19lh about 120 miles; 
and on the 20th day about 240 miles. Sailing in 
this rapid manner, the motion of the ship through 
the waves caused a foam as white as milk ; a long 
train of which might be seen to a great distance 
behind the vessel ; and the hissing noise the ship 
. produced, excited the idea of a huge mass of red 
hot iron, passing through the water. On the 21st 
day of our voyage, we sailed about 120 miles ; on 
the 22d day about 120, and on the 2dd about 250; 
and this day we made soundings off Cape Clear, 
Thus, from the 14th to the 23d, being the space 
of 9 days, we sailed from soundings to soundings 
on the two sides of the Atlantic Ocean ; a very 
short space of time, to traverse so vast a sea. 
. On the 24th day we entered the Channel, andl 
^9ily in the morning passed in sight of Waterford 
LightJiouse. In the course of the day we also 
passed the Tusco Rocks, having sailed nearly liao 
miles* 
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On the 25th day, about midnight, we came 
close in with the point of Holyhead ; and, about 
one in the morning, came in sight of the Skerries 
Light-house. This was the last night we were out 
at sea, and to me it appeared by far the most 
dangerous ; for the wind being very high, aUd the 
tide running very strong along this rocky coast, 
made so much noise, that the seamen were unable 
to hear the captain giv^his commands ; and being 
close in with the Isle of Anglesea, we appeared to 
be completely laud-Iocked. 

As I stood by the captain, he requested me to 
reach the speaking trumpet, which was the only 
time he had occasion to make use of it for this 
purpose during the voyage. All was agitation 
and bustle for a ,time ; the loud roaring of the 
winds and waves was such, that, even aided by 
the speaking trumpet, it was with difficulty the 
Captain could make himself heard by the poor sea- 
men, who were aloft in the rigging, using every 
exertion to keep the ship from driving upon the 
rocks; with the wind blowing right upon them. 

I had now crossed the Atlantic four times, but 
had not before heard so loud an uproar of winds 
and waves as at this period ; which, I suppose, was 
in part owing to the tide at this time running out 
with violence round the point of Hoi} head, and 
adding to the loud howling of the winds in the 
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tieighbouring moutitains, which then appeared 
nearly to surround us. These were to me the 
most awful moments^ I had experienced, in all my 
travels, and, by those who know any thing of the 
coast,%our situation may be more easily conceived 
than I can describe iu As the ship wa§ thus with 
difficulty working her way through the discordant 
elements, t\ery moment in danger of striking upon 
the rocks, we happily came in sight of the Skerries 
Lights, which removed all our fears* To be re- 
lieved from a situation of such great anxiety and 
danger, was indeed cause of thankfulness, , and I 
trust will not soon be forgotten. 

Although there were neither moon nor stars 
visible, yet the bleak mountains around us were 
distinctly seen, and at times did not appear to be 
more than a stone's cast from the ship ; but this 
appearance was in all probability deceptive, as it 
was scarcely possible we could have escaped phip- 
wrcck, had we really l>ecn so near the rocks. 

Immediately after coming in sight of the Lights, 
a signal gun was Hred from our ship ; and in a few 
minutes a pilot-boat came alongside us, and we 
took a Pilbt on board. The wind about this time 
subsiding, we gently made our way up the Channel ; 
a^d early in the morning, cast anchor off the 
Cheshire coast, where we remained till day-light 
of the 26th day of our voyage, being the 5th of \iit 
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10th Month* On arisiing and going upon deck, 
I found we were surrounded by a fleet of near 20 
sail of ships, several of them, like ourselres, being 
from Anaerica, and all waiting the return of the 

tide. 

♦. 

The morning being warm and fine, after so 
tempestuous a night, we enjoyed the prospect 
around us ; and, about eleven p'clock, we and the 
rest of the vessels in company, weighed anchor. 
Having but little wind, most of our sails were 
spread to it, and we gently made our way to the 
Mersey. In this interval, our cabin company all 
sat down to dinner together. Notwithstanding 
we were so diversified, both with respect to 
country and to habits, and manners i yet, having 
been so closely con Sued within the narrow limits 
of the ship ; daily eating and drinking together^ 
and being sharers in every danger, an attachment 
was produced, so that I could not avoid feeling a 
sensation of seriousness in the reflection, that this 
was, in all likelihood, the last time we should meet 
together again in this world. 

I have sometimes thought it a little remarkable, 
that of all the variety of the people we had on board, 
if I except a near relation, I received more kind- 
ness and attention from the poor Hindoo man^ 
though he was in the station of a servant, than 
from any other person. Although he did not 
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bear the name of a Christian, yet in Chrisdan 
virtues he far excelled many who bear the name ; 
and I sometimes was ready to wish I could have 
entered into his thoughts when he heard, as was 
sometimes the case, some of our Christian pas« 
setigers, advocating the justice and propriety of 
Negro davery. He himself was of a darker hue 
than many slaves. 

On tny leaving the ship, there were divers 
articles which it was not necessary should pass the 
Custom-house ; and which I wished to take with 
me to my relation's in Liverpool. On getting 
these matters together, and being sd|put to have 
them taken away, with the permission of the officer 
on boardi I was surprised at this kind Hindoo 
stepping forward, and insisting upon taking them 
to my quarters in the tbwn, where he delivered 
them safely at the house of my relation, a distance 
of more than a mile from the ship, widiout accept- 
ing any other reward, than the satisfaction of 
doing a kind office to one he believed to be his 
friend. The articles he took, were mostly natural 
curiosities, with some specimens of Indian inge- 
nuity; and I was entertained, with the interest which 
seemed to be excited in the people who stood 
gazing at this friendly Indian, as he traversed the 
Streets with his burden; both himself and his load 
being equally objects of attention to the curious, 
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It is ever a matter of de^p regret to see meii, 
who profess to be. believers in the Gospel of 
Christ ; and who have had the privilege of read- 
ing It, and^ judging of its excellence, debasing 
themselves by the practice of every mean and 
sordid vice, allowed by the -selfiish policy of the 
world : on the other hand, it is exceedjDgly pleas- 
ing to behold those, whom, because tl^ey have not 
had the same privileges^ we are ready to designate 
by the names of Heathens and Infidels ; but who, 
by regarding the law in themselves, become exam- 
ples of many excellent Christian virtues; Thus 
manifesting that God i^ np respecter pf persons* 

Being fa«roured once more to set foot on my 
native land^ for which I have great cause to be 
thankful, J. W. and myself walked up to my 
relation's at Mile-end, where we met with a 
hospitable and affectionate reception. 

After jispending this night and the forepart of 
the following day with them, we set out in the 
long coach for Manchester. In observing the 
extreme oppression exercised upon the poor horses, 
in these heavy carriages, I found a great draw- 
back - from the pleasure which otherwise would 
have been derived from travelling by land. 

We got safe to Manchester the same evening, 
where we lodged ; and early the pext morpbg, we 
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again took coach, and set off for ShefSeld, where 
we M ere favoured to arrive safe and well in the 
evening; and I had the heartfelt satisfaction of 
once more joining my family and friends, after an 
absence of more than two years. 

In diis period I had travelled upwards of ten 
thousand miles, without meeting with any unplea- 
sant accident. When I consider that in this 
space I twice crossed the Atlantic Ocean, and 
that sometimes my way lay through the uncleared 
forests of America* where I often met with va« 
rious tribes of what are called Savage Indians, I 
want language to express the feelings of gratitude 
which often arise in my breast, for my numerous 
preservations and unmerited favours. 
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